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THE J EWISH PROBLEM 


By S. BRODETSKY 


THis article does not aim at presenting in detail all the facts and 
figures concerning the Jewish problem: it aims rather at showing the 
gravity of the problem, why it cannot be adequately dealt with as a min- 
ority problem only, and the need of a radical policy for its solution after 
the -war. 


It is hoped that the reader of this article will not gain the i impression 
that to a Jew the Jewish problem is the only thing that matters. This is 
so far from being true that a serious feature of the internal Jewish situation 
is the fact that many Jews forget or ignore the problem of their own péople, 
and take little share in thinking about it and dealing with its solution.. 


The especially cruel sufferings of Jews in Europe have reached such 
an intensity and have caused death to millions and untold misery to other 
millions, that unless preparations are made now to deal radically with the 
Jewish problem and to apply to it wise statesmanship, misery and suffering 
will continue to be the lot of Jews after the war. Further, anti-semitism 
and its effects are a world problem that calls for the attention of all people 
of good will, not only in the interest of the Jews themselves, but also 
because anti-semitism is almost always used as a trap for fifth column 
activities, aiming at the undermining of decent human relations every- 
where and endangering world peace. 


JEWISH DISTRIBUTION BEFORE THE WAR (1939). 


The Nazi brutalities to the populations of, the occupied lands in 
Europe are so destructive in character that several of these populations 
are rapidly diminishing in size, as the result of murder, starvation, 
epidemics, etc. This policy of destruction is obviously a carefully planned 
Nazi aim, directed specially against the Jews, to whom Nazi cruelty has 
been applied with particular ferocity, seconded by the equally blood- 
thirsty fascists in Rumania; Slovakia, etc. Millions of Jews have been 
murdered or starved in Poland, occupied Russia, Rumania, etc.: the 
Jewish birth rate has been reduced to infinitesimal proportions,. while 
where Jews still live Jewish mortality is many times greater than the 
comparatively heavy peace time mortality. It is therefore impossible 
to predict what the numbers of the Jewish population in Europe will be 
after the war, but the following pre-war figures may be useful in. order to 
indicate the size of the problem. 


In 1939 the number of Jews in the world was estimated at 16} 
millions. Of these over 5 millions lived in a group of countries forming 
a belt between the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea, including Poland, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania ; in this belt the 
Jews constituted about 5% per cent. of the total population, being 9 per 
cent. in Poland, 4} per cent. in } Rangery, 34 per cent. in Czechoslovakia, 


4 
and lower percentages elsewhere. About 2} million Jews lived in the 
Soviet Union, mainly in the Ukraine and White Russia. In the remainder 
of Europe, including Great Britain, the total number of Jews was 13 
millions, the proportion of Jews being everywhere very small in relation 
to the total population, nowhere appreciably more than 1 per cent., in 
most cases much less. In Great Britain, for example, the number of Jews 
was about 380,000, including the refugees, about # per cent. of the total 
' population. In Italy the Jews were only 1/7th per cent. of the total 
population. The sum total of Jews in Europe was thus nearly 9} millions, 
about 1.8 per cent. of the whole population of Europe. __ 

Just over 7 million Jews lived outside Europe. Of these about 5 millions 

lived in the U.S.A. (3% per cent. of the total population) ; about 155,000 
in Canada (1} per cent.) ; 325,000 in the Argentine (2 per cent.) ; 55,000 
in Brazil (1 /1oth per cent.) ; and insignificant numbers elsewhere. 

In the British Empire, in addition to the 380,000 Jews in Great 
Britain and the 155,000 in Canada already mentioned, there were 100,000 
Jews in South Africa, 30,000 in Australia, a similar number in India, and 
very small groups elsewhere. The total Jewish population in the Empire 
was thus nearly ? million in addition to the Mandated territory Palestine, 
where the Jewish population was half a million, a little less than one-third 
of the whole population. | 


Of the remaining million Jews in the world, about two-thirds lived 
in the Moslem countries—Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Arabia in Asia, and 
from Egypt to Morocco along the north coast of Africa: with the residuum 
distributed in very small groups in the remaining countries of the world. 


The main points of interest in-connection with the distribution of the 
Jewish population were :— 


(i) It was very uneven, but the greatest concentration was in the 
zone of land between the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea, constitut- 
ing Eastern Europe and Western Russia. The 74 millions in 
this zone, about 46 per cent. of the whole Jewish people, repre- 
sented Jewish religious tradition, orthodox religious life, great 
poverty, frequent persecution, and prevalent anti-semitism, 
except that in Russia these features diminished rapidly since the 
revolution in 1917 and the establishment of the Soviet régime. 
The number of Jews in the U.S.A. and the British Empire, 
including Palestine, was nearly 6} millions, or 38 per cent. of 
world Jewry. | 
(iii) The largest percentage of Jews compared to the total population 
- was in Palestine, over 30 per cent.; Poland came next with 
g per cent. In many countries, including Britain, it was less 
than I per cent. ; in a large number it was quite infinitesimal. 


J&ws As MINoRITIES - 


The Jews are a very widely distributed people, but a minority in 
every land. They are therefore subject to all the disabilities of minority 
‘life. It would be a mistake, however, to envisage the Jewish problem as 
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merely a minority problem. The Jewish minority ‘situation is not due to 
any recent political phenomenon, but is a historical situation which i imposes 
upon the Jews special ee disadvantages. Important facts in this 
connection aré i— 


I. Jews are generally characterised both by descent and by religion 

The children of marriages between Jews and non-Jews, the Mischlinge of 
Nazi doctrine, usually drift away from Judaism and often from social con- 
tact with Jews. Jews who are officially converted to another faith are 
considered by Jews as having left the Jewish people, while non-Jews con- 
verted to Judaism become full and undistinguishable members of the 
Jewish people, so that there is no racialism in Jewry. On the other hand, 
modern anti-semitism has become an almost purely racial hatred of Jews, 
independent of their religion or their conversion to Christianity. 


2. Unlike other minorities, Jews always aim at closer and closer 
identification with the life of the state in which they live, and desire 
nothing better than complete endowment with all the citizens’ functions 
and duties in the state. They are, therefore, never an element subversive 
to the state. Further, while most of the important minorities have near 
them states with whom they have racial, national and linguistic affinities, 
so that on the one hand they can look for sympathy and even protection 
from these states, and on the other hand, as Nazi technique has shown, . 
they can be used by these states to undermine the state in which they live, 
a Jewish minority never represents a potential menace to the government, 


3. In any state in East and Central Europe, the majority looks down 
upon the. Jews as an inferior minority, while other minorities hate the Jews 
for supporting the state. If there is a change of frontier so that Jews 
belonging to one state are transferred to another, the new state often 
blames the Jews for their former loyalty, while the old state blames the 
Jews for their acquired loyalty to the new. Even in such an enlightened 


state as Czechoslovakia, Jews who lived in the Sudeten areas and out of 


old habit and former Austrian loyalty spoke German, were frowned upon 
by the Czechs ; while the Sudeten Germans frowned upon them for their 
loyalty to the Czechoslovak state. The problem of assimilation is not so 
simple. Consider a Jew born in Byalistok thirty yearsago. Thetownwas 
then Russian, became Polish in 1918, became Soviet in 1939, then became 
Lithuanian, then became Soviet again, while now it is part of Germany. 


‘To whom should this Jew assimilate, if he is still alive? To Russians, 


Poles, Lithuanians or Germans? It is obviously best to call him a Jew 
and to think of him as belonging to the Jewish people. 


4. Jews ate the only people in the world subjected to an international 
opposition. . Anti-semitism has become a movement that has its reper- 
cussions in every corner of the world, and it is not absent even in the 
English-speaking countries, and other democracies. It has become the 
official policy of the Axis powers and their satellites, but anti-semitic 
propaganda is a constant feature of every-day life in all lands. All 
quislings and fifth columnists make anti-semitism one of their main planks, 
even in Britain and im allied countries like the U.S.A., Canada, South 
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Africa, etc. This produces not only the persecutions and brutality from 
which Jews are suffering in Axis and in occupied lands, but also a pre- 
sposition to anti-Jewish feeling everywhere. It is seconded by tradi- 
tional anti-Jewishness carried down from the Middle Ages, often supported 
by religious teaching, and largely encouraged by any cases of Jewish 
- mnisbehaviour : for when a non-Jew misbehaves, nobody as a rule worries 
about the race or faith to which he belongs, but if a Jew misbehaves then 
it is very often reported and described in such a way as to stigmatise 
all Jews. | 

%. The economic structure of Jewish life in many countries is in itself 
agrave problem. Owing to the exclusion of Jews from rural life, and from 
most other normal occupations, in all countries of Europe till about a 
century ago, and in Czarist Russia and Rumania till after the last war ; 
owing further to the continual Jewish wandering produced by persecution 
and poverty, Jews are to an overwhelming extent a town-dwelling popula- 
tion, and in the towns are engaged to an inordinate degree in certain 
branches of commerce and trade and in certain professions. It is not true 
that Jews do not engage in manual occupations, and there is a considerable 
Jewish working class in many countries, even in Britain, and especially 
in the*U.S.A. ; but this working class is limited to certain well-defined 
industries like clothing and other needle trades, boot-making, cabinet- 
making and various handicrafts like watch-making, etc. In some coun- 
tries like Poland, Hungary and Rumania, which have large peasant popu- 
lations and comparatively small urban populations, and consequently 
enjoy only small industrial and commercial development, the Jews formed 
before the war a large percentage in the towns and in certain urban occu- 
pations and professions. One result is that anti-semitic propaganda can 
. easily use this fact for inciting certain sections of the population, especially 
the middle class youth, against the Jews. On the other hand, it is a 
comparatively easy thing to expel Jews from their occupations and confis- 
cate their possessions in the form of factories, tools, or any other equip- 
ment. Jews are thus almost completely helpless, not only in the sense of 
security, but also economically. This is indeed the way in which the anti- 
semitism of the Nazis and their imitators has been used, not only in 
Germany, but also in other countries like Poland, Rumania and 
Hungary, even before they came under German occupation or domination. 

It is thus clear that the Jewish problem cannot be compared with the 
usual minority problem, and needs special attention. 


jy EWS AS A PEOPLE 


It is most important to remember that Jews cannot be considered 
merely as individuals who happen to be of a certain descent, or who hold to 
a greater or lesser degree a certain faith. Thereisa strong sense of history 
among Jews. Ihe taunt of “ International Jewry” as representing a 
closely knit world Jewry, working hard behind the scenes, and aiming at 
the destruction of Christianity as used to be ‘said before the advent of 
Hitler, or of the “ Aryan ”’ peoples as is now being declared by the Nazis, is 
a preposterous and diabolical myth. But the Jews are not millions of 
disconnected individuals, and their problem cannot be solved merely by 
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the elimination of anti-semitism, or purely in terms of economics. If the 
elimination of anti-semitism is accompanied by the elimination of Judaism, 
as in the Soviet Union, where in fact the Jewish faith and Jewish culture 
hardly count among the Jews, then in one sense the Jewish problem is 
solved because so many individuals are not liable to discrimination and 
exclusion, but on the other hand the solution means in effect the dis- 
appearance of the Jéwsassuch. There are Jews who are quite prepared to 
disappear as Jews, and who take no interest in the functioning of Judaism 
as a religion, and as an ethical philosophy in the shaping of Jewish life, as 
well as of the life of humanity asa whole. But the overwhelming majority 
of Jews are not thus minded, and a very large section of Jewry want 
nothing more than to see the Jewish people living a normal life and playing 
its part, in order to bring to bear upon human affairs the Biblical and 
prophetic, spiritual and ethical teachings which lie at the foundation of 
modern democratic and free human civilisation. 


During the second half of the nineteenth century, when the direction 
of European development in practically all countries was one of progress 
towards the liberal attitude, it was felt by many Jews and non-Jews that 
the Jewish problem in so far as it existed was represented by :— 


(i) the anti-semitic regimes of Czarism and Rumania ; 


(ii) the growing menace of anti-semitism, especially after the develop- 
ment of the so-called German “ scientific ’’ anti-semitism ; 


(iii) the grinding poverty of millions of Jews in East Europe and 
especially in Russia. } 


Further, emigration to Western lands, and above all to the U.S.A., was 
practically free of political obstacles and of any economic or racial tests. 


Nevertheless, many Jews realised even in the nineteenth century that 
the “‘ emancipation ’’ period of that century was but a respite from 
anti-semitism, and that grave dangers could threaten the Jews in the near 
future. This, coupled with the religious and national nostalgia of Jews 
for their Palestine homeland, gave birth to Zionism, which became a 
political movement under the leadership of the Zionist Organisation 
towards the end of the nineteenth century, and aimed at establishing a 


“legally secured and publicly recognised home for the Jewish people in 
Palestine.”’ ; 


EFFECTS OF THE LAST WAR. 


During and after the last war, three great events happened to the 
Jews. The first was the destruction of Czarism in 1917, which emanci- 
pated the Jews of Russia ; and in the Soviet Union anti-semitism became - 
outlawed. The second thing happened in the same year, namely, the 
Balfour Declaration of November 2nd, 1917 ; this Declaration expressed 


the sympathy of the British Government with Zionist aspirations, and 


promised to the Jews to do everything possible to facilitate the establish- 
ment of a Jewish National Home in Palestine. Thirdly, the principle of 
self-determination produced after the last war a number of states in 
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Central and East Europe, racial in charuoter, but, practically all con- 
: g minorities, so that a system of minorities protection was 
introduced, and protection for Jews was insisted upon by the victorious 
Great Powers. 


A superficial observer of Jewish life might have therefore ébinclnded 
that a golden era had set in for the Jews. The citizen status of individual 
Jews was recognised and found enshrined in the fundamental constitutions 
of practically all countries in the world. Secondly, Jews had minority 
protection in a large number of states, including in effect just those in 
which, as one then thought, danger to Jews could arise. Thirdly, the 
dal as a nation could look forward to the rebuilding of their National 
_Home, a term which has been very much and very differently interpreted, 
put which, as declared by the Palestine Royal Commission in 1937, was 
understood by the British, Allied and Associated Governments to mean 
the eventual establishment of a Jewish state. 


THE INTER-WAR PERIOD. 


But let us examine what has happened since the last war. . There was 
great and general suffering in Russia, especially for the Jews who were 
largely in non-proletarian occupations; one can assert now, however, 
that the Jews in Russia are economically and politically secure. But 
culturally a big change has happened. Judaism as a faith is very weak : 
the Bible and the Hebrew language hardly exist for the young Russian 
Jew, and a Soviet Yiddish dialect is the national language of Jewry as 
laid down by law. The Russian Jews were till recently cut off from the 
Jews outside the Soviet Union ; war circumstances have resulted in the 
beginnings of contact, although actual co-operation for solving the Jewish 
problem has not developed so far. 


As for the status of the Jew in the countries of Central and East 
Furope provided with minorities protection, that has completely disap- 
peared, not only because of the war, but because of a general anti-semitic 
development which spread all over that part of Europe (the only great 
exception being Czechoslovakia, which always treated her minorities with 
justice). As far back as 1925 the British Government decided not to 
intervene any more on behalf of Jewish minority rights. Different 
states used different ways of discriminating against the Jews. Thus 
Poland used state monopoly for expelling the Jews from industry and 
trade. Hungary adopted a policy of reducing the number of Jews in 
different occupations. Rumania, following her old principle, excluded 
large numbers of Jews from citizenship. Of course, all these peoples 
agreed that Jews were to be practically excluded from posts in the state 
and town public services, universities, schools, etc., and one was so 
accustomed to this that one did not often trouble to draw attention to it. 


With the advent of the Nazi regime in 1933 Jewish citizen status 
collapsed completely in Germany, and as the Nazi net spread over other 
lands like Austria, Czechoslovakia, Italy, etc., Jewish citizenship collapsed 
in these lands, too. It should be explained that this does not mean merely 
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that Jews lost their right to vote ; it is doubtful whether one Jew in a 
hundred noted this effect. The consequence of Nazi policy was the 
expulsion of Jews from all economic and social life; the confiscation, 
theft or destruction of practically all their possessions and all means of 
. making even a most modest living; as well as large scale pogroms, 

torture of tens of thousands in concentration camps, murders, etc. It is 
useful to remember that Germany and Italy were in t919 considered to be: 
too civilised to be worried with minorities protection ! 


The position of Palestine has also undergone great changes ; between 
- Igtg and 1939 the Jews succeeded in bringing to Palestine a number of 
immigrants which has made the Jewish population of that country now 
well over half a million (more than 30 per cent. of the total population of 
that country), and have produced remarkable developments obvious to 
every observer. But as a result of certain Arab opposition, the Palestine 
Government and the Colonial Office have produced such political changes, 

especially by the White Paper of 1939, that things have happened during 
the war which one could hardly have considered possible in the light of the 
Balfour Declaration. Thousands of non-Jewish refugees from Nazi 
persecution, Poles, Czechs, Greeks, etc., have been allowed to escape into 
Palestine ; but Jews who escaped from such horrors were considered 
illegal immigrants when they arrived in Palestine, the only safe country 
near the Jewish population of south-east Europe, and were interned as 
such if not entirely excluded and sent elsewhere ; while Jews who found 
shelter in any neutral land were excluded from immigration into Palestine, 

although this was the only means.of their escaping from Nazi persecution. 

A ship with over 760 men, women and children Jewish refugees sank a 
year ago, and all except one or two were drowned. Jews were-excluded 
from the one country in which international law declared that they be 
admitted, and where their presence, in accordance with the words used 
by the present Prime Minister in 1922, is “‘ as of right and not on suffer- 
ance.’ The argument given to justify this action really amounts to the 
statement that if Jews are allowed to go to Palestine, it will at the end of 
the war be impossible to get them out of the country. What was the 
Balfour Declaration for if not in the first instance to provide a home that 


could be flung open if the omngency of — Jewish persecution — 
should arise ? 


POSITION IN THE PRESENT WAR. 


At the beginning of the present war, in September, 1939, the Jews were 
in the following position. In the Soviet Union they were free of all econ- 
omic and political discrimination ; in Greater Germany they were com- 
pletely outlawed, and about half of them had been forced to emigrate ; 
in the remainder of Eastern and Central Europe they were theoretically 
free, but in fact subject to various degrees of persecution ; while in the 
“West of Europe, ‘in the British Empire and in America, Jews lived 
completely free, as equal citizens. 


The effect of the war on the Jews has been as follows: With the 
German occupation of the. whole of West Europe, and the extension of 
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Gertnan domination over Italy, Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, etc., the 
four or five million, Jews on the European continent west of the Soviet 
Union came under the heel of Hitler, including France, Belgium, Holland, 
etc. (with the, exception of tiny groups of Jews in Sweden, Switzerland, 
Spain and Portugal). Further, in the first phase of the war, the extension 
of the Soviet Union over the Baltic States, Eastern Poland, Bukovina 
and Bessarabia, raised the number of Jews in the Soviet Union to about 

millions. The German offensive against Russia, which began on June 
22nd, 1941, led to the German occupation of those parts of the Soviet 
Union in which most of the 5 million Jews lived, namely the Baltic States, 
Eastern Poland, White Russia, Bukovina, Bessarabia and the Ukraine. 
It is difficult to say how many Jews were able to escape, but it is known 
that about 400,000 Polish Jews are now in the Soviet Union, behind the 
‘Russian lines, and that about a million Jews from certain parts of Russia 
are to be found in the Turkestan area in South West Siberia ; the speed 
of the German advance in the earliest period of its attack on Russia was 
hhowever so fast that the overwhelming majority of the population could 
not escape. It will therefore not be far from the truth to assume that 
something like eight million Jews were overtaken by German:rule. This 
means that about half of the whole Jewish people have been overtaken 
‘by the Germans, and those who escape the German policy of extermination 
of the Jews will continue to be under German rule until the Germans are 
_ pushed back to their own land, and be subject to the inhuman brutality 
‘which the Nazis share out to ‘everybody under them, but with special 
ferocity to the Jews. 


Something is known of what has been happening to the Jews under 
‘Nazi rule although all the facts cannot be known until peace is restored, 
and probably much will be never known. It is feared that about 2,000,000 
Jews have been deliberately murdered, often at the rate of over 100,000 
per month by a carefully prepared extermination policy against Jews ; 
-while about 500,000 have died from starvation, disease, etc. ; in some cases 
tens of thousands of Jewish men, women and children have been killed in 
old blood, not only by the Germans, but also by the Rumanians. Recent 
news in regard to France, Holland, etc., shows that Nazi policy is extended 
to all countries under their control. As far as we know, about one and a 
‘half million Jews in Poland were originally forced into ghettos surrounded | 
by specially constructed walls. Many thousands of Jews from other lands 
-were sent to Poland, largely into these ghettos. They were forbidden to 
leave the ghettos and some were executed for this crime, but apparently 
the ghettos are now largely empty because their inhabitants have been 
-massacred. The Jewish inhabitants still alive are practically everywhere 
reduced to the lowest possible form of poverty. Ordinary labour hardly 
exists for them ; men between the ages of 15 and 65 are forced to do slave 
dJabour in conditions of work which beggar all description. In Poland 
the rations of the Jews were officially declared by the Germans to be only a 
quarter of the rations allowed to the Germans and ‘half of those allowed to 
the Poles. Many vital foods were forbidden to Jews ; e.g., Jewish children 
.under five years of age did not get milk! Itisa marvellous contribution 

-to the spirit of human resistance that in the ghettos, overcrowded, terror- . 
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ised and in the midst of filth and disease, the Jews carried on some kind of 
life, trained their children in a primitive manner (for no government edu- 
cation was provided), and displayed-a marvellous attachment to their faith 


and to their hopes for release and regeneration as a people. The final 


struggle of the last Jews in Warsaw against the Nazi murderers will remain 


_ a historic epic in Jewry. 
The Allied Nations made a Declaration about the Nazi extermination 


policy against the Jews on December 17th, 1942. The British Govern- 
ment had announced its decision to admit to Palestine a number of children 
(with a few adults) in accordance with the White Paper of 1939, but in 
fact very few have gone. 

The extermination of the remnants of the European Jewish com- 
munities has gone on with unabated fury, for the United Nations found no 
way of putting an end to these crimes, nor were large-scale administrative 


measures for the rescue of the unfortunate victims taken in hand. The: 


Bermuda Conference on Refugees has proved abortive in the main. The 
War Refugee Board set up by the United States Government has some 


practical results to show, and now that the “ free ports’ in America and | 


in Libya are set up, there is some hope that another few thousands of 
refugees may escape from Hitler’s clutches. During 1943 and the first 
half of 1944 another 20,000 odd refugees reached. Palestine—only a drop 
in the ocean compared with the tens of thousands who were exterminated 
day after day. These two years have seen the final elimination of the 
large Jewish communities in Poland and Czechoslovakia, the deportation 
of the remnants of the Jewish communities in France and Holland, the 
liquidation of the Jews in all the Russian territories across which the Ger- 
man army has been retreating, and the gradual elimination of at least 
part of the Jewish communities in Hungary and Rumania. It is estimated 


that by the middle of 1944 the Jewish death-roll in Europe amounted to 
some four million souls. 


AFTER THE WAR 


In presenting any problem the statement of data in-as exact a form as 
possible is of fundamental importance. It is clear, however, that nobody 
can now say what the facts will be when the fighting ceases, so that we 
cannot define in accurate terms what the Jewish problem will be after the 
war. It is nevertheless possible.to foretell certain things. 


In the first place we assume that, outside the European continent 
and part of North Africa, democratic lands will remain unaffected by 
direct Nazi influence, and Jews will emerge after the war in the same posi- 
tion of equal citizen status that they enjoy to-day, so that these Jews will 
not constitute a problem in the making of the peace. Two reservations 
must, however, be made. First, as an aftermath of the war, and as a 
result of the scapegoatism which all peoples will develop, because of the 
sufferings in the war itself and of the vast economic problems that will 
follow, the Jews may, as happened after the last war, be subject to an 
enhanced anti-semitism in many democratic lands. It is true that all 
decent people will have been disgusted and nauseated by Nazi brutality 


oie 


2 


and propaganda, but popular memory is very ng and some measure of 
‘racial’ anti-semitism will remain and play its part. Things may 
_ therefore be much harder for Jews in democratic lands and this will take. 
many forms of which one will be increased difficulty for young -Jews and. | 
Jewesses to secure employment. Secondly, in nearly all of these lands 
there will be a difficult task of reconstruction, with tens of millions of men. 
and women streaming back into civilian life and occu ations, so that 
immigration into these lands will certainly not be easier than it was before 
the war. Nobody expects Britain to be a land of immigration, but it is. 
very doubtful indeed whether the U.S.A., Canada, South Africa, Australia, . 
etc.,-will be willing to take in large numbers of European, especially 
Jewish, immigrants. - 


In the second place it is impossible to audicipete what will be the exact. 
relationship between the Soviet Union and the remainder of humanity. 
These relations will be different from what they are to-day, as is obvious 
from the way in which they are now developing. That the three to four 
million Jews, 25 or 30 per cent: of the Jewish people, living in the Soviet 
Union will stand in some relationship to the remainder of the Jews of the 
world, is a possibility that has to be borne in mind. But it may be taken 
as very likely that these Jews will have their personal position defined by. 
the conditions inside the Soviet system, and that religiously and culturally 
_ they may have little relationship with the Jews outside the Soviet Union. 
On the other hand, political and economic conditions may give the Soviets. 
an important influence on the Middle East, including Palestine, and thus 
have its effects on the Jewish situation, and bring the Soviet Jews nearer. 
to the Jews outside the Soviet Union. : 


But thirdly it will be the remnants of the four to five million Jews on 
the European continent west of the Soviet Union that will constitute the 
inimediate task to which those making the peace after this war will have 
to direct their attention. 


One must not make the mistake of thinking of the Jews in Central and 
West Europe as being impoverished Whitechapel or Bayswater Jews. 
These Jews have been dragged into the dust and mud in a way that history 
will perhaps never be able to describe. We shall have to deal with un- — 
happy survivors of the Nazi murder policy, who will have been physically. 
degenerated through lack of food and other fundamental needs over many. 
years ; with children weak and largely untaught, except. as the result of 
Jewish enterprise in their misery. Partnership in great ideas, sharing the 
vast problems of the future world, association with the secular and 
spiritual thoughts of a new life will for a considerable time be absent 
from the life of these Jews. 


: The economic problem that will face these Jews will be incredibly 

complicated. Not only will they have been deprived of all wealth. They 
will have been removed from practically all contacts with general economic 
life, and will be surrounded by peoples whose life will have been disturbed 
for the purpose of supporting the Nazi war-machine, or destroyed when 
the Nazis try to escape from the occupied lands when our anti-German 
_attacks begin to be really:successful. - ren 
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Will not the defeat of the Axis powers, and the destruction of N azism 
and its imitators, constitate the solution of the Jewish problem? The 
answer is obviously i in the negative, for the destruction of Nazism will not 
in itself constitute the solution of any one of the many problems of Europe 
or of the world ; each problem will need special study, and the making of 
the peace will mean finding the solutions of these many problems. In 
particular, the European continent will emerge from this war so destroyed | 
economically; and so chaotic ethnically, that. preparations are already 
‘being made now by the Allied Nations to rush food, clothing and medical 
supplies to all parts of Europe in order to relieve the famine, destitution 
_and disease that will be rampant there when the war comes to an end. 


There cannot be any single scheme of feeding, as well as of repatria- 
tion and reconstruction, for the whole of Europe. Different parts of the 
continent will need special schemes of feeding, repatriation and recon-— 
struction. In view of the historically special position of the Jews, and of 
the specially brutal treatment they have and will have received, some 
specially worked out scheme will be necessary to deal with the Jews, apart 
from the European problem as a whole. 


It may then be asked whether this matter cannot be left to the various 
local authorities, without working out a special policy with regard to the 
_Jews. The answer is in the negative for two reasons. In the first place, 
the complete destruction of Jewish economic life, and the Nazi displace- 
ment of hundreds of thousands of Jews from country to country, will make 
‘this problem considerably more difficult than that of other peoples in 
Europe. Further, the different European states will be confronted with 
such vast and tragic tasks, that it is not beyond the realm of possibility 
that, in the struggle for existence and EES IAMIOR, national and racial 
factors will militate against the Jews. 


It must also be remembered, and unless this i is borne in mind no real 
solution of the Jewish problem can be arrived at, that the Jews in Europe 
are now passing through such devastating experiences that for most of 
those who will survive it will be obvious that they must shake the dust 
of Europe from their feet. Apart from appreciating the sheer disgust 
with the Europe which has oppressed the Jew for centuries, and culminated 
in the Hitler phenomenon, let us remember that in the reconstruction, 
Polish peasants will go back to their land, Czech workers will have their 
_ industry re-established, but what will the Jews go back to? ‘Their com- 
merce and industry have been destroyed everywhere. A few may have 
an economic future in Europe; but Jews who want to live in commercial 
and professional occupations will be struggling to establish such a. basis 
among peoples determined to secure it for themselves. 


It is therefore clear that a considerable number of European Jews will 
have to emigrate, and to make this possible an emigration policy will 
have to be prepared, dealing especially with the financial arrangements 
of such emigration, and with training of young people to their new lives. 
The most important question of all will be where an outlet is to be found | 
for a large Jewish emigration from Europe. 
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| It is possible to form an estimate of the number of Jews who will 

emigrate. There will certainly be far less than four or five million Jews 
surviving in the part of Europe under consideration. . It can be imagined 
that the older generation will be unfit for the hardships of emigration, for 
hunger and disease will have reduced the survivors to a very low level of 
physical health. In any case it is always the younger generation that 
emigtates in the first instance. This is also the child-bearing population 
~which has the advantage that those who remain behind do not increase 
rapidly, and their problem is not complicated by time. It therefore 
appears that the emigration of perhaps two or three million Jews will 
have to be provided for. This will take several years during which they 
will form part of the feeding and reconstruction already mentioned. 


It must also be remembered that the Jews will not be the only Euro- 
peans who will have to emigrate. There will no doubt be millions of non- 
Jewish Europeans who will want to leave their present lands. The Jewish 
emigration will thus be only a fraction of the emigration with which post- 
war statesmanship will have to deal. The emigration policy for Jews 
presupposes that statesmanship will be applied to the Jewish emigration 
problem, so that Jews shall not wander chaotically from place to place, 
and the seas of the world may not be covered with coffin ships containing 
loads of miserable and frantic Jewish men, women and children, wandering 
from port to port without receiving admission anywhere. 


There will be a great financial problem in connection with feeding, 
reconstruction and emigration, and in this regard it should be borne in 
mind that the fable of Jewish wealth is now only a tragic memory of what 
was always a myth. In Europe there is now no Jewish wealth at all ; 
there is nothing but Jewish destitution and misery. The Jews of the 
countries free of Nazi persecution, in Britain, the U.S.A. and. elsewhere, 
will certainly do everything they can to help ; but the task will be beyond 
any charitable effort. The financing of the feeding, reconstruction and 
emigration of all peoples will have to be done in an international manner. 
Part might be derived from the restitution that Germany and other 
countries should have to pay for the murders and robberies committed © 
in Europe ; but no doubt an international financial agency will be needed. 
The Jewish need will have to be dealt with out of these funds. 

The organising of the emigration, and the training of the emigrants, 
will be a vast task that will have to be carried out in the different centres 
of Europe. Fortunately the Zionist Organisation and other Jewish bodies 
have in the past developed a modest but efficient technique in this 
direction. This can form the nucleus of a greatly extended scheme. 
| As for the outlet for the Jewish emigration, a certain measure of 

infiltration into some countries may be possible ; but, as already seen, it 
will be of only very modest dimensions. It is obvious that large-scale 
Jewish immigration into Palestine and the rapid expansion of Jewish 
settlement will have to be the core of Jewish post-war policy. The 
achievements of Jewish Palestine as well as its war effort must become 
the home of the remnants of European Jewry, indeed the home-of the 

Jewish people as a whole. The last few years have tragically underlined 
_ the lesson that the only solution of the Jewish problem, and the only 
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real hope for the survival of individual Jews and of Jewish ideas, lies in 
the political, economic and social regeneration of the Jewish people in 
their own land, as a distinct unit in the family of nations. It is true that 
Palestine involves a number of political issues, but in the evaluation of 
claims it should be remembered that Palestine offers the solution to an old 
world problem, whilst the Arab peoples have vast regions in the Middle 
East where they can. work out their destiny. It is universally acknow- 
ledged that within Palestine itself the Arab population has highly bene- 
fited from the Jewish effort in the country. In Jewish Palestine the 
Arab population will continue to enjoy a high standard of living as well 
as complete equality of rights. The Jews will wish to treat the Arabs as. 
they would wish to be treated in the countries of their dispersion. The 
Jews must be enabled to become a majority and to reconstitute Palestine 
as a Jewish Commonwealth. The development of the Middle East as a 
whole has been recognised as long overdue and the existence of a large 
modern Jewish sopulation in Palestine can serve as a channel of progress. 
and development to all the peoples of the Middle East. On this basis it 
might be possible to arrive at the possibility of a Jewish-Arab policy of 
give and take, which is a principle upon which reconstruction after the 
war is bound everywhere to depend. 


Some Jews-will remain on the European continent ; in fact, even the 
drawing off by emigration can. only be a gradual process of perhaps. 
100,000 or 200,000 per annum. This raises a number of problems, of 
which the most important is the reconstruction of the Jews who will 
remain behind. | 


This reconstruction can only be based upon complete and real . 
equality for Jews in all matters of restitution and economic rehabilitation. 
Further, the powers that be must see to it that the Jewish population 

- shall in future enjoy real equality in all phases of political, economic and 

_ cultural life. The economic integration of the Jews into the economic 
systems of the various countries in Europe is of particular importance. 

Jewish shop-keeping in the villages of Poland must be replaced by Jewish 
participation in all trade and industry. The reconstruction should follow 
the principle of sharing out fairly the rights and duties between all sections. 
of the populations of different countries ; this needs careful consideration 
and planning by the different governments, with the co-operation of the 
great Allied powers and of Jewish authorities, representing the Jews in 
each state, and supported by Jewish representation from this country, 
the U.S.A., etc. In the countries with a large Jewish population they 
ask for “‘ group rights,’’ namely, the right to organise, with the help of 
the state, their own specific religious and educational life and their 
internal communal institutions. 


It will be an important task for those who will make the Peace to deal 
with the problem of anti-semitism as an international movement. This 
disease is an obvious curse to the whole world. It should be wiped out 
of civilised existence like white-slave traffic, or any other curse of the 
human race. It will be part of the duty of the new International Authority 

_ to introduce this task into its work, educationally and politically. All 
civilised humanity must join to wipe out this curse to all men and women. 
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- “the whole Middle East 


In the following pages an attempt is made to 
analyse briefly the problem of Arab-Jewish relations in 
Palestine against the rage res of the wider issues of 

broad setting restores our 
perspective; and within it the prospect of overcoming 
the difficulties seems to emerge more clearly. The case 
of the Arabs of Palestine is often erroneously simplified 
into that of a separate nation which is deprived of the 
right of self-determination through the Jewish Return, 
while at the same time, and with -more justice, it is 
claimed that they constitute a small fraction of the 
greater Arab race or nation. The Jewish case—that of a 
people nationally and culturally homeless, economically 
and even physically defenceless—baffles many by its 
unique and complex character. Yet history seldom 
works by precedent and analogy, and to shirk a problem 
because it is unique is to make its solution more difficult. 
It is therefore only right to look at the picture as a whole. 
Once the true needs of both Jews and Arabs are examined 
in their entire political, economic and social context, an 
adjustment becomes possible. 

‘“‘ Jews, Arabs and the Future of the Middle East” 
appeared in The Left News (in its ‘‘ International Socialist 
phe ’*"\ for December, 1943. It seemed useful to 

append another article by the same author which appeared 
in The Left News for November, 1942, giving some account 
of the work of human and national reconstruction done 
by the’ Jewish workers of Palestine. Both articles have 
undergone some minor alterations, and are reprinted by 
kind permission of the Editor. 


E. B. 
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JEWS, ARABS AND THE FUTURE 
OF THE MIDDLE EAST 


» OTH Arabs and Jews are closely concerned 
with the future of Palestine. That concern 
goes beyond the confines of Palestine, although 

in the case of the Arabs outside Palestine it is of 
fairly recent date. But there is a difference, both of 
essence and degree, about the way in which any 
<olution of the Palestine problem will affect the two 
races. To understand this difference is to see the 
whole problem in its proper perspective. 

Let us therefore begin by comparing the possible 
results of the fulfilment of either the Jewish or the 
Arab claim. The Royal Commission described, 
with some justification, the Arab-Jewish conflict 
as ‘‘fundamentally a conflict of right with right.’’* 
Where a conflict of this nature occurs, the obvious 
question would seem to be, which party can better 
afford a concession? To put it differently, which 
party, the Jews or the Arabs, needs Palestine more ? 
Which side stands to lose more if the hopes of the 
other come true? And in which case do any possible 
advantages counterbalance the losses ? 


The Arabs of Palestine, tu-day two-thirds of the 
population, claim the country as part of Syria and 
of the Arab world at large. Their claim is based on 
the principle of “‘ self-determination.’’ They regard 
themselves as part of that linguistic entity with 
common historical memories and a variety of terri- 
- torial and racial backgrounds known as the “‘ Arabs.”’ 
The Arabs, in this wide sense of the word, number . 


* Palestine Royal Commission Report (Cmd. 5479), p. 2, 1937. 
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some forty million and inhabit an area of well over 
three million square miles, from Gibraltar to the 
Persian Gulf. Their political organisation comprises 
many shades of development, ranging from medieval 
Arabia to fairly well-advanced Egypt. With the 
exception of French-controlled North-West Africa 
(and the Libyan provinces, of uncertain suzerainty 
after this war), all Arabic-speaking peoples live in 
states of a more or less independent nature. All 
independence in modern times is conditioned by 
economic strength, and in the absence of industrial 
development the sovereignty enjoyed by the Arab 
states must be rather limited. But it is a limitation 
not too obvious under the present conditions of life 
and education in these countries. To all intents 
and purposes, the Arabs live their lives in their own 
way and are ruled by their own people, which is 
more than can be said of most European nations 
to-day. And though the general advancement of 
the Arab peoples is, to a considerable extent, 
dependent on external factors, it is ultimately cir- 
cumscribed by their own effort. | 
The vast area of three million square miles (or of 
about 1,230,000 square miles, if Egypt and the rest 
of the Arab-speaking countries in Africa are excluded) 
would, if the demands of Palestinian Arabs are met, 
be still further increased by an addition of 45,000 
square miles (or of 10,500 square miles, if Eastern — 
Palestine beyond the Jordan is excluded). Are 
these 45,000 square miles essential to Arab nation- 
hood or Arab civilisation? Arab history answers 
this question conclusively. Since the appearance 
of Mohammed the Arabs have pushed far beyond 
the. heart of the Arabian peninsula, founding a 
number of centres of Arab dominion and culture. 
Palestine never ranked among them. It never 
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played any part in Arab history. And it never 
formed a basis for independent statehood—since 
the destruction of the Jewish State in 70 C.E. 


| THE DIFFERENCE 
If the Arab race has been associated with states 
in many countries (except in Palestine), the Jewish 
people never created a state elsewhere. Palestine 
itself, moreover, although responsible for the birth 
_of two religions, and indirectly for a third, produced 


only one nation and is only thus identified in the _ 


consciousness of mankind.. With unequalled ten- 
acity, and through eighteen centuries, the Jews 
hoped, and prayed, for the-Return. Under most 
trying conditions throughout the Middle Ages, they 
travelled to, and some of them always lived in, 
Palestine. In modern times, with somewhat in- 
creased opportunities, their attachment was trans- 
lated into the language of constructive effort on an 
ever larger scale. The present modern phase of 
Jewish resettlement in Palestine is already seventy 
years old. With half a century under a. hostile 
Ottoman régime, and the last two decades under 
a lukewarm British administration, it has been one 
long story of achievement despite adversity. 

It is a story which, if adequately ‘known, would 
dispel many doubts as to the Jews’ capacity .to 
build a sound: economic life, and to _ build 
it without harming the life of their neighbours. 
It would also dispel any. doubts as to whether 
“ancient history,’”’ as the anti-Zionist argument 
runs, can possibly determine our lives to-day. The 
fact that a number of Jews, especially in the West, 
have lost much of their Jewish consciousness and 
cohesion, still obscures to the Western world the far 
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ereater fact that the bulk of the House of Israel 
(the millions in the lands between the Baltic and the 
Black Sea, and in the new American Diaspora as 
well) are Jewish in a very deep sense, which does 
not necessarily contradict their other ties and 
allegiances. Deep down in their heart lives the 
feeling, accentuated, of course, by the constantly 
shifting spectre of anti-Semitism and Jewish suffer- 
ing, that even in lands where they may be com- 
paratively happy as individuals, they are still 
homeless as a people. | 
This view may coincide with, as it may be inspired 
by, a religious belief in the Return. It can just as 
well be arrived at on the basis of a cool, rational 
appraisal. The Jewish national movement has 
analysed the Jewish position from many angles, but 
has always reached the same conclusion. Re- 
inforced by the rebirth of oppressed nations in the 
last century, this conclusion was that the Jewish 
people is entitled to live its own full life and to create 
its own values in an atmosphere of freedom, like other 
nations. This has proved well-nigh impossible in a 


_ state of dispersion and divorce from a common land. 


But it was one of the paradoxes of their position 
that although the Jews could not live a full creative 
life, they would not die as a group. Palestine was 
the only land where the’ Jews had a chance of 
national regeneration, because it possessed an 
emotional attraction which it would take millennia 
to build up elsewhere. ‘‘ Elsewhere,’ however, 
did not exist, and all attempts to create territorial 
substitutes for the Jews, from the Argentinian 
experiment in the ‘nineties of the last century to 
Birobidjan in the ’thirties of this century, prove it. 
Palestine, moreover, happens to be largely empty, 
and even where not empty, underdeveloped. 
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A further highly important distinction is that, 
whereas Arab nationalism is exclusive, the Jewish 
movement of regeneration is not. If control of 
Palestine went to the Arabs (as the 1939 White 
Paper implied), the Jewish people at large would 
be denied their only approach to national self- 
determination. The present Jewish population in 
Palestine would, at best, enjoy a doubtful status 
as a “‘ tolerated” minority, as in the Middle Ages, 
or worse still, suffer the more recent fate of the 
Assyrians or Jews in Iraq. The Jewish movement, 
on the other hand, endorses the right of the Arabs 
to the fullness of political development in all 
Arab lands. It challenges, it is true, the right of 
the Arabs of Palestine to exclusive political pre- 
dominance in that country and asserts for itself 
the right to alter the present power-relations on 
grounds of the peculiar historical position of the 
Jewish people. But it fully recognises that the 
Palestinian Arabs are entitled to free national 
development as a community. eared in revolt 
against spiritual oppression and assimilation, Zion- 
ism has a deep respect for the background and 
values of others. The Jews have no desire to 
‘assimilate’ the Arabs. They do not set out to 
create a new “ Palestinian ’’ nation, but rather to 
bind two national communities, each preserving 
its historical identity, in common citizenship and 
equality of rights. Though with this difference, 
that for the Arab community the centre of gravity . 
in the national sense would naturally he beyond 
the border, whereas for the Jews Palestine would 
remain the basis of their reconstituted nationhood. 

The question therefore boils down to this. Has 
a race an exclusive right to all the lands it happens 
to live in, even if the bulk of its territories is un- 
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occupied, and one of these lands, inhabited by a 
mére fraction of its: numbers, means everything 
to another people? The German majority in the 
Sudeteriland or in Western Poland cannot exercise 
the: right of self-determination irrespective of the 
way it will affect the fate of the Czech or Polish 
nation.. There is even less force in. the claim of 
the Arab majority in: Palestine (but 2 per cent. 
of the Arab race, with half a dozen states at their 
disposal) to determine the fate of that country, 
irrespective of the needs and hopes of millions * 
rahe | | 


| THE WIDER SETTING 

Even a superficial observer of the transformation 
wrought by the Jews in Palestine is bound to admit 
that: a policy of preserving the status quo: in that 
country would not only bar the way to the solution 
of ia ‘world problem, but would also deprive the 
Middle East of a much needed stimulus to develop- 
ment, ‘Even without proper planning and co- 
ordination on a regional or continental scale, the 
Jewish effort in Palestine has already produced 
some of the effects imaginatively eases eas by 
T. E. Lawrence when he said: 


“The Jewish experiment is . . . a con- 
scious effort on the part of the least European 
people in Europe, to head against the drift 

' of ages, and return once more to the Orient 
from which they came.... The success 
of their scheme will involve inevitably the 
raising of the present Arab population to their 
own material level, only a little after themselves 
in point of time, and the consequence might 
be of highest importance for the future of the 
Arab world. It might well prove a source 
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of technical supply rendering them independent 
of industrial Europe, and in that case the new 
confederation might become a formidable 
-. element of world power. .Howéver, such a 
. contingency will not be for the first. or even . 
for the second generation, but it:must be borne 
- jn mind in any laying out of foundations’ of 
empire in Western Asia. - These to a very large 
extent must one or fall by sl course: of sms 
Zionist effort: ii 0% 0% 


It is therefore titty right to elonibadiee the widet 
setting in which the problems of Palestine are 
embedded. 


In ancient times the Middle. ‘East ‘nppeiies 
many times its present population. In these regions, 
where the rainfall is insufficient, the people had 
to build and maintain artificial systems of irrigation, 
- to terrace the hills in order. to prevent erosion 
and to-store up the winter rains in reservoirs,. In 
Iraq traces. of canals and dykes go back to ee 
fifth millennium before Christ. But in the wake 
of historical disasters these intricate systems’ were 
destroyed and the. country,, once a granary of the 
ancient world, was reduced to little more than a 
wilderness. To-day Iraq, a country the size‘ of 
Italy, and no poorer than the latter, holds a popula- 
tion of three and a half million. ‘Its main problem 
is best stated in the ‘words of a former Prime 
Minister of Iraq :-— ; 

‘What Iraq wants above everything else 
is more population. ‘This — is a necessary 
condition of progress. . . . In the Nile Valley, 
from Aswan to the sea, ‘where you have a 
riverain population living’ on irrigated lands, 

* Oriental Assembly, by T. E. Lawrence (Williams & Norgate). 


 ~p. 92. 


il 


there are some thirteen million inhabitants. 

The possible irrigable area in Iraq is certainly 

not less than that of Egypt.’’* 
Iraq; which according to Sir William Willcocks, 
‘the famous engineer, could take some fifty million 
settlers; is the most glaring example of great poten- 
tialities and enormous neglect. But the same is 
true of most countries in the Middle East. There 
are 3} million people in Syria and the Lebanon with 
an atea rather more than a third of pre-war Poland 
and less than a tenth of its population. Only a 
quarter of the area which, according to the French 
authorities, is cultivable, is actually farmed. Trans- 
jordan, three and a half times the size of Western 
Palestine, with very large cultivable areas, harbours 
less than 400,000 people. Even Saudi Arabia has 
large areas awaiting cultivation, as well as gold and, 
like Iraq, oil. Egypt alone, more westernised 
than any other Arabic-speaking country, has 
attained a fair density. of population. Here, 
fifteen million people live on a cultivated area which 
is only one-third larger than Western Palestine. 


TWO EXCEPTIONS 

Improvements have taken place in all these 
countries, especially since the last war, but no 
planned development on a large scale. Turkey 
since Mustafa Kemal and Palestine since the Balfour 
Declaration stand for the only two conscious 
efforts to break the rule of stagnation in the Middle 
East. Relieved of its domination over non-Turkish 
people, having increased its national cohesion as a 
result of the exchange of population with Greece, 
modern Turkey concentrated on education, agri- 
cultural improvement and industrialisation. Un- 

* Ja’far Pasha, in a speech to the Central Asian Society, 1926. 
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like the Arab succession states of the Ottoman 
Empire, modern Turkey grasped the essential 
truth that it is impossible to base real independence 
on economic poverty and social backwardness. 

But in the case of Turkey, as well as that of 
Palestine, the show of activity came from non- 
Arab peoples. The picture of the Arab Middle 
East, despite some gradual and inevitable changes, 
remained in many respects, and particularly in its 
social structure, the same after the last war as it 
was a century ago. Patriarchal relations prevailed 
in. each little community, headed by the Sheikh, 
outside of which community the individual had no 
standing. The big land-owning families, controlling 
wealth, education, and therefore power, had but little 
interest in the masses of the people except as an 
object of exploitation. “We keep the people 
ignorant and oppressed, in order to be able to govern 
them, for otherwise how could we govern them:? ”’ 
This confession of a leading member of the council 
at Antioch* in the last century still holds good. 
Ignorance and subjection among the people resulted 
in a general attitude of indifference and suspicion 
towards all authority which is ingrained in Arab 
mentality and hard to overcome. 


_ JEWS AND ARABS MEET 


But at least in the upper strata of this stagnant 
society a process of gradual change was going on. 
The contact with the West, ever stronger since the 
middle of the 19th century, the educational work 
done by Western agencies in the Lebanon and 
Egypt, stirred long slumbering national aspirations 

* Temperley, England and the Near East : The Crimea, p. 238, 


quoted in Journal of Royal Central Asian Society, July, 1940, 
p. 291. , 
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among the Arabic-speaking péoples:’ Curiously 
enough, the least advanced part of the Arab world 
—Arabia proper—became the location of the fresh 
impetus given to the Arab cause in the last war. 
This was perhaps primarily due to’ the fact that 
these territories were rathet less tightly controlled 
by the Tutks. British officers ‘who contacted the 
local Arab chiefs easily roused’ theif desire to shake 
off the Turkish yoke. Thus ‘‘a‘getieral Arab’ in- 
sutrection was planned,’ and though it never took 
place, yet Arab allies wére found’ who played a 
part in the overthrow of Ottoman rule which 
was overcome, however, by the soldiers of Britain, 
the Commonwealth and India.”’* © | 
What little help the Allies: obtained from’ the 
Arabs came from tribes led ‘by ‘members of the 
Hashemite family headéd by the Sherif of Mecca, 
who no doubt expected an Arab state under their - 
sceptre to be set up with the support of Britain. 
The story of why this State did not come into being 
does not belong here. Still, as a qualified‘observer 
notes, “‘ even had such an Arab state been set up 
under the guidance and control of a single Western 
Power, the resulting friction and ‘the economic 
and military burden would have’ been almost cer 
tainly too much for it.” Yet if one state was 
not established; Arabia).dand Irag, in addition to 
Egypt, became independent, Transjordan was set 
up as an afterthought, and Syria and the Lebanon 
are now well on the way to. independence. There 
was, however, never any doubt as to the status of 
Palestine during the last war and immediately 
after, although the official documents - “proved 
capable of misinterpretation. The Arabs were 


* Charles K. Webster in The Near East, Problems and 
ass The University of Chicago Press, 1942, p. 156. 
A. R. Gibb in The Near East, op. cit., p. "ee 
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not encouraged to believe that their state was to 
include Palestine. . Some months after the Balfour 
Declatation was made: public, in which the British 
Government stated that they “ view with favour 
the’ establishment: in Palestine of a national home 
for the Jewish’ people,” the Sherif welcomed 
the Jews to Palestine ‘as its original sons.’’* 
The aspirations of both Jews and Arabs were not 
regarded as mutually contradictory by either Arabs, 
Jews or ‘others. It appeared as a happy and 
significant coincidence to many that the national - 
struggle of both Jews and Arabs bore fruit almost 
simultaneously. About ‘the same time as the 
Arabs; after centuries of foreign rule, were nearing 
their political emancipation, the: Jews, too, could. 
rejoice in the fact that for the first time in in- 
ternational politics, after many ‘centuries, “ recogni- 
tion has (thereby) been given to the historical 
connection of the Jewish people with Palestine and 
to the grounds for. reconstituting their national 
home in that country”’+ Since so much is made 
of the supposedly inhérent contradiction between 
Arab and Jewish claims, it is well to remember 
that, as the: Royal Commission put it, ‘‘ there wasa | 
time when Arab statesmen were willing to concede 
little Palestine to the Jews provided that the rest 
of Arab Asia were free.’’ And the Arabs’ attitude 
was not of mere acquiescence, ‘but of willingness 
to co-operatein:the policy of restoring the Jews to 
their ancient country. Arab and Armenian speakers 
participated in the London meeting of December 
2nd, : 1917, convened. to celebrate the Balfour 
Declaration; when Lord Robert Cecil said: ‘ Our 
wish is that Arabian countries shall be for the Arabs, 


-* Documents. relating to the ge ahon Letters. The Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, 1939, ee 
ft en of Nations Mandate for Palestine (Cmd. 1785), 1922. 
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Armenia for the Armenians and Judaea for the 
Jews.” * Such staunch champions of the Arab 
cause as Sir Mark Sykes and T. E. Lawrence, 
espoused the cause of the Jews in Palestine not least 
because they trusted in their ability to quicken the 
pace of development in the whole Middle East. 

The most striking evidence of a co-operative 
spirit in the Arabs was contained in the Feisal- 
Weizmann agreement. In past ages, relations be- 
tween Arabs and Jews were based on toleration. 
Now, for the first time, they met.as equals. The 
document signed on January 3rd, 1919, by the 
Emir Feisal, on behalf of the Arab Kingdom of 
Hedjaz, and Dr. Chaim Weizmann, on behalf of the 
Zionist Organisation, was an agreement providing 
for ‘‘ the closest possible collaboration in the develop- 
ment of the Arab state and Palestine.’ It spoke 
of the kinship of Jews and Arabs, fully endorsed 
large-scale Jewish immigration and settlement and 
foresaw the collaboration of Jewish experts from 
Palestine in the economic development of the Arab 
Middle East.t The chief Arab representative at 
the Peace Conference, Feisal, accepted the Jewish 
programme for Palestine, submitted to the Con- 
ference, as ‘‘ moderate and proper ”’ ; and the Syrian 
Delegation which opposed Feisal’s claim to rule 
Syria and wanted a Palestine federated with Syria 
also welcomed Jewish resettlement in Palestine. 
“We are working together for a reformed and re- 
vived Near East, and our two movements complete 
one another,’’ Feisal wrote to Mr. Felix Frankfurter, 
a member of the Zionist Delegation to the Peace 
Conference, after the agreement was signed. ‘‘ The 
Jewish movement is national and not imperialist. 


1918). text in Great Britain, Palestine and the Jews (London, 


. 1 The agreement was published in The Times of June 10, 1936. 
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Our movement is national and not imperialist, 
and there is room in Syria for us both. Indeed, I 
think that neither can be a real success without the 
other.” These instances of harmonious Arab- 
Jewish relations after the last war lit up, albeit for a 
short time, the road to a better future. If later 
events, and the interference of external factors, 
blocked it, the facts renfain as an indication of what 
could be achieved on a more durable basis. 


ZIONIST POLICY TOWARDS THE ARABS 
In the peculiar conditions of Palestine under the 
Mandate, where the relations of the two peoples 
were less decisive than the exalted, supervisory 
position of the mandatory administration, holding 
the scales and always able to tip them, all agree- 
ment between the two parties ultimately depended 
on the third. The Arab mind, still overawed - by 
all authority, was quick to register every vacillation 
in the British attitude ; and when it became evident 
that the idea of the Mandate was by no means the 
grande passion of the Administration, Arab-Jewish 
understanding became practically impossible. : 
In spite of this the Jews never ceased to hope for 
an understanding. Their negotiations with the 
Arab leaders, and Dr. Weizmann’s agreement with 
Feisal, prove that they did not, as is sometimes 
alleged, disregard the Arab factor. The first Zionist 
Congress after the last war (in 1921) proclaimed : 

. . . the determination of the Jewish people 
to live with the Arab people on terms of concord 
and mutual respect, and together with them 
to make the common home into a flourishing 
community, the building of which may assure 
to each of its ‘Peoples an undisturbed national 
development.” ) 
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‘The first Elected. Assembly of Palestine. Jews, 
meeting in Jerusalem on October 7th, 1920, adopted 
a resolution describing ‘‘ the maintenance of peace 
and friendship with the Arab people as an urgent 
condition for the success of our work, leading to the 
realisation of our national aspirations. The Jewish 
and Arab peoples, akin in race, language and culture, 
will hasten their renaissance, and the renaissance 
of the East, through common work and mutual 
assistance.’ The “ basic principle that, without 
reference to numerical strength, neither of the two 
peoples shall dominate or be dominated by the 
other,’ was contained in an Executive statement, 
read by Nahum Sokolow at the Seventeenth Zionist 
Congress, 1931, but it was inherent in many state- 
ments previously made. And the same idea inspired 


Dr. Weizmann’s words to the Royal Central Asian 
Society on May 26th, 1936, soon-after the latest 


wave of terror, this time financed by the Axis, broke — 
out :— 

_ “IT am not pessimistic. I do foliawe in.a 

‘ future co-operation of Jews and Arabs, what- 

ever may be happening to-day. ; and I do believe 

_a time will come when both Jews and Arabs 

will understand that they can liveas, for instance, 

the different races live in Switzerland... 

To-day the Arabs are in the majority, and they 

try to dominate, whether by clubs,.or knives, 

or arson ... To-morrow the Jews may be in 

a majority. But neither Arab nor. Jew should 

dominate or be dominated. There are examples 

in the world, in the British Empire, of two 

peoples, two groups, living together and working 

together for a common end . At any rate, 

so far as concerns those who have. been guiding 

the destiny of the Zionist movement for the 
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last iwonie years, they have consistently aimed 
at such an understanding and they are going 


_. to aim at it until their hope is a: on co 
~~ soil of Palestine.’’* 


- TRANSFORMATION IN PALESTINE 

We have referred to the rule of economic and 
social stagnation in the Middle East. Palestine, 
before the modern. phase of Jewish settlement,. was 
no. exception: to this rule. Having been invaded 
at least seventeen times since the Arab conquest, its 


fate was even less enviable than that of most of its 
neighbours. 


“Tn the twelve centuries ‘aad more that passed 
_ since the Arab conquest Palestine had virtually 
, dropped out of history . . . In economics as in 
olitics Palestine lay outside the main stream - ) 
_the world’s life. In the realm of thought, i 
_science or in letters, it made no contribution to 
: modern civilisation. Its last. state was worse 
than its first. In 1914, the condition of the 
country was an outstanding example of the 
lethargy and maladmini stration of the pre-war 
Ottoman régime. The population, still over- 
a ~-whelmingly Arab, eked out a precarious existence 
mainly in the hills, On the plains, where life and 
_ property were less secure, such irrigation work as 
“had existed in ancient times had long disappeared. 
Oranges were grown round Jaffa, but most of the 
“maritime belt was only sparsely populated and 
only. thinly cultivated. Esdraelon for the most 
part was marshy and malarious. Eastwards beyond 
_ Jordan nothing remained of the Greek cities of 
’ classical times save one or two groups of deserted 


* Journal of _ — Central Asian Society, . J aly... 1936, 
Vol. XXIII, p 
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ruins. Southwards in Beersheba, once the site 
of several prosperous towns, all traces of urban 


life had long lain buried under the encroaching 


sand.” * 


To complete the picture, it may be added that 
extortion by tax collectors—the taxes were farmed 
out to the highest bidder—killed any inclination to 
enterprise. Feudal anarchy, the venality of officials 
and courts of justice, and public insecurity were 
the order of the day. The roads were infested with 
roaming Bedouins to whom robbery was a virtue 
and necessity alike. 

The Jewish work of reconstruction reversed the 
rule of decay. Unlike other movements of colonisa- 
tion, the Jewish pioneers abhorred all colonial 
methods of exploitation and dispossession.t They 
came to Palestine not to establish themselves at the 
expense of the non-Jewish population, but to create 
new economic positions, which did not exist there 
before ; these would supplement Arab economy and 
ultimately raise its level.{ Their activity revo- 
lutionised the whole agricultural and industrial 


background of Palestine. Unlike the Turkish 


Revolution, this Jewish revolution had no state 
power behind it. Carried on by idealism and 
staying power, it wrested large areas from a state of 
wilderness and disease, and made Palestine a healthy 
country once again. It utilised water resources 
for irrigation and power. Unprofitable cereal culti- 
vation has over large areas been replaced by intensive 
mixed farming. Vegetable production, dairy farm- 
ing and poultry breeding has come to the fore. 
Agricultural machines were introduced at a very 


_* Palestine Royal Commtssion Report (Cmd. 5479), 1937, p. 6. 
~* See also p. 33 onwards. 


t Report o the Shaw Commission (Cmd. 3530), 1980, p. 176. 
90 : 


high rate.* During one year, 1935, the index of 
the import of agricultural machinery per head was 
100 in Palestine as against 9.7 in Egypt, 4.7 in Syria, 
and 1.2 in Iraq. With regard to the import of 
industrial machinery, the index figures for the same 
- year were 100 for Palestine, compared with 9.1 for 
Egypt, 7.9 for Syria, and 4.9 for Iraq. The increase 
in citrus production has within a few years sent 
Palestine to the second place (after Spain) among the 
citrus exporting countries. The volume of foreign 
trade per head of the population in the year 1935 
was £19-980 in Palestine as against £4-430 in Egypt, 
£3-350 in Syria, and £3°300 in Iraq. In 1936 Jewish 
industry in Palestine produced goods to the value 
of £9,000,000. Industrial production for 1943 was 
about £37,500,000 (although the war-time rise in 
prices must be taken into account in trying to 
estimate the actual increase in the volume of 
output). 

If the Jews established a new economy and a 
fresh market,. based on a higher standard of life, 
the effects of this development could not be confined 
to the Jewish sphere alone. - In a hundred ways it 
fructified Arab economic life and effected changes 
which. would otherwise have taken generations. 


INCREASE OF ARAB POPULATION 
Most striking results could be observed in the 
increase of the Arab population. 
“It has risen since 1920 from about 600,000 
to about 950,000 (in 1937), and in this case, unlike 
' the Jewish, the rise has been due in only a slight 
degree to immigration. These are remarkable 
figures, especially in view of the general belief 


* Jewish Colonisation in Palestine, by David Horowitz 
Jerusalem, 1937, p. 21. 
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that the population of ‘Palestine under the 
Ottoman régime was more or less stationary.”’* 
Compared with the 50.1 per cent. increase in 
Palestine’s non-Jewish population during the years 
1922-1935, the population of Egypt, for example, 
during 1923-1935 grew by only 13 per cent. Even 


_ if the unchecked ‘Arab immigration from the neigh- 


bouring countries played a greater part than the 
Royal Commission thought it did, the chief factors 
in this increase would still be the higher birth-rate, — 
the reduced death-rate and infant mortality rate, 
resulting from the greatly improved economic and 
hygienic conditions in Palestine since the Mandate. 
And it was significant that the largest increase in 
the Arab population was in those parts of Palestine 
which were developed by Jewish work. 
Another indication of change was provided by the 
stoppage of Arab emigration. - Until the last war, 
Palestine, like Syria, of which it was part, provided 
a stream of Arab emigrants to America and other 
countries. In 1913 Arab emigrants from the 
Jerusalem district alone numbered 2,000. By 1936 
the number of Arab emigrants from the whole of 
Palestine had been reduced to 387. In Syria, 
however, where Jewish work did not operate, 
emigration remained relatively high, the annual 
average from 1922-1933 being 9,300.¢ ~~ — ° 
< Still another feature of Jewish settlement was 
descr ibed in a Report of the High Commmmestoner for 
Palestine as early as 1925 :—- 
“Of the large Jewish expenditure in the 
‘country a considerable part percolated to the 
Arab ‘population; the sales of land enabled 
- Many. owners to free themselves from debt and to 


\'* Royal Commission Réport (Cmd: 5479), P. 125, 
a Dy; Heeowite, op. cit., p. 7. 


_ obtain capital with which to develop the'land that 
they retained. It is impossible for six million 
pounds to be spent in so small a country without 
all sections of the people rem. the economic 
benefit.’’* 

The flow of Jewish capital into Palestine heb since 
exceeded a hundred million pounds. Fellaheen 
who sold part of their land to Jewish settlers con- 
tinued to improve their methods of cultivation and 
their standard of life. Jewish immigration has 
provided the Arab peasant with large urban markets 
able to pay high prices’ for his ‘produce. It has also 
provided the Government treasury with the means 
to remit the fellah’s taxes, to offer him loans and 
seeds free of charge. 

It would be wrong to assume. that all this was 
enough to wipe out: the effects of age-long poverty 
and neglect. Though to a smaller degree than 


- before, the fellah is still much under the thumb of 


the Arab landlord and usurer, often one and- the 
same person. The accumulation of land in the hands 
of the effendis,t and of debts weighing on the fellah, 
two processes not unconnected with one another ; 

the lack of equipment capital, and the fact that in 
many cases the fellah owns more land than he can 
cultivate, are still the dominant features of Arab 
peasant life. The -fellah’s difficulties could only 
be overcome -through agricultural intensificatién. 
In view of his heavy indebtedness ordinary credits 
are inadequate. By linking up the needs of the 


fellah and those of the new Jewish settler, many 


of these difficulties could be solved. There is no 


* Report of the High Commissioner on the Administration of 
Palestine for the Y ears 1920-25, p. 43. 


+ Jewish Colonisation and the Fellah, by M. Smelansky, Tel- 
Aviv, 1930, p. 7. According to Smelansky, almost half of the 


- 8,800,000 dunams (a dunam is about a quarter of an acre) cultiv- 
able land owned by Arabs belonged to some 250 landlord anne. 
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reason why the Arab peasant, given the necessary 
capital, could not follow the example of the Jewish 


farmer who, forty years ago, required 250 dunams 
_of land for his subsistence, needed only 100 dunams 


of unirrigated land after the last war, and when 
itrigation was developed, managed on 20 dunams, 
because the income of one dunam of irrigated land 
was equal to the income of five dunams of unirrigated 


land.* 


ARAB-JEWISH TRADE UNION 
CO-OPERATION 
Beyond the natural interaction of Jewish and 
Arab‘economic life there was great deal of ordinary 
human co-operation and good will. Many fellaheen 
knew that Jewish work did not dispossess Arabs 
or harm their interests, and this is why they were 
not easily swayed by those who incited them 
against the Jews. Some learned from the Jewish 


example in farming and exchanged friendly visits -- 


with their Jewish neighbours. The Fascist Arab 
gangs, in their long campaign of terror before this 
war, had to resort to murdering hundreds of Arab 
villagers before they could impose their will, albeit 
temporarily, on the Arab countryside. When Arab 
workers went on strike in a quarry near Haifa, 
Jewish workers collected funds to provide them with 
food until they won better conditions of work. The 
existing good will assumed a more concrete shape 
when the Jewish Labour Federation (Histadruth) 
took the initiative in sponsoring the formation of 
Arab trade unions. Faithful to the principle of 
free national development, the Histadruth aimed 


* Minutes of Evidence, Palestine Royal Commission, London, ) 


1937, p. 103. 
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at an ultimate confederation of autonomous Arab 
and Jewish trade unions through the Palestin 


Labour League. 


The number of Arab urban workers is small. 
Many are only seasonal workers who work their 
own fields most of the year, and are, natural 
difficult to organise. The first serious attempt was 
made in a sphere of life where Arabs are employed 
the whole year round and where conditions of 
work for Arabs and Jews were identical. In the 
Government Departments of Railways, Posts and 
Telegraphs, Jews and Arabs have worked together 
since 1919 and in this exceptional case a joint trade 
union was formed, having reciprocal relations with 
the General Federation of Jewish Labour. . 

It soon became evident that the Administration — 
had no love for Arab-Jewish trade union organisa- 
tion. In one way or another, the Arab workers 
were given to understand that they would fare better 
if they dropped their association with their Jewish 
fellow-workers (usually described as dangerous 
‘“‘ Bolsheviks”). Had they listened to the advice, 
they would have lost the benefit of services like 
health insurance and other forms of mutual aid 
provided for them by the Histadruth (usually at a 


- lower rate), nor would the Government itself have 


arranged for alternative facilities. 

The effect of the struggle.of the Jewish working- 
class went, of course, far beyond the modest con- 
fines of organised Arab labour. It was mainly due 
to the efforts of the Jewish Labour Federation that 
the Arab workers in the railways and other Govern- 
ment departments, in the Haifa port, as well as in 
some undertakings financed by international capital, 
secured an eight-hour day and fairly decent con- 
ditions. Annual leave with pay, insurance against 
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accidents while at work, a certain, though insufficient, 
amount of protection of child and woman labour, 
most of these things are an unheard-of advance as 
far as the Arab masses are concerned. The wage 
level, and the standard of working conditions of 
Arab workers in Palestine, is higher than that of 
Arab workers in any of the neighbouring countries, 
including advanced Egypt. Despite the fact that — 
the combined forces of the authorities, including 
police and law courts, and the Arab extremists, 
opposed Arab-Jewish trade union co-operation, and 
although seyeral members of the Palestine Labour 

had fallen at the hands of the terrorist 


— gangs, the bulk of the membership kept faith with 
their trade unions. This fact is certainly a tribute 


to the spirit of confidence which has grown up among 


- .the Arab and Jewish workers. 


_ PALESTINE: TEST-CASE OF 
CONSTRUCTIVE DEMOCRACY 


The barren official policy in matters like economic 
planning or Judeo-Arab trade union co-operation 
was not an entirely isolated phenomenon. The. 
failure of Arab- Jewish co-operation on a really large 
scale was due to the failure of constructive ideas 
to take root. It was ultimately a failure of Western 
guidance. After the last war, the sources of vic- 
torious democracy quickly dried up. To the Arabs, 
and to the Arab intelligentsia in particular, 
democracy never introduced itself either as a burning 
faith or as a great constructive programme. It 
was content to remiain a political formula, a mere 
tool by means of which the ruling classes were to 
achieve power. And it was indeed more convenient . 
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for these classes to speak about ‘ self-determina- 
tion,’ ‘‘ responsible government,”’ or the disappear- 
ance of the last vestige of ‘‘ imperialism ”’—all 
honourable ends—rather than shoulder such tasks 
as the raising of the social, economic and educational 
_ standard of their own people. It was one of the 
most tragic features of Western guidance among 
. the peoples of the Middle East and elsewhere that, 
having offered them the slogans of formal democracy 
it failed to direct their attention to the very real 
and tremendous tasks confronting them. If Fascist — 
and Nazi ideology made deep inroads into Arab 
minds before and during this war, it was not. a little 
due to the fact that the men who represented Western 
democracy on the spot were not endowed with the 
vision to make constructive democratic ideas a 
reality in the lives of — people. — 
the Middle East. 

Palestine, in a sense, was a test case, for the 
carrying out of the Jewish National Home policy 
presupposed a dynamic conception of the kind 
which T. E. Lawrence understood. A policy. of 
“reconstruction,” utilising the fresh economic . 
and cultural impulse created by the Jews, including 
a rational redistribution of lands and agricultural 
and industrial development, would have raised still 
further the standard of the Arabs while creating 
‘new opportunities for Jewish settlement. It would 
have also paved, the way towards political colla- 
boration of Arab and Jew on the basis of the 
Mandate, while pening vistas of sound political 
development beyond the Mandate period. 

Such reforming zeal, however, was outside the 
scope of the British colonial service which was 
largely responsible for administering and inter- 
preting the Mandate. The introduction of a dyna- 
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mic element like the Jews into a scene which would 
not otherwise call for a special effort of imagination 


‘was a disturbing factor to the average administrator, 


who preferred working with the reactionary ruling 
classes among the Arabs. He did not try to bridge 
the gulf between Jews and Arabs, but came to regard 
it as something useful in itself. By inventing the 
myth, many times now authoritatively disproved, 
about J ewish encroachment upon Arab rights and 
possessions, he managed to provide himself with a 
sense of mission: to protect the weak against the 


‘strong. He thus willingly played into the hands 


of effendis who were anxious to erect a barrier to. 
prevent the wind of progress from blowing into Arab 
homes. The Arab landowners and clergy, linked 
with the professional intelligentsia related to them, 
were genuinely alarmed to see the emancipation 
ofthe Arab masses progressing under the impact 


_ of Jewish work. They were relieved to find British 


officials thinking along similar lines. This eniente 
cordiale between unimaginative colonial officials and. 
feudal Arab leaders was, and is, at the bottom of 
all the difficulties in Palestine. 

The adjustment of Arab-Jewish relations is 
essential to an equitable solution of the Palestine 
problem. Once achieved it will have an immediate 
and direct bearing on two great problems: the 
relief of Jewish suffering on a world scale, and the 
economic rebuilding of the Middle East. But 
neither of these objectives could ever be attained 
if reactionary, old-world conceptiens will prevail. 


PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE > 


In Palestine the Jews’ possess most of the 
managerial skill and the leadership required for the 
task of transformation which they have set them- 
selves. An enterprise of this nature cannot prospe 
under foreign management, however friendly. Yet 
Western democratic guidance will still be neces- 
sary for a considerable time in Palestine as else- 
where. Can the United Nations supply a bolder 
approach, deeper insight and better planning than 
has been forthcoming hitherto ? 


Seventy per cent. of the area of Western Palestine 
is neither cultivated nor inhabitated. With the 
husbanding of already ascertained water resources, 
the artificial irrigation of four million dunams 
becomes possible, on which 200,000 families could 
be settled in agriculture alone. There are ereat 
tracts of land in the south of Palestine and there is 
plenty of water, especially in the north of the country. 
But the combination of the two involves State 
planning. Dr. Lowdermilk’s scheme, for example, 
would, if carried out, save for irrigation all the water 
now flowing to waste into the Dead Sea, while 
producing cheap power, by building a canal from 
the Mediterranean to the Jordan Valley. It would 
create room for four million settlers over and above 
the present population.* Any scheme for increasing 
what is called the “absorptive capacity” of Palestine, 
presupposes, of course, a combination of agricultural 
and industrial development with the potentialities. 
inherent in the country’s geographical position. It 
furthermore takes into account the capacity for 
dynamic progress of the Jews. Whatever the basis 


~*Dr. Walter Clay Lowd ermilk: Palestine, Land of Promise 
(Gollanez, 1944, 4/6). 
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of estimate and approach, one arrives at the con- 
clusion that there is room in Palestine for several 
million fresh settlers, without harming any of the 


present inhabitants, Jew or Arab. 


‘On ‘the foundations ‘already laid in Palestine, it 
will naturally be easier to build than elsewhere in 
the Middle East. But the experience accumulated, 
and the skill available in Palestine, could be used 
in’ any scheme of planning for the benefit of the 
backward populations in this key-region of the 
world: The various countries of the Middle East 
have many problems in common, which could be 
more easily. tackled under regional arrangements. 
Natural resources and human talent could be pur- 
euuiead directed and, where necessary, pooled. 
ntensive irrigation,. the expansion of the areas of 
cultivation and of the range of crops are the major 
problems. T he irrigable area alone in the Middle 
East could. take, according to a: conservative 
estimate, an additio, al population of 12,600,000. 
The unirrigable but cultivable area could take, on the 
basis of a density of only 50 per sq. km., another 
15 million people. About -30 million could thus be 
settled in this region on a purely ‘agricultural basis 
alone.* Nor should the industrial potentialities 
of this region at the junction of three continents be 
left ovt.of account. The possibilities are practically 
unlimited, and if the young States of the Middle 


East are not to relapse into the obscurity from 


which | they are beginning to emerge, they must 
learn to organise their resources and attain a higher 
level of productivity. 


An exclusively economic approach will not solve 


(eM ovement of Pipainiion and Economic Expansion i in the 
Midsie Ee East, by . Dr. A A, Roane, in a eran pn, 
P: 
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the thorny political problems of this tegion. But 
it may be worth while starting at the economic 
end after this war. It may’serve to restore political 
difficulties to their right proportions. None of'the 
Middle East States could achieve security against 
aggression out of their own resources. The associa- 
tion with an external’ power, or some system of 


security, is therefore an absolute necessity. The 


dangers of imperialism are only too obvious. But 
there is no short cut to real independence. The 
road to it leads through better education, health and 
economic organisation.. 

We have seen something of that which Palestine 
might mean to the physical revival of the Middle 
East. Politically, too, a Jewish Palestine presents 
no danger to a politically maturing Arab world. 
Surrounded by several countries which are pre- 
dominantly Arab, it will always depend on them 
for a good part of its markets. For this reason 
alone a Jewish State would have to cultivate friendly 


relations with the Aiab nations. But as Feisal 


rightly said, the Jewish movement is “ national 
and not: imperialist.” Far from being a danger 
it can become a vital factor in the revival of the 
Arab peoples. The present Arab leadership, vacil- — 
lating for a good many years between the allurements 
of the Axis and the baits of “ appeasement,” will 
hardly volunteer a recognition of Jewish needs 
in Palestine, as long as the barren policy of the 1989 
White Paper, the Eastern corollary of Munich, has 
not been swept away. If the Jews are to be doomed 
to minority status in their National Home, as the 
White Paper allows them to presume, and as long as 
British representatives encourage Arab leaders to 
count on the maintenance of this destructive policy, 
which is against the best interests of both Arabs and 
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Jews, these leaders could not be expected to reckon 
with a J ewish Palestine when they discuss an Arab 

ederation, or, in Mr. Eden’s ae “any scheme 
that commands general appro\ 


Whatever errors of tesdirttihiet may be added to 
past mistakes, Palestine, it must be remembered, 
is no longer an Arab country. Jewish rights 
could not be sacrificed to the interests of any 
scheme for the simple reason that the Jews of Pales- 
tine will never agree to an arrangement of this kind. 
Equality of status, and the recognition of a Jewish 
Palestine, are the only basis on which they will 


co-operate in a design to revive the Mediterranean 
world. 


“With new opportunities opening before them,”’ 
Professor Hancock says in his Argument of Empire,* 
‘the Arabs might have turned to the Jews as col- 
laborators, instead of -turning against them as 
interlopers.’’ And he adds: “It is by pursuing 
great enterprises together that men find unity with 
each other and in their unity discover the road of 
true freedom.” It will be up to the United Nations 
to give a clear, unmistakable lead. 


s 


* W. K. Hancock, Argument of Empive, pp. 135-6. (Penguin). 
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REBUILDING: THE JEWISH 
COMMONWEALTH 


LABOUR'S ROLE 


'HE interest in the Jewish Labour Movement of 
. Palestine and its future is bound to grow in a 
world bent on reconstruction. It is threefold. As 
the decisive factor in the movement of Jewish revival, 
Palestine Labour offers a clear illustration of the 
influence of active. socialism on a national move- 
ment and a great national undertaking. As a 
workets’ movement it is exceptional in character, 
composition, the seriousness of rts socialist will 
the scope of its voluntary socialist achievement. 
Lastly, as a result of both its socialist and its national 
attainments, it will have a considerable part to play 
in relation to two world problems of reconstruction : 
that of the Jewish people and that of the Middle 
Fast. 
The Jewish Labour movement of Palestine is not 
a “‘ native ’”’ movement in the accepted sense. It is 
the product of the age-long urge of the Jews to 
return to their ancestral home. Of the half a million 
Jews who live in Palestine to-day, forming a third 
of the total population, over two-thirds have come 
into the country in the last 20 years.* Most of the 
others came with one of the earlier waves of the 


133,000 persons—are registered membe 
General Federation of Jewish Labour (H stadruth 
pers: If one took into account the families 

* Thou the early stages of the development of the “Jewish 
sky , Palestine already holds a higher of 
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ers and their dependants; over half of the 
total J ewish population would come. within the 
orbit of the Labour Federation. Its registered 
membership. alone represents the highest percentage 
of voluntarily organised labour anywhere in the 
world. . The same percentage, expressed in terms of 
Great. Britain, would mean 12,000,000 registered 
ena of the British Trade. Unions. 


_ DISTINCTIVE FEATURES 


If. one recalls that at its inception, in December, 
1920, the Labour Federation numbered 4,433 
members out of a. Jewish population of some 60,000, 
the increase, absolutely, no less than relatively, 
must. appear amazing. But if one were to go to 
Palestine and “ interview’ Jewish workers up and 
down the country about the future of their move- 
ment, one would more often than not hear that they 
were looking forward to a membership of millions. 

For with Jewish Labour in Palestine, the “ future” 
is much more than a single aspect of a more or less 
established thing—it is the very essence of the 
movement. ‘‘ Our eyes are fixed upon the ships that 
come,” said a Jewish Labour writer in Palestine 
many years. ago, and this characterises not the 
mental attitude of an individual, but. that of the 
Jewish working community in Palestine as a whole. 
It will be one of the-first things to strike one when 
comparing, Palestine with other countries, that quite 
unlike . their, fellow-workers in other lands, the 
Jewish workers of Palestine are not only welcoming 
new arrivals, but have set up a world-wide machinery 
to train them in their countries of origin, so that 
they might be prepared, physically and culturally, 

for their task in the new land. One may argue that 
this attitude is due to the fact that the Palestinian 
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economy is continually growing. But this growth, 

at least as far as private initiative is concerned, is 
haphazard, and involves frequent fluctuations, 
including periods when the supply of labour is in 
excess of demand. ‘Yet even in such times there is 
no indication of resentment at further immigtation. 
One may therefore conclude that largely responsible 
for this fact is the realisation on the part of Jewish 
workers in Palestine that in the new arrivals; and 
the continuity of such arrivals, lies their destiny and 
_ the raison d’éire of their work. Their object ‘is a 
Jewish Labour Commonwealth in Palestine, which 
would eventually normalise the Jewish position in 
the world by regaining for the Jews their place as'a 
free, equal member of the family of nations.*: This 
object is impossible of achievement without immigra- 
tion. Déprived of fresh blood, isolated in a vast 
énvironment of backward populations , all that has 
already been achieved in Palestine in terms of 
civilisation, the evolution of advanced forms of 
social life, and, last but not least, of a new type of 
Jew, would ultimately succumb to the ute 
decay. ; 

» This anxiety for, and dependence on, seibaiiietitnal 
is not the only feature which distinguishes: Palestine 
Jewish Labour from other Labour movements... It 
‘is also unique» inasmuch as the majority of its 
-members have not started their active life as workers. 
They have become workers. This: transformation 
was a spontaneous act of faith and revolt, especial 


on the part of the younger generati _ Baviigg spent 


the earlier part of their — as. sons of a 


they: were filled with the: futility wy their steel Je p 
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and moral degradation. But even where he was not 


gradually squeezed out of employment, the more 
sensitive type of young Jew saw no hope for his 
people. As an individual, a mere social atom, he 
might, perhaps, be disposed to struggle on and hope 
for the protection of national minorities; or draw 
comfort from the eschatological vision of the days 
when “nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation ’’; or, better still, work and wait for the 
social revolution. 

But as part of a greater whole, of a national 
entity which would not. perish, he could not wait. 
And his impatience grew, the more clearly he saw 
the inevitability of the Palestinian solution. Evolu- 
tion or Revolution were, in varying degrees, good 
and deserving causes and well worth working for. 
But the reality of Jewish life and the Jews’ status 
among the nations were even more abnormal than 
those exceptional cases in national and international 
relations which were covered by existing, or con- 
templated, treaties and arrangements. Even 
socialism, in itself, would not remove the evil 
inherent in the anomaly of the Jewish position. In 
the initial stages a planned socialist economy might 


even worsen the Jews’ economic plight, since the 


Jewish occupations are the most likely to be affected 
in the process of re-planning. But even after a 
large number of Jewish middlemen will have found 


their way into new professions, the abnormal 


stratification of the Jews, which is a 
result of their national homelessness, is bound to 
reappear, though in a different shape, in a replanned 
economy, and with it may well re-emerge the ghastly, 
familiar features of the phenomenon called anti- 
Semitism. The professional distribution of the Jews 
would not matter, one way or the other, should the 
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Jews cease to be Jews. But this “ solution,” even 
were it feasible, will never be acceptable to those 
Jews who cared less for their individual vegetation 
than for their survival as a collective entity. 

_ The alternative was, of course, that of full national 
re-integration, and it was the more attractive to 
many Jewish Socialists because its basis was the 
sound premise that all charity begins at home. This, 
naturally, implied that to exercise charity you 
need .a home. Such, indeed, was the of 
mind of Palestine’s labour pioneers, Rather than be 
suspected of preaching socialism to others, they 
would show how they meant to implement it in their 
own lives. Rather than provide the intellectual 
appendix of a Russian or Polish proletariat, while 
passively watching the disintegration and de- 
proletarisation of the Jewish working masses, they 
would become workers themselves, and pioneers of 
a better future for their people. 


SOCIALISM AND POSITIVE 
NATIONALISM | 

Such was the characteristic reaction of Jewish 
youth to their position. It prevails to-day with no 
less force than at the beginning of the century, when 
it was accentuated by the 1905 Russian Revolution, 
and the disillusionment which followed it. The 
pogroms of the same year were a warning, and, to 
many Jewish Socialists, a sad awakening. A eo 
remy of them did not care for the role assignec 
them in the saying of Vladimir Medem, who. was 
lates the leader of the ‘“‘ Bund,” that Jewish blood 
was a “lubricant ’”’ for the wheels of the Russian 
Revolution. It was in the same year (1905), that 
groups of Socialist Zionists left Russia for Palestine 
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to lay there the foundations for the Jewish Labout 
Movement and to achieve a synthesis of Socialism 
and a true, humane Nationalism. 

To those nations in Europe which have experi- 
enced foreign rule, the close kinship between the 
national and social struggle is nothing new. A mis-_ 
construed internationalism allowed the notion to 
develop that Socialism and Nationalism were naar 
to one another. The responsibility for it was la 
Marx’s, who regarded Nationalism not as siclieth 
organic and positive, as a universal basis of the 
social struggle, but as a Sete political or economic 
question. He approved of Polish Nationalism 
because it was helpful in the fight against Tsarism, 
whereas he opposed the national movement of the 
Slavs in the Habsburg monarchy because they were 
economically ‘‘ backward ” and therefore hampered 
the development of capitalist economy. Where 
_ principle was absent, the way to prejudice and dis- 
crimination was open. Having grown up amongst 
assimilated middle-class Jews in Germany , Marx 
seemed to have had no compunction in identifying 
Jewry with Capitalism. Kautsky only elaborated 
on this theme when he declared that the Jews as 
individuals could be regarded as a revolutionary 
factor but that Judaism was reactionary. The sooner 
the Jewish people as an entity die, the better for . 
them and for society. This blindness towards the 
real needs and character of the Jewish people was 
encouraged by the ‘“ broad-minded” muddle- 
headedness of certain groups of Jewish Socialists, 
and became unfortunately characteristic of a whole 
socialist generation. Socialism developed away from 
its infantile attitude towards the national question ; 
its negative attitude towards the Jewish national 
movement died harder. It was in 1897, the year in 


which political Zionism appeared in the international 
arena, that Victor Adler, at the Conference of the 
Austrian Social Democratic Party, put forward 
“National Independence and International Solidarity” 
as'a basic Socialist aim. But it took the Socialist 
International another twenty years to revise its 
negative attitude towards the national rights and 
aspirations of the Jewish people.* 


In the case of Socialist Zionism and its lineal 
descendant, the Jewish Labour Movement in 
Palestine, the socialist and national ideals were even 
more closely inter-related than in the case of other 
oppressed nations. For if the Polish and Czech 
socialists fought for political independence, Jewish 
socialists had to contend with something much 
graver. The Jews lacked the condition of political 
‘independence—a homeland. They conseq uently 
did not possess the very basis of a balanced economic 
life. More or less identified with certain mediatory 
trades within the economy of their country of 
residence, but not accepted as an integral part of 
society and national life, the Jews in certain coun- 
tries could be uprooted from their economic position 
with no greater effort than from their social or 
political position. Their social struggle was thus, 
as it were, suspended in mid-air, with national dis- 
integration or economic ruin looming threateningly 
large in the background. As Borochov, a great 
leader. of Socialist Zionism, put it, Jewish labour 
lacked the “‘ strategic basis” for its class-struggle. 
For any social advance the normal conditions of a 
people’s development, foremost among which was a 
national territory, were indispensable. 


* It was ali in 1917 that the Poale Zion, the party of Socialist 
Zionism, was accepted into the Socialist International. 


ECONOMIC RE-INTEGRATION IN 
PALESTINE 


The J aia national achievement in Palestine, i is 
to a very large extent the achievement of Jewish 
labour. The strength of the labour movement is 
only partly reflected in the membership figures of 
the Labour Federation. But these indicate the 
manner in which the most vital task of Palestine 
Labour, the creation of a strong Jewish working- 
class, has been performed. In the lands of dispersion, 
the opportunity and stimulus for its creation were 
both lacking. Where Jewish working masses lived, 
the proletariat was constantly dwindling and 
vanishing into the other classes. In Poland it meant 
not even economic improvement, but only an 
addition to the vast economic and social flotsam of 
impoverished and de-classed Jewry. 


The occupational change-over of Jews going to 
Palestine is, generally speaking, in the opposite 
direction. Out of 104,000 workers covered by a 
partial census in 1937, 85,600 changed their pursuits 
in Palestine ; 2.4 per cent. were engaged in agricul- 
ture in the Diaspora as against 23.4 per cent. after. 
their immigration to Palestine. Only 1.6 per cent. 
were building workers abroad, as compared with 
10.6 per cent. in Palestine. Less than 1 per cent. 
were engaged in transport trades as against 6.3 per 
cent. in Palestine, etc.; 60 per cent. of all Jewish 
workers were shown to have engaged in commerce 
or were without a definite occupation in their 
countries of origin. In Palestine, on the other hand, 
over half of the total Jewish population belonged to 
the wage-earning proletariat (which is a higher 
proportion than that of France and Italy). Manual — 
workers represented 78 per cent. of Jewish wage- 
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earners in Palestine, compared witn 22 per cent. 
among Jewish wage-earners in pre-war Poland and 
the U.S.A. ; or with 44 per cent. among the general 
wage-earning. population in the U.S.A. With 30 | 
per cent. engaged in industry, and 20 per cent.. in 
agriculture, the social structure of Jewish Palestine 
thus strongly resembles that of countries like Holland 
and Switzerland, which combine intensive farming 
with a fairly well-advanced industry. 

When the pioneers of the Labour movement came 
to Palestine, they found there a much poorer 
economy than they had left behind in Eastern 
Europe. But in 1936 the national income of the 
Jewish population in Palestine was already estimated 
at £P.18,000,000.* According to this estimate the 
ber capita income of Jewish Palestine was £43 (as 
compared with £50 in France and £70-85 in England). 
This was three times higher than the national 
income of the Jewish population in Poland during 
the same year. 

These figures represent the sum total of an effort 
of two generations. But they also represent a 
revolutioa in the structure and outlook of Jewry. 
It amounts to the achievement of the normal state 
of a nation consisting of a majority of workers. It 
is also a revolution in Jewish life in the sense that 
there is now one country in the world where the 
Jews are already economically independent. 
‘‘ Independent ’’ not in the sense of autarky, but in 
the sense that no hostile government, and no other 
external force, could either by decree or by violence 
deprive them of their means of livelihood. Though 
the Government authority is not in their hands, they 
are already the backbone, and the main texture, of 


* The Jewish National Income, by Prof. Benenson, Tel Aviv, 
1938, quoted by Z. Abramovitch, Palestine and Middle East, 
july, 1938. | : 
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the land. The measure of success by which this 
endeavour for economic independence has been 
attended can be gauged from the fact that though 
Axis-paid bands tried hard for over three years to 
disrupt, by means of a concentrated campaign of 
_ terror, the economic fabric of Jewish Palestine, they 

failed to do so. This was due not only to the Jews’ 
spirited self-defence and high morale, but also to the 
fact that the essentials of life, such as food, electric 
power, communications, were in their hands. The 
Palestine Labour movement has striven hard, for 
almost 40 years, to attain a healthy social structure 
and economic self-reliance. These would have 
been unattainable, if Jewish industrialists and 
planters were encouraged to base their enterprises | 
on the available, and usually cheaper, market of 
non-Jewish labour. Constituting a colony of white 
settlers exploiting natives, this would destroy 
every prospect of large-scale Jewish immigration, 
‘and would make a farce of the Jewish ideal of a 
virile, working nation, which would be the master 
of its fate and take roots in the country by the toil 
of its hands and through the development of its own 
cultural values. | 


SOCIALISM IN ACTION 


The same deep sense of responsibility and taking 
one’s ideals seriously which characterised Palestine 
labour, in the sphere of creating a working-class, 
went also to the making of a unique pattern of 
socialism in action. In reclaiming marshes, in 
building cities, in- recovering soil which had been 
neglected for centuries, in reviving the Hebrew 
tongue, in. creating the highest proportion of 
agricultural workers and the lowest proportion of 
middle-men and petty traders in the Jewish world, 
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Palestine Labour’s share was predominant. But — 
in the organisation of the workers, and especially 
in evolving new forms of life in agriculture, it went 
a way all its own. Kautsky, who did not believe 
in Zionism. because historic claims were “ reaction- 
ary,’ or in Jewish agriculture, because no middle- 
class would go from town to country, also ridiculed 
the attempts to apply socialist principles to agricul- 
ture in Palestine. “Gone are the days when we 
aspired to establish socialist settlemen ts in the 
wilderness,” he said. 

But the Jewish workers proved Kautsky asl 
many others, wrong all round. Not only did they, 
contrary to all theory, go back to the land, not only 
did they raise the economic standard of the whole 
country, including that of their Arab neighbours, 
without trespassing on. their rights and possessions, 
but, undeterred by the warning of bourgeois 
sceptics and scientific socialists, they went on to 
establish, side by side with the capitalistically-run 
older settlements, one collective village after another, . 
one co-operative farm after another. To-day, over 
40,000 persons live in either collective settlements 
(Kvutza) where all property is held in common and 
all work is pooled, or in co-operative villages 
( M oshav) where the holdings are individual, but, as 
in the Kvudza, hired labour is prohibited and full 
co-operation obtains both in the mechanical culti- 
vation of the grain fields, and in purchase and dis- 
tribution through the large consumers’ and 
producers’ co-operatives (Hamashbir and Tnwva). 
In both Kvutza and Moshav, all land is nationalised, 
and neither community nor settler are given more 
Jand than they can cultivate. It often occurs, 
however, that they give up part of their land for 
additional settlers, since the area needed to secure 
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a decent livelihood for a family to-day is much 
smaller than it was for a family with a lower standard 
at the beginning of the century. Owing their 
origin to the combination of socialist ideology with 
the need for team-work and co-operation in pioneer- 
ing jobs, the collective and co-opetative villages 
have proved to be not only ideal instruments of 
colonisation “‘in un-sown land,’ but also very 
well-balanced and efficient economic units. .They 
have shown that where the welfare of the com- 
munity has replaced the motive of private gain, 
the individual was not thereby deprived of the 
necessary urge to give of his best to the larger whole. 
Responsibility towards a community held together 
by common ideals and certain principles of conduct, 
has shown itself to be capable of invoking in each 
member competitive zeal, and attachment to his 
work, no less than the “‘ profit motive ”’ in capitalism. 

Here, too, the experts have shown little insight. 
To add to the experts’ discomfiture, many collective 
villages in Palestine are. disregarding all traditional 
delimitations between town and country, and are 
gradually developing various industrial undertakings 
within their precincts. Some of them are already 
manufacturing several by-products of their fruits 
as well as a number of the tools they need for their 
work. Nor do they disdain to apply their principles 
beyond the frontier of their own economic unit. 
Various communal settlements are pooling their 
specialised knowledge, and sometimes their surplus 
funds, in societies for the development of certain 
branches of farming and industry, 

It is therefore hardly surprising that the Palestine 
Labour Movement derives its inspiration and leader- 
ship to a very great extent from its farmers and 
tillers. The independent labour farmers, as well as 
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the agricultural workers in the rural areas of private: 
capital, are part and parcel of the Federation of 
Labour. Among them—dquite unlike the position 
in other countries—socialist consciousness is at its. 
most intense. They are at the same time, members. 
of the Agricultural Workers’ Organisation, which is 
affiliated to the Federation; like every other trade 
union. As the Federation, in many cases, preceded. 
the unions, no smaller “ vested interests” could 
develop. All membership is of the Federation 
itself. 


TOWARDS A JEWISH SOCIALIST STATE 


This has enabled the Federation to undertake 
many tasks which tiade unions do not usually 
undertake. Apart from ordinary trade union 
activities and general cultural work, the Federation: 
is the chief agency of the political struggle for the 
social and national aims of the whole Labour 
Movement. It acts im leu of the State in matters. 
like medical aid and health insurance; and it 
influences the economy of the whole country when. 
organising, and running, contracting guilds, con- 
sumers’ and marketing societies, insurance and — 
_ banking institutions. In‘ addition, it stimulates. 
or controls many branches of industry and transport. 
It teaches the Hebrew language and literature to 
those of its newly arrived members who have not a 
command of Hebrew, thus transforming a multi- 
lingual mass into one cultural whole. The central- 
ised direction, but even more, the spirit of solidarity 
prevailing in the movement, have made it possible 
for the Federation to tax its members, in timés of 
emergency, with special levies for the benefit of the 
unemployed. It created an Unemployment Fund, 
but characteristically used most of the funds. 
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collected, not for relief, but to create work for those - 


temporarily deprived of it. With its multiple co- 
ordinated activities, it is a Jewish Socialist State in 
the making. Needless to say, the influence of a 
movement of this description will always extend 
far beyond its formal limits. Its peculiar blend of 
realism and vision, of a strong attachment to all that 


is valuable in the nation’s heritage and a passionate 


constructivist socialism has had a truly revolution- 
ising effect on large masses of young Jewry. ‘The 
idea of building in Palestine not only a new Jewish 
society, but a better Jewish society, was rooted in 
traditions which can be traced back to the prophets. 
Its appeal, therefore, was not confined entirely to 
strictly socialist circles. This is why the unique 
position of Labour in Jewish Palestine, and in the 
Jewish national movement, has become, despite all 
_ efforts of reactionary elements, virtually unassailable. 

Thus, the confrontation of progressively thinking 
Jewish youth, overwhelmingly socialist, with the 
conditions of Palestine, resulted in the creation of 
a new type of working Jew, and a new type of 
workers’ movement. This movement shares the 
ideals of socialists the world over. But owing to 
a peculiar combination of qualities and circum- 


stances, it can be credited with a larger measure of: 


socialist achievement than-some of its far greater 
_ sister movements. It cannot be identified with any 
particular brand of socialism. Born of impatience 
with all theory and dogma, both in Zionism and in 
Socialism, which was unattended by deeds, it devel- 
oped and preserved a certain amount of healthy 
scepticism towards all] clichés and slogans. If its 
faith and experience could be reduced to a few 
words, it might be said that Palestine Jewish Labour 
believes in the dignity and inner value of all men ; 
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in the equality of all nations ; in. international co- 
operation based on moral principles ; in the positive 
value of national culture ; and in socialism as a way 
of life, even more than a philosophy. It therefore 
stands for enacting Socialism in one’s own life, one’s 
own country, in a way adapted to its peculiar - 
conditions. Fighting against tremendous odds, the 
Palestine movement, without waiting for the super- 
structure of the Socialist State, has broken fresh 
ground for Socialism in a manner which must invite 
serious attention and study on the part of all Social- 
ists, and indeed of all people who are anxious for 
better social and national organisation.- It is 
indeed fortunate that this war finds Palestine 
Labour well equipped to play an even greater part 
in the future than it has in the past. The Middle 
East, which must undergo a process of vast develop- 
ment in the years to come, could very well benefit 
by its experience and creative imagination. The 
uprooted Jewish masses will need, after this war 
more than ever before, the guiding hand of the 
Jewish Labour Movement of Palestine. It will be 
' the only force within, Jewry with the experience, — 
energy and clear mind required for the great task 
of social and national reconstruction facing the 
Jewish people. . | 
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THE JEWS IN THE FAMILY 
OF NATIONS 


By DOROTHY THOMPSON 


T HAS often been said that this is a people’s war. Yet as the war unfolds 
and we become engrossed with the movements of armies, now in the seas 
and islands of the South Pacific, now in the vast spaces of Russia, now in 
the deserts of Africa, and tomorrow, perhaps, on the European mainland— 
as all these things fill the newspapers which we read daily, I greatly fear that 
we tend to lose sight of the issues over which this war is fought, and the chief 
issue, which is the future of human beings on this planet. 


It is my faith—my deep and unalterable faith—that the hideous era 
through which we now live represents but the labour and birth pangs of a 
new epoch. We are seeing the disintegration of political and economic forms 
that have failed to satisfy the sense of justice and urgent necessity of the vast 
masses of people all over the world. 


Anti-Semitism always rises in times of crisis when men have not yet 
found the solution they seek, are not yet on the clear path to a new epoch, and 
are engaged in blaming each other for the sad death of the world to which 
they have become accustomed. Who is to blame? That is the universal 
cry! And the easiest answer is: The Jews. 


Why particularly the Jews? 


I do not know the answer ; I can only guess at it, on the basis of such 
reason and observation powers as I possess. Yet the answer evades reason 
because it is in a sphere where reason does not function. Men are aware of 
a ferment in the world, and the ferment requires an easy explanation to most 
minds. It must be due to human intervention ; it must be the result of a 
conspiracy. As we have seen, it is due to quite other causes. . But man is 
anthropomorphic. One cannot get up a riot against science, which, at the 
same time that it is disorganising the century is curing our children, abolishing 

plagues, turning our wheels, and showering us with luxuries. No, some men 
must he responsible for this ferment—so argues the average man. What 

men? What men are there amongst us who are almost like us, but not 
quite like us? How easy to say: The Jews! 


For the Jews are a people. One can argue about this to the end of time, 
but the Jews feel themselves to have a peculiar social inheritance, and non- 
Jews observe the same thing. For the gentile world there is something 
ghostly about the Jews. They are a people who share certain religious 


observances ; who express a certain solidarity amongst themselves. True, 
this can be observed of many other groups. The members of the Roman 
Catholic Church have a solidarity transcending nation; the Irish, both 
through and outside the Church, have group loyalties. But the Jews—so 
feels a part of the gentile world—are different. They are a people, yet they 
live an abnormal life—abnormal as compared with the rest of the world. 
They live in many countries, but have no country of their own. There 1s 
something wrong with them—therefore they are to blame. 


If anti-Semitism is not new, its nature today is unique. There have 
been anti-Semitic movements in the world before. Russian pogroms under 
the Tsars are alive in the memory of many. But the Jewish persecution of 
our era is peculiar. The brand which Hitler has introduced to the world is 
based on his assumption that the Jews haven’t the right to live on this planet. 
They are, according to Hitler, the source of all evil, the genesis of all mal- 
adjustments in society. In short, they are a corporate devil that must be 
exorcised. This anti-Semitism is not directed against the so-called ghetto 
Jew alone, but against the Jewish race as ee te er the Jew who has 
retained his religion and against the Jew who has discarded it. 


The mass slaughter of the Jews in the past few years has exterminated 
Jews of every Nazi-held country, poor and rich, German and Pole, Zionist 
and assimilationist. Distinctions which Jews might recognise among them- 
selves have been ignored by Hitler. The terrible thing about the promise of 
Hitler to annihilate the Jews is that he has kept this one more successfully 
than any other of his promises. 


At last the extent of the horror that has been visited upon the Jews has 
begun to penetrate the imagination of the free world. The process of humilia- 
tion and destruction has been going on for ten years, but the reaction has, 
until now, been negative. First, there was indifference. Then there was 
compassion. Perhaps now there will be action—as there needs to be. 


LOFTY WORDS AND NOBLE GESTURES 


The tragedy. of the democracies on this problem is that their words are 
lofty, their gestures noble, but their deeds lag far behind. In these past few 
years, when the need for remedial action seemed so urgent, the democracies 


have seemed paralysed and unable to mobilise the enormous resources 
which they possess. 


A small group of men met in Bermuda for an Anglo-American con- 
ference to examine the possibilities of aiding the refugees, among whom the 
Jews occupy the position of chief sufferers from Nazi ferocity. It was for 
these men to transform the lofty words sounded in the United Nations’ 
declaration of last December into deeds that would rescue the victims and 
set them on the road that will restore them to security and freedom. 


The Bermuda conference underscores a point I have often made during 


the years that the refugee problem mounted in scope and tragedy. Too 
long the refugee problem has been largely regarded as one of international 


charity. It must be regarded now, and in the coming years, as a problem of 
international politics. | 

No democratic country can wash its hands of this problem of the doomed 
Jews if it wishes to retain its own soul. The very essence of the democratic 
principle is humanistic ; it involves respect for human dignity and human 
personality ; it implies a revulsion against persecution of individuals. When 
its capacity for righteous indignation is exhausted by weariness or by callous- 
ness, then the democratic principle will die. It is perfectly true that the 
problem was created by Hitler and not by the democracies. The burden 
is not of our making, but nevertheless it is impossible for us not to accept 
the burden put upon us. Without a belief in the dignity of man, without 
indignation against arbitrarily created human suffering and the willingness 
to overcome it, there is no democratic spirit. 

With these ideas are integrated the fundamental concepts of civilisation, 
the thesis of the Four Freedoms. And so we must be moved not merely by 
pity for these Jews in the power of Hitler but by the need to reaffirm our own 
beliefs, to take a stand for them, to recapture the ground which our indifference 
has lost, lest our precepts become hollow dogmas to which, at last, not even 
lip service will be given anywhere. 

A defeatist attitude toward the refugee problem, created by the opponents 
of democracy, becomes a defeatist attitude toward democracy itself. 


THE JEWS ARE A PEOPLE 


In considering the nature and the solution of the Jewish problem, one 
fundamental factor must be kept in the forefront. The Jews are a people. 
To ignore that fact is to miss the point of the abnormality of the Jewish 
position. 

I believe that as long as the Jews do not have a country of their own, 
built by themselves and expressing their own peculiar culture and way of life, 
there will continue to exist a common superstition about them in the gentile 
world. I am convinced that the root of anti-Semitism is superstition. I do 
not mean the cheap and common anti-Semitism which merely arises from a 
desire to wield a cudgel against an able competitor, or the social anti-Semitism 
which leads pure Anglo-Saxons of ancient lineage to snub others who have 
not been in the country as long as they, or speak with an accent, or eat 
food flavoured with garlic. When I was a child, living in an almost purely 
Anglo-Saxon community, I was on the periphery because I was a newcomer, 
but there was no more prejudice against the few Jews than against the Polacks, 
the Wops, or the Heinies. I believe this kind of club spirit is probably 
ineradicable in the human race, though it will diminish when the human race 
abandons the cannibalism of the present economic system, and ceases to live 
by devouring each other. 


But that is not what I mean by the anti-Semitism that has flared so 
cruelly, disastrously, and erratically in our times. This new anti-Semitism, 
which is nevertheless very old, and always characteristic of crisis—which 


flared, for instance, at a time when the culture and economy of the Middle 
Ages was yielding to the Renaissance—is the result of superstition. The Jews 
are a doomed race, it thinks—doomed to be homeless. That must be the 
result of some sin committed. 


The whole anti-Semitic movement is full of fetish and black magic. 
It is a kind of modern witchcraft. Back of this black magic is the fact that, 
in the framework of human society as it is organised on this earth, the Jews 
do lead an abnormal life. They are a cohesive people without a place on 
earth of their own. That fact gives them, in the superstitious mind, an 
atmosphere of doom. An atmosphere of doom produces an atmosphere of 
fear. Jewish life must, therefore, be normalised. 


THE JEWS NEED A STATE 


That is why I believe the Zionists are right. I believe that Jewry must 
have a home and a state, in order that the life of Jewry shall be normalised to 
the life of all other men on this planet. When that happens, and when a few 
generations have — the problem of “ assimilation” will solve itself. 
For then a man of Jewish inheritance can very simply decide whether he is 
or is not a Jew. He will be able to abandon his religion and his Jewishness 
without abandoning his people and feeling that he is traitorous. For his 
people will be represented, as all other peoples are represented, by what 


they as an integrated and responsible community are able to show as their 
unique culture. 


Mind you, I am not a nationalist, in any exaggerated sense of the word. 
The world is slowly but inexorably moving toward greater unity. But that 
unity will not express itself, I hope and believe, in some great universal 
empire or superstate, but in the idea of Neighbourhood, of the Good Neigh- 
bour, of federation, of supra-national institutions for those things which are 
by nature supra-national, such as currency and control of the air. But as 
one does not attempt to build a state by first abolishing the family, but bases 
the state on the family, so the world order of the future will not be built by 
abolishing the nations but by establishing them—a home for every one of the 
peoples—and then moving toward those international agreements which will 


me each person eventually a member of a family, of a nation, and of the 
world. 


In that family of nations the Jews must have their place. Room must be 
made for them. It need not be an enormous state ; it need not be a state in 
which all Jews must live. All Englishmen and Britons don’t live on the British 
Isles, or even in the British Commonwealth. All Swiss don’t live in Switzer- 
land, or all Swedes in Sweden. More Irish live in America than live in 
Ireland. But a Jew, like an Irishman, must be able to say : That is the land 
of my fathers, the expression of my people’s genius, and that is the land that, 
wherever I am alien, represents my interests and protects me according to 
the law of nations. It is my firm conviction that when that happens, and 
happens fully, the superstition about the Jews will evaporate. 


( 
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What the Jews have already accomplished in Palestine emphasises that 
the establishment of a Jewish state there is not only theoretically desirable 
but concretely practical. Between the two wars, from which the Jewish 
people have perhaps suffered most, Palestine has made great strides forward. 


The Jews in Palestine numbered 75,000 in 1919. They now number 
about 550,000. They have spent in Palestine millions of pounds donated 
or invested by people of their race from all parts of the earth. They have 
developed beautiful agricultural settlements, built fine cities, constructed 
roads. For the sake of building this national homeland, Jewish youth, many 
of whom have had academic degrees, turned themselves into stonebreakers 
and farmers. More recently these same young men, and even young women, 
have shown themselves to be equally fine soldiers, serving with the British 
Army on many fronts and with special distinction in the campaign under 
General Montgomery. | 

These pioneers in Palestine have demonstrated that Jews are not born 
to be peddlers or intellectuals or bankers, but can be excellent farmers and 
factory workers and research scientists and artisans. 


ZIONISM AND JEWISH YOUTH 


To my mind, the greatest things that Zionism has accomplished have 
been amongst youth. For it has removed them from an abnormal atmosphere 
into one which is normal for the rest of mankind. It has set their feet upon 
the earth—earth which they can call their own and defend as their own—and 
has restored to them their names. The youthful citizen of Palestine has a 
name, a-Hebrew name. The youthful Zionist is not divided from mankind 
by the fact of his Palestinian and national citizenship ; he is joined to it. 


In the past ten years thousands of young children have been rescued 
from Hitler’s Europe and brought into Palestine. I understand that the 
British Government is prepared to admit almost thirty thousand additional 
children by next May. The realisation of this goal would be the most 
constructive solution of their problem. 


To the sufferings which Jewish children share with millions of other 
children must be added another suffering which can have the most corrosive 
of all effects upon the soul—the suffering of humiliation. The effect of 
humiliation upon the young is to create either an aggressive, obsequious, or 
neurotic personality. That is why the possibility of bringing them to Palestine 
is so gratifying. 

‘It is my belief that at this moment, in this world, the one single place 
where a Jewish child can be sent, with the most favourable opportunity to 
grow into a psychologically adjusted human being is Palestine. The reason 
is a simple one: it is the only place where the Jewish child, after being 
subjected to every kind of physical hardship and psychological shock, finds 
himself immediately welcome as a member of a community. Elsewhere he 
may be welcomed as an individual. There alone is he welcome in the sense 
that he is at home. Elsewhere he must immediately compete. There he must 


co-operate. 


THE ARABS 


It is not my purpose at this time to go into the difficulties attending the 
building of the Jewish state in Palestine—the difficulties of the past and of the 
future. The difficulties, for instance, with the Arabs. That difficulty is 
also, as I see it, a part of the revolutionary upheavals of our world. As long 
as imperialism is still flourishing, and the world of the peoples is not yet 
aligned, fear and panic will attend every new venture. There will one day be 
a united Arabian world, self-governing and free of imperialist interference. 
In that world a Jewish state can exist. Arabia is underpopulated. Modern 
agricultural techniques, irrigation, and forestry can reclaim for Arabia new 
continents of soil. In some future the wealth of nations will rest upon labour, 
and men will be an asset and not a liability. There is already more room for 
Arabs in Palestine than there was before the Jews came, because there is 
more agriculture and industry. Whereas there were 600,000 Arabs in 
Palestine in 1919, there are now 900,000. Iraq, properly cultivated and 
modernised, could attract millions of Arabians to a better life than they have 
ever known. The welfare of one people is the welfare of all people. 


The Jews in Palestine have not dealt with the Arabs as our forefathers 
dealt with the Indians. They are not “ conquering ”’ a continent. Every 
bit of their land has been bought from the owners and paid for at an exorbitant 
price—not with whiskey and coloured beads. The land they bought was 
swampy, deforested and eroded. The Arab lands are still in the same 
condition. The land of the Jewish colonists, having first been purchased, 


has been reclaimed by a system of co-operative land settlements. or colonies 
whose work is quite incredible. 


PALESTINE S CONTRIBUTION TO THE WORLD 


In considering Palestine, and looking at it as a gentile, there is a definite 
Palestinian contribution not only to the Jews but to the gentile world. It 
concerns the question of Lebensraum. The antiquated ideas of the Axis 
nations are that the areas of the earth must be redistributed on a sort of quota 
system in order to assure everyone equal prosperity. But the scientist sees 
that prosperity does not depend upon how much soil each person has, but 
how that soil is used. The Jews, in building up Palestine, have actually 
created more Lebensraum for the Arabs, and not less. For they have taken 
parched and exhausted soil and, by scientific methods of soil rebuilding and 
soil conservation, have created the land on which they live. And that is a 
real contribution to the solving of even larger problems than the Jewish 
problem. It means, for us, that the earth as a whole is not over-populated, 
but under-populated, and that every nation can get its vital space without 
exterminating or enslaving other nations. 


Palestine was a land flowing with milk and honey, centuries ago, in the 
annals of the Old Testament. For epochs it lay waste. Andi it is again a land 
flowing with milk and honey in the ‘hands of the Jewish colonists. If the 


Arabs would emulate the Jews in their soil conservation methods, they would 
have more land than they would know what to do with, and could create a 
blooming Arab civilisation. 


It has not only been science but the historical social sense of the Jews that 
has recreated Palestine. The experiment has proved what every religious 
society, such as the Catholic monastic system or the Mormons, learned long 
ago in the field of economics, namely, that co-operative organisation is the 
creator of individual prosperity. They have also proved that there is no 
logical cleavage between town and country. The agricultural economy of 
Palestine is created by urban-minded people, and is the better for it. As one 
who has believed for years that all modern societies need new immigration, 
new internal immigration—of the city into the country and the country into 
the city, of the intellectual into the society of the worker and the worker 
into the world of the intellectual—I believe the Palestine experiment would 
deserve to live on its merits as an example .regardless of the Jewish question. 


THE 1939 WHITE PAPER 


In discussing Palestine as a homeland for the Jewish people, I am not 
unmindful of the existence of the Chamberlain White Paper on Palestine. 
I had occasion to discuss it when it first appeared. I cannot believe that it 
is the intention of the British Government to put its full programme into force 
next year, when the end of its five-year warning goes into effect. Some years 


ago I wrote a column about the White Paper. Its thesis is just as correct 
today. I said: 


“The British Government has announced that in the future no 
more land in Palestine may be purchased from Arabs by Jews or anybody 
else. Therewith it falls in with Hitler’s blood-and-soil theory. 


*“‘ The British Government knows that the Palestine Jews will be 
loyal to Britain under all circumstances. But the Palestine Arabs are 
questionable. The British Government wants to conciliate them, and 
does so at the expense of the Palestine Jews, under the argument that 


Britain is fighting against racial persecution, and that the most important 
thing for the Jews is that Britain should win the war. 


‘“‘ Unfortunately, however, Britain establishes a policy which not 
only makes her noble words seem hollow but which will remain to 
plague her in peace. For overcrowded Europe, not only the Jews, 
will need colonisation projects when this war is over. It has needed 
them for years. And it happens that the Palestine colonisation project 
is the finest example existing of what transplanted Europeans, animated 
by faith and idealism, can do. For Britain to come out for the theory 
that a race anywhere constitutes an eternal static population is simply 
to condemn the undeveloped portions of the earth to eternal stagnation. 
On that basis this continent would still belong to the Indians.” 


ZIONISTS AND ANTI-ZIONISTS 


It will need the wholehearted and united efforts of the Jewish people, 
along with all the other friends of democracy, to prevent the translation of a 
Munich settlement for Palestine into a permanent document of United 
Nations policy. In this connection, I must say that the quarrel between 
Zionists and assimilationists has always seemed to me to be a quite unscientific 
one. The Jews plainly have a national existence and a national cohesion. It 
is ridiculous to divide them, or for them to divide themselves, into nationalists 
or assimilationists. The two ideas are not incompatible. People of all nations 
assimilate with each other. Members of nations pass as citizens, or as members 
of a culture, from one nationality to another. 


So it is also with Jews. In fact, were their nationhood recognised and 
made corporeal on soil, as is the nationhood of all other peoples, the process 
of assimilation would, in my opinion, proceed much more swiftly. For then, 
perhaps, the Jews would not feel that they have to carry the nation around 
in their own bosoms, but could actually leave it if they didn’t profoundly 
care for it—leave it, where it belongs, on a soil. 


FAITH IN THE JEWISH PEOPLE 


I believe that the Jewish people, as a people, have a contribution to make 
to mankind. I am familiar enough with the social organisation of Palestine 
to believe that the stone that is being rejected by Europe may become the very 
pillar of the temple. A people who through the vicissitudes of thousands of 
years has retained its identity while other peoples have perished off the earth, 
has in it some wisdom of survival which transcends mere happenstance. Its 
recognition of the unique God, the creator ; its religion of righteousness, 
truth, and charity ; its emphasis on the social nature of the family ; its respect 
for intellect which also leads it to place the scholar and teacher above the 
millionaire in esteem—all of these qualities of mind, all this accumulation 
of social experience, under persecution and suffering, contain the elements 
for the building of a great state. A great state is not necessarily the largest 
state. It is that state based on the soundest rules, the deepest fellowship. 


I have often thought of the Jewish concept of the Messiah. 


Perhaps the Messiah is not a person but a mind, a concept, that will 
recreate the world. Perhaps the Messiah is in you—in all of you together, 
when you put the enormous talents and wisdom of your race to work to 
demonstrate to the world how a social order can be created in which there is 
freedom and order, individual rights and community well-being. 


I believe in your people. I am not a Jew. Ifa Jew does not believe in 
his own people, as a people, then he is less a Jew than I. 


If you believe in your own people, you must save them. You must save 
them for the state which they must found, and you must save them because 
they are your brothers and your hope. 


I have heard Jews say, ‘‘ Why should a Jew interest me more than a 
Pole ? They, too, are suffering.” 
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I always ask such Jews what they are actually doing about the Poles. 
I always find that they are doing nothing beyond what any American may do. 
They are not doing as much about the Poles as the Polish-Americans. 


Every American is fighting for the Poles. Every American is fighting 
for the restoration of the Polish state, for the restoration of its government, 


with the power to arm to defend it, with the power to coin an and raise 
loans, and take a hundred other measures for the rehabilitation of the Polish 


- people. 


The Jewish people are not so fortunate. Some day I hope and believe 
they will be. But in stark reality, the future of the Jews as individuals and 
as a people depends upon you. It depends upon the Jews of America. — 
The largest number of Jews in the world live in Europe. The next largest 
number live in North America. The first community is utterly lost, except 
for the second community. 


You, as Jews, and believers in the prophets of Israel, who through every 
vicissitude understood and preached that misfortune and disaster are but the 
invitations of God to repentance, you whose religion teaches the inexorable 
law that all sins against God and nature are punished in due time, and you, 
whose race has been the greatest sufferer in a world of suffering mankind, 
have, I think, two challenges: To preserve your people and fulfil the 
scriptural injunctions regarding your community, and to join with men of 
all faiths and creeds who are determined that we shall find the true path out 
of our present darkness. 


II 
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WHERE CAN 
THE REFUGEES GQ? 


by JAMES G. McDONALD 
Formerly League of Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 


HE story I tell needs no rhetorical varnish. It is a grimly 

factual account of a quarter of a century of intergovernmental 

co-operative efforts—most of them pitifully insufficient—on behalf 
of refugees, Jewish and others. 


Against the dark background of the indescribable tragedy of 
millions of men and women and: children, one cannot but note the 
sorry contrast between the noble sentiments so generously expressed 
by statesmen and the grossly inadequate actions of most govern- 
ments and intergovernmental agencies. With few notable exceptions, 
their actions have been characterised by hesitancy, procrastination, 
half-heartedness, or negativism. When dealing with refugees, 
almost invariably governments have taken the short view of national 
self-interest, have been blind to real national self-interest, and have 
ignored the interests of mankind. Typical was the calamitous 
blindness of most of the leading Governments to the overwhelming 
catastrophe which was to become inevitable after they, during the 
first years of Hitler’s regime, had declined to check Nazi persecution 
at a time when this could have been checked easily and without 
bloodshed. 


I am not attributing motives to statesmen or to Governments or 
to intergovernmental agencies ; I do not undertake to say why they 
acted so timidly or failed to act at all. I let the record tell its own. 
bitter story and underline its own timely and imperative moral. 


The League Commission for Refugees (Jewish and 
Other) from Germany 


There was no German refugee problem before 1933. It was 
the general and particularly the racial policy of the German Govern- 
ment which created that problem and rendered its solution impossible, 
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The world was shocked by Hitler’s unashamed brutality, and 
eloquent voices were raised in protest in the League of Nations 
Council and Assembly in the summer and fall of 1933; but no 
effective international measures were taken then or later to curb 
or even to limit the Nazi programme of creating refugees. 


During the first months of this enforced migration, the countries 
neighbouring Germany—Austria, Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Switzerland, Belgium, the Netherlands, and France—generously 
permitted the refugees to flee across their borders. The usual 
immigration restrictions were waived in the expectation that most 
of the refugees, after temporary residence, would go overseas to 
permanent homes. Happily, almost half of the Jewish refugees who 
left Germany in the early days of the Nazi persecution were able 
to gain admission to Palestine. 


In October, 1933, I was appointed by the Council of the League 
of Nations as High Commissioner for Refugees (Jewish and Other) 
coming from Germany. The mandate of the High Commissioner 
was to “negotiate and direct”? the “international collaboration ” 
necessary to solve the “‘ economic, financial and social problem” of 
the refugees. On October 27th certain States were invited by the 
Council to appoint representatives on the Governing Body of the 
High Commission. Fourteen States accepted. These were the 
United States, Great Britain, France, Holland, Switzerland, Italy, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Denmark, Belgium, Norway, Sweden, 
Uruguay and Jugoslavia. 


Early i in December the Commission was formally — and 
held its first meeting in Lausanne. 


Behind this choice of Lausanne rather than Geneva for the 
initial session of the Commission and for the seat of the High 
Commissioner’s office lies the story which explains one of the chief 
weaknesses of the Commission and its executive throughout their 
more than two years of work. At a first conference between the 
High Commissioner and the Secretary-General, Monsieur Joseph 
Avenol (a cautious and bureaucratic official), the latter emphasised 
the Assembly’s decision that the High Commission was to be 
separate from the League and that the High Commissioner would 
report to the Governing Body of the High Commission and not to 
the Council of the League. M. Avenol made clear, too, that the 
25,000 Swiss francs which the Council was making available to the 
High Commission for organising purposes was only a loan and was 
to be repaid within twelve months. And, as if to leave no doubt 
that the League was disowning its child, largely to conciliate 
Germany, M. Avenol said firmly that it would be very unwise for 
the Commission to establish itself in Geneva. | 
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This tender regard for the feelings of the German Government 
is one illustration of the other Governments’ unwillingness to take 
the refugee problem with real seriousness. Another illustration was 
the failure of all the Governments except that of one of the Scan- 
dinavian countries to make any financial contribution to the work 
of the High Commission for Refugees from Germany. Not even 
the administrative expenses of that body were paid for by the 
Governments which were represented on it. The office of the High 
Commissioner was enabled to carry on only through funds received 
from private agencies, more than 90 per cent. of the funds coming 
from the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. 


Under the devoted and enlightened leadership of Viscount Cecil 
of Chelwood, the British representative, who remained chairman 
throughout, the High Commission laboured for more than two years 
to carry out the League’s mandate. During that period, largely 
through the efforts of the great private organisations, mostly Jewish, 
somewhat more than 60,000 of the 80,000 refugees who had fled 
from Germany were helped to establish themselves in new homes 


By the spring and summer of 1935, Lord Cecil and I had become 
convinced that the High Commission was not doing enough, and 
under the circumstances could not do enough to justify continuance 
in office. The Commission’s separation from the League was a 
grave but not necessarily a fatal weakness. Another and even more 
serious weakness was the unwillingness of Governments, including 
most of those represented on the High Commission, to act together, 
either through the League or otherwise, to bring any pressure to 
bear upon Germany to cease creating refugees. 


In my letter of resignation addressed to the Council of the 
League of Nations, December 27th, 1935, I pleaded that this fatal 
weakness be remedied. I wrote: “I feel bound to conclude this 
letter on a personal note. Prior to my appointment as High Com- 
missioner for Refugees coming from Germany, and in particular 
during the fourteen years following the war, I gave in my former 
office frequent and tangible proof of my concern that justice be done 
to the German people. But, convinced as I am that desperate 
suffering in the countries adjacent to Germany, and an even more 
terrible human calamity within the German frontiers, are. inevitable 
unless present tendencies in the Reich are checked or reversed, I 
cannot remain silent. I am convinced that it is the duty of the High 
Commissioner for German Refugees, in tendering his resignation, 
to express an opinion on the essential elements of the task with 
which the Council of the League entrusted him. When domestic 
policies threaten the demoralisation and exile of hundreds of 
thousands of human beings, considerations of diplomatic correctness 
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must yield to those of common humanity. I should be recreant if 
I did not call attention to the actual situation, and plead that world 
opinion, acting through the League and its Member-States and other 
countries, move to avert the existing and impending tragedies.” 


My call for united international action to force Nazi Germany to 
discontinue creating refugees attracted world-wide attention for one 
day and was then entombed in the archives of the League. Portions 
or the whole of the letter were reprinted with large headlines in the 
leading newspapers of Europe and the United States. Many of the 
newspapers carried strong editorials, endorsing my views. But no 
Government moved to follow them up. The officials of the League 
satisfied themselves with reprinting the letter as an official document 
and let it go at that. 


Adolf Hitler unimpeded by any effective international action was 
probably encouraged by the nations’ manifest unwillingness to con- 
cern themselves with the source of refugees. Brazenly he continued 
to press forward his programme for the elimination of German 


Jewry and to encourage similar deadly attacks upon Jews everywhere 
in the world. 


Following almost immediately after my resignation, the High 
Commission for German Refugees was brought directly under the 
League of Nations. Subsequently, its work was merged with that 
of the Intergovernmental Committee for Refugees, created following 
the Evian Conference in 1938. A single High Commissioner was 
named to carry on the joint activities including also the unfinished 
work of the Nansen Office which had earlier been dissolved. But 
no substantial funds or adequate staff were provided. In general, 
there was governmental indifference to the necessity of providing 
the means and the backing to galvanise the High Commission and 
the Intergovernmental Committee into vigorous activity. Even 
such an able and devoted executive as Sir Herbert Emerson, who 
became High Commissioner in January, 1939, and Director of the 
Intergovernmental Committee in February, could do little more 
than mark time. And this during those fateful months when Hitler 
was launching his final plans to enslave Europe and to destroy 
European Jewry. 


Evian and the Intergovernmental Committee 


In the summer of 1938, President Roosevelt, with that prescience 
which has so often marked his grasp of world affairs—he then seemed 
to sense the coming tragedy of the war—moved to supplement the 
inadequate League of Nations refugee machinery. Thirty-two 
Governments accepted his invitation to be represented at a refugee 
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conferefice in Evian. The meeting convened at that beautiful French 
resort town on the Lake of Geneva in July. Mr. Myron C. Taylor 


was the American governmental representative ; I acted as his 
technical adviser. 


The German Anschluss with Austria in March, 1938, had added 
new thousands to the stream of Central European refugees who were 
already taxing the capacities of the countries of temporary refuge 
in Western Europe. Reports then current indicated that some 
125,000 refugees had already left Germany and Austria and that 
700,000 additional persons were under the necessity of departing 
because of their racial origins or their religious or political beliefs. 
Neighbouring countries reported that they could not absorb more 
refugees unless they were relieved of those already accepted. The 
Evian Conference, therefore, was an effort to substitute planned 
migration for the chaotic dispersion of refugees which was proving 
disturbing to the peace of other countries. 


Despite the desperate need for new openings for refugees, there 
came from the assembled representatives of 32 Governments at 
Evian only one offer to receive refugees for permanent settlement. 
Little Santo Domingo alone made a definite offer—the acceptance 
of 100,000 for settlement in agriculture! The representatives of 
the other Governments were silent or sought to explain why they 
could not open their doors. 


The Governments at Evian adjourned to a second meeting in 
London in August, 1938, and there, in large part because of the 
leadership of Myron Taylor, the United States representative, they 
organised the Intergovernmental Committee, with Lord Winterton, 
the representative of the British Government, as Chairman. The 
first action of the Intergovernmental Committee was vainly to 
explore with Germany the possibilities of orderly emigration of the 


refugees, with sufficient capital in their possession to contribute to 
the costs of resettlement. 


Thereafter, commissions of experts were sent to explore the 
feasibility of the settlement of refugees in northern and southern 
Rhodesia, British Guiana, the Dominican Republic and Mindanao 
in the Philippines. Costs of settlement in Africa proved high, but 
the settlement of experimental groups of 500 families was recom- 
mended in the other areas. The outbreak of the war in September, 
1939, resulted in the cancellation of plans to settle refugees in British 
Guiana and the Philippines, but the Dominican project proceeded 
under the devoted leadership of James N. Rosenberg and the auspices 
of the Dominican Republic Settlement Association, a private cor- 
poration organised in New York, which entered into a contract with 
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the Dominican Government. Over 500 refugees were feceived in 
the Sosua settlement in the Dominican Republic before difficulties 
of transportation prevented the transfer of additional numbers. 


The Bermuda Conference 


As the war entered its fifth year and the plight of millions of 
Jewish and other displaced persons in Europe became more and 
more acute, the British and American Governments convened the 
Bermuda Conference in April, 1943, to consider possible new steps 
of rescue. But Bermuda was from the beginning condemned to 
futility. On the eve of its opening and as if in competition, the two 
Governments in an exchange of correspondence made untenable 
claims about their past performances on behalf of refugees. Those 
apologies were disconcerting but accurate auguries of failure. 


On nearly every proposition brought forward, the attitude of 
those at the conference was half-hearted or negative. Large-scale 
movements of people from Nazi-controlled Europe were, it was 
decided, impossible under the war conditions then existing. Earlier 
proposals to attempt to rescue Jewish children from Axis-controlled 
territories were said to be impracticable. As to finding places of 
permanent refuge for those of Hitler’s victims who had escaped to 
neutral countries, the experts at the conference pleaded that the 
lack of shipping precluded effective action. In answer to suggestions 
of possible places of permanent refuge, the British representatives 
insisted that Palestine could not be considered as the maintenance 
unchanged of the White Paper of 1939 was “ essential from the point 
of view of stability in the Middle East.” ‘They also objected to the 
further entry of Jewish refugees into Cyprus and British East Africa. 
As to opening wider the doors of the United States, Secretary Hull 
reminded the conference—which could scarcely have needed the 
reminder—that Congressional action determines his country’s 
immigration policy. 

Thus having reached negative conclusions on most of the issues 
raised, the Bermuda Conference made the unoriginal and not very 
helpful suggestion that additional war-time refugee problems be 
handled by a revived and strengthened Intergovernmental Committee. 


This objective summary only deepens the mystery: why was 
the Bermuda Conference held when it was so obvious that neither 
the American nor the British Government had any plan for the 
meeting which held the slightest prospect of success ? 


War Refugee Board 


As if to erase the unfavourable impressions left by the futile 
Bermuda Conference, President Roosevelt set up at the beginning 
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of 1944 the War Refugee Board. Its terms of reference are 
broad : “To take action for the immediate rescue from the Nazis 
of as many as possible of the persecuted minorities of Europe, 
racial, religious, or political, and all civilian victims of enemy 
savagery . . . to take all measures within the Government’s power 
to rescue the victims of enemy persecution who are in imminent 
danger of death and otherwise to assist such victims with all possible 
relief and assistance consistent with the successful prosecution of 
the war.” Its organisation is admirable for effective action in war- 
time. The Board is made up of the Secretaries of State, War and 
the Treasury. It thus has direct access to the highest authority. 


The Board is fortunate in its chief executive officer, John W. 
Pehle. Young, energetic, experienced in governmental mechanism, 
and yet always ready to cut red tape, he has never hesitated to 
move wherever he thought there was any prospect of being helpful. 
Moreover, Mr. Pehle has surrounded himself with able colleagues 


chosen from the Treasury and other governmental departments and 
from the outside. 


The importance of the War Refugee Board lies partially in the 
fact that it enables all organisations engaged in refugee rescue and 
relief work to deal with a single Government agency. More signi- 
ficant, perhaps, are the Board’s moral implications. During the 
first few months of its existence it was possible to employ a kind 
of psychological warfare in order to stimulate those willing to help 
the Jewish refugees in the occupied and satellite countries, and to 
warn those who persisted in persecuting them. 


Admirable though the purposes and work of the War Refugee 
Board are, it is drastically limited in time. It is a war agency and 
will logically come to an end when the fighting in Europe ceases. 
It therefore has no mandate to deal with the vast problem of post- 
war refugees. However, it is to be hoped that its able and far-sighted 
executive will climax its work by preparing and presenting to the 
President a comprehensive plan to deal with those hundreds of 
thousands of refugees who will be left stranded when the European 
war is over. Such a plan, with the backing of the three Secretaries 


who make up the Board, would surely have great weight with the 
President. 


UNRRA and Post-War Refugees 


But one might ask, what of the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration? Does it not include within its 
broad mandate responsibility for making plans for the care of post- 
war refugees and the responsibility of executing such plans? The 
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answer is definite. UNRRA has interpreted its mandate as 
giving it responsibility only for the refugees who can be expected 
to return to their former homes. UNRRA has clearly indicated 
that it is not assuming responsibility for those post-war refugees 
with whom we are particularly concerned—the million to two million, 
mostly Jews, who cannot reasonably be expected to return to their 
homes. UNRRA has specifically declared that these refugees 
must look to the Intergovernmental Committee for legal and political 
protection and for aid in finding new homes. 


The total number of persons displaced by the war in Europe is 
estimated by competent authorities to be as high as thirty millions 
(this, of course, does not include other tens of millions in China). 
The European total is made up of prisoners, forced labourers, 
persons displaced by the Nazis for direct or indirect military pur- 
poses, and those very large numbers who were moved out of their 
homes as the armies advanced. 


Of this staggering total of thirty million perhaps 90 or 95 per 
cent. will be able to return to their own homes. To aid them, there 
will be three powerful agencies. First, the allied armies ; second, 
the allied Governments; and third, UNRRA. It is evident, 
therefore, that comprehensive plans and adequate machinery will 
be ready to assist these home-going refugees. 


Among the one or two million European post-war refugees who 
will have to seek new homes overseas there will be certainly hundreds 
of thousands and perhaps more than a million Jews. I cannot share 
the optimism of those who think that repatriation will care for all 
save a few Jewish refugees. We may expect that most, perhaps 
nearly all, of the Jews formerly resident in France, Holland, Belgium, 
Denmark, Norway and Luxembourg will be permitted, perhaps even 
encouraged, to return. Perhaps similar conditions will prevail in 
Italy and in the Baltic States. But I do not think it reasonable 
to expect that post-war conditions in Germany, Poland, Hungary, 
Rumania, Bulgaria or even in Czechoslovakia, will be favourable 
for the return of more than a fraction of the surviving Jews who 
formerly lived in those countries. 


I have come to this conclusion because I am convinced that in all 
these central and south-eastern European countries, economic and 
social conditions will be seriously adverse to the re-establishment of 
Jewish refugees in their old neighbourhoods. The war will have 
devastated many of these areas, the struggle for existence will in all 
of them be intense and the task of recovering for displaced Jews 
their former properties will everywhere be difficult and in many 
communities impossible. 
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There is no good in blinking at realities. Let us look uncoerced 
at what may be anticipated in some of the countries where Jewish 
refugees previously were at home. For example, a report emanating, 
presumably, from the Polish Underground bluntly says that “the 
return of Jews to the cities and to their businesses would be looked 
upon as an invasion and might invite forceful opposition.” The 
semi-official Polish daily, Gazeta Polska, puts this feeling more 
brutally : “ Even after the breakdown of the Hitler regime the Jews 
will not be able to leave the ghettos immediately. There will be 
persons deprived of families, homes, shops, long ago ruined or 
transferred to other owners ; they will be outside the framework of 
the economic and social life. The first aid they must get from abroad 
such as food, clothing and medicaments. But what then? There 
are only two possibilities. Either to accomplish the policy initiated 
by Germany, or to integrate them organically into the economic and 


political life of the country. But we must take into consideration 


that even the replacement and return to society cannot be carried 
through without strong opposition on the part of the Gentile popula- 
tion. Five years of Hitlerism could not pass over people, even such 
as fought it relentlessly, without leaving definite traces.” 


Here is just one more example of what may be expected. This 
from Rumania. This former satellite of Germany has been freed, 
but its 270,000 surviving Jews are still in a desperate plight. The 
present Rumanian Government, supported by the Russians, has 
eliminated de jure all racial and religious discrimination, but return- 
ing Jews find their homes and their jobs in the possession of Aryans 
whom the Government refuses to dispossess. In a dispatch to the 
New York Times on October 22nd, Joseph Levy wrote that “‘ even 
the leaders of the Communist and Social Democratic Parties .. . 
refuse to intervene on behalf of these Jews. These leaders are 


courting non-Jewish Rumanian wage earners, ‘who must not be 
antagonised.’ ” 


Most regretfully I add that I fear we must anticipate similar 
evasions by other Governments. 


In reaching this pessimistic conclusion, I have not been. unmind- 
ful of the probability that the treaties at the end of the war will 
contain special provisions requiring the Governments of the former 
enemy States to guarantee equality of rights and opportunities to 
their citizens without discrimination on the basis of race or religion. 
I cannot have confidence, however; that these treaties will be effective. 


Nor have I more faith in the efficacy of the several proposals for 
a universal Bill of Rights. Of course, a Bill of Rights should be 
proclaimed as a part of the peace settlement. The enforcement of 
its provisions should be one of the avowed and firmly ‘maintained 
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purposes of the victors. None the less I cannot share the optimism 
of Lessing J. Rosenwald and his colleagues of the American Council 
for Judaism when they declare that the solution to the problem of 
Jews “rests on recognition of the inalienable rights of the individual 
(or that) once that concept of human freedom is unqualifiedly 
accepted Jews will require no special measure.” 


This dictum ignores or glosses over the very special and the 
acutely urgent problem of Jewish post-war refugees. Very respect- 
fully, therefore, I urge the leaders of the American Council for 
Judaism to take account of the terrible realities of the hundreds of 
thousands of homeless Jews who at the end of the war can only hope 
to re-establish themselves outside of Europe. 


Where Can Jewish Refugees Go ? 


THE UNITED STATES? Unhappily there is no present prospect: 


for the liberalisation of the admission of Jewish refugees to the U.S.A. 
We shall do well if we succeed blocking those exclusionists who 
would reduce or eliminate the existing quotas or who, failing to 
change the law, would through changes in administrative regulations 
close the doors against refugees. 


ALasKA? This potentially very rich territory is nearly empty ; 
but as a territory of the United States, the immigration limitations 
which apply to the rest of the country apply also to Alaska. 


COUNTRIES OF CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA? They need now 
and will need for some time in the future mostly agricultural im- 
migrants ; and there are few farmers among the Jewish refugees. 
In some of the Latin American countries it is true there is a more 
rapid pace of industrialisation, but the opportunities for urban 
refugees will during the next years remain comparatively. slight. 


AFricA? Angola, for example? It is the same threadbare tale, 
ambitious plans but no prospects of being carried out within any 
period which can be of help to Jewish refugees immediately after 
the war. 


KENYA? It was in the highland area of that rich colony that 
Lord Winterton, British representative at the Evian Conference, first 
suggested Jewish refugee colonisation. But in the face of opposition 
from the few Hindu inhabitants of the Colony the project was 
discouraged by the British Government,-and almost nothing has 
been done there. 


TANGANYIKA? At first refugees from Hitler Germany were 
welcomed in this former German East Africa. But when the number 
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of refugees had grown to 7,000 the anti-alien and - anti-Jewish 
propaganda was followed by a decision of the British Government 
to clo se the doors of Tanganyika to Jewish refugees. 


EtnioP1a? This is but the latest of several African schemes. 
It, like the others, is so remote from realisation as to give no hope 
of being of value during the next years. 


AUSTRALIA ? The latest land settlement scheme for Jews in that 
comparatively empty continent can be expected to result in the 
admission of hundreds, perhaps a few thousand, not more, Jewish 


refugees. 


Biro BIpjJAN ? Do you recall how only a few years ago this rich 
but difficult virgin territory in eastern Siberia in the Amur region 
on the border of Manchuria was to become such a haven of Jewish 
refugees as to solve the Jewish problem ? For months in the U.S.A. 
anti-Zionists seized upon Biro Bidjan as a-saving alternative. Thir- 
teen years later, that is, in 1941, the latest time for which we have 
figures, Biro Bidjan contained not more than 25,000 Jews, and few 
of these from outside of the Soviet Union. Thus one more 
“‘ substitute” for Palestine proves an illusion. . 


Lessons of Twenty-five Years 


Twenty-five years of governmental and intergovernmental 
activities on behalf of refugees drive home these truths :— 


1. The shortsightedness of the Great Powers and their 
unwillingness to act in time to check the Hitler programme of 
‘destruction of racial and religious minorities (when this could 
have been done without the risk of war) helped to make the war 
inevitable, and was therefore a direct cause of the more than ten 
million casualties to date among the fighting men, and of the 
death of millions of European civilians, including three or four 
million Jews, and of the displacement of other tens of millions 
of civilians of which one to two millions are Jews. 


2. The League of Nations traditional approach was inade- 
quate, primarily because the States Members of the League never 
made the solution of the refugee problem a major objective. 


3. For precisely the same reason the Intergovernmental Com- 

mittee for Refugees and its plans (so far as these are known) are 

" of necessity inadequate ; the leading Governments represented on 

the Intergovernmental Committee have yet to demonstrate that 

they are seriously determined to use the Committee to carry out 
a comprehensive programme. 
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4, On the record Palestine offers incontestably the primary 
hope for the solution of the problem of Jewish refugees. The 
conclusion which emerges inescapably from a realistic resume of 
twenty-five years of intergovernmental dealings with refugees and 
from a realistic appraisal of the world situation is that in Palestine 
and only there can the mass of Jewish refugees hope to be 
welcome and to be assisted to integrate themselves in the life 
of the community. Only in Palestine will most of them feel 
that they have returned home. | 


A Suggested Programme of Action 


1. The Great Powers, particularly the United States, Great 
Britain and Soviet Russia, must be made to understand that the 
tragedy of refugees constitutes a major problem the solution of which 


is urgent in the interests of common humanity and vital in the 
making of a durable peace. 


2. The Intergovernmental Committee for Refugees must be 
radically strengthened and provided with the funds essential to 
enable it to carry on its vast task of aiding the resettlement overseas 
of many hundreds of thousands of refugees who carinot return home. 


3. Palestine, including Transjordania, should be opened to 
Jewish immigration limited only by the absorptive capacity of the 
area. The 1939 White Paper closing the door to Jewish immigrants 
was a surrender to Arab pressure sharpened by years of Arab 
terrorism. It was but the latest of Britain’s interpretations of its 
obligation under the Mandate ; it is not sacrosanct. Neither in law 
nor in equity is Britain the sole judge of the future of Palestine. 


4. Specifically, the heads of the major Powers among the 
United Nations should be urged to place the future of 
Palestine on the agenda of any future deliberations. Nothing 
less than an agreement among the four Great Powers interested in 
the Middle East can lay the basis for a real Palestine settlement. 
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PALESTINE 
YESTERDAY and TO-MORROW 


By JAMES PARKES 


I. 


N the last fifty years there has grown up within Jewry an organised political 
movement known as Zionism, whose objects are the rebuilding in 
Palestine of a centre of Jewish life and a home for the Jewish people. 

In these two objects the hopes of an ever-growing proportion of Jewry have 


centred, as their security in other lands has been destroyed, and their way 
of life has been restricted and maligned. 


The movement has its critics as well as its supporters within as well as 
without Jewry. To some it has seemed a romantic escapism ; to others an 
outbreak within the Jewish people of that nationalistic chauvinism which 
has been such a calamity to the world at large. Others again see in it 
something of disloyalty to the countries in which Jews have been freely 
accepted as citizens, and in which they have had every liberty to practise 
their religion. Others say “ Palestine is a small country and cannot possibly 
solve the Jewish question *» in the belief that Zionism is a mechanical attempt 


to collect together again all the millions of Jews scattered throughout the 
world. 


There is, in fact, still much confusion as to what Zionism is, and as to the 
significance of what has happened in Palestine during the last twenty-five 
years. There is danger in this ignorance for us as well as for the Jews, for 


after the war the British people will be called on to take important decisions 
on the future of the country. : 


In order to understand what is at stake we need to know something of 
the Jewish people. _We may be familiar with them as a social and economic 
group, popular or unpopular, in our own city and country ; we may know 
something of Nazi persecution ; we may have Jewish friends or we may 
dislike the Jews with whom we come into contact. But none of these 
personal experiences really tell us who or what “ the Jews ” are as one of the 
peoples holding one of the religions of the world. 


The Jews are not a race, for like the rest of us they are a biological mixture 
of various stocks, and they have been so all through their long rom 
They are not strictly a religion, for many Jews are atheists or 
They are not a nation in the sense that other nations have expressec mening 


hood, by a long continuous history attached to one geographical area. = 
Jews are a people,” but that is scarcely a definition. The best descri 

is to say that Jewry is a civilisation, for a civilisation is something whic 

be dispersed, acquired, exhibited in various forms, blended with dats, 
retained in bits, and yet remain easily identifiable, even though it cannot 
be closely defined. A civilisation has no exact frontiers, We can call the 
British, or even the European, way of life a civilisation, and yet. we do not 
expec ‘all inglishmen or Europeans to exhibit exactly the same character- 
or share the same beliefs ; and we can admit Air Marshal Sir Philip 


istics, or 
Joubert de la Ferté to be English in spite of his French name ; and African 
or Indian friends to be “‘ Europeans ” in spite of their colour. 


The Jews are members of an ancient civilisation whose centre has been 
Judaism ; and Judaism has been a religion with sufficient continuous 
inspiration to keep them distinct, to develop them and to sustain them in 
adversity, for the two thousand years eH which they have lacked a centre 


and a homeland. During this long period they have carried their country 
on their backs and in their heads, in ig literature of Judaism—the Bible 
and the commentaries on it, especially the Talmud—and in the customs 
and ways of life of succeeding generations. Although they have thus 
their civilisation from country to country, yet until the last 
century it could be easily identified wherever they settled. Every ghetto 
was in a sense a little Palestine. Jewish magistrates administered the 
Jewish law ; Jewish rabbis developed Jewish custom ; the language of the 
Bible and the Talmud was the language of the study and the synagogue ; 
and the same Jewish way of life was practised in communities widely scat- 
tered throughout the world. There was no central Jewish government ; 
there was no political power in the hands of the communities separately or 
together. But the link between these different outposts of Palestine was 
not merely a common religious inheritance from the past. Messages and 
travelled from community to community. New points of 
conduct would be discussed at the same time in England, and France, in 
Egypt and Baghdad ; rabbinical synods met at the great international 
fairs ; so that in ee of geographical dispersion Jewry remained one civilisa- 
tion spiritually united 
iia a hk coidiaciaths const she. obasin: walle sete. beakes down. ic 
western Europe, the Jews undoubtedly gained individually, but Jewry as a 
civilisation tended to disappear. The centuries of the strange and artificial 
life of the ghetto had made many of the religious leaders narrow and inelastic, 
and hostile to new ideas. The whole of nineteeth century civilisation was 
foreign to them, and the result was a deep break in the unity of Jewry. The 
emancipated Jews did not necessarily give up their religion but both they and 
their neighbours came to regard it as .a purely personal affair. They adopted 
the ways of the country of which they had become citizens, and their fellow 
citizens regarded them merely as one of the “ dissenting” groups, citizens 
who differed from others in going to synagogue on Saturday instead of church 
on Sunday. In eastern Europe, where Jews were far more numerous, the 
pear Toagangr There also the autonomous Jewish life within ihe ghetto 
can en, but by persecution, not by freedom. Under the Tsars of the 
mth century lived more than the Jewish population of the world. 
They wee unwanted subjects, and the Tsars sain cinanananasetoe 
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wight of thi dere _The internal autonomy of the communities was 
y oyed ; political persecution, a growing population with 
ny HMM adlled, (a 10s, Maes aaportanas vi Saadiag tes" sodas 
pe stisdb oS cl ae foundations of joe scaee As one of their 

said, they became as abject as their p rs desired them 
obs It was among these downtrodden masses 1 Ziasiiaen ax wes tena 
it to-day was born, born out of a desire to restore the Jewish pattern of life, 
in all its amplitude, to these miserable slum dwellers of the Jewish quarters 
of the towns and villages of Poland and western Russia. But in Russia 
— there was little hope that their dream could be realised. 


Il. 


- Tt was inevitable that the thoughts of these pioneers in j ewish revival. 
should turn towards Palestine. It was true that in western Europe and 
America individual Jews were prospering exceedingly. Bui it was impossible to 
overlook that the foundations of their freedom had been the proclamation 
of the French Revolution “to the Jews as men everything, to the Jews as . 
Jews nothing.” The Jews had become citizens, and were le: ding free lives 
as individuals in the German, or French, or British, or other, country, which 
had admitted them. They were unrestricted indeed i in their religious prac-. 
- tices. But these dreamers of eastern Europe wanted more than this material 
and individual freedom. They desired the spiritual rebirth and further 
development of a great religious civilisation, the civilisation founded on the 
Law of ; Moses, developed by generations of rabbis, administrators, scholars and 
simple pious J ews; and they desired not to turn poverty-stricken merchants 
of Russia into prosperous merchants of New York—excellent though that 
might be from an economic standpoint—but to make the Jewish people once 
again a normal people, exercising all the varied occupations of a normal. 


national life, beginning with the cultivation of the land, from which Jews 
had for centuries been excluded. : 


"The word “ religion ” has been so narrowed in modern thought that it is 
rhislending to apply it to the ideals of the early Zionists without further ~ 
explanation. Although many of them were profoundly “ religious ” in the. 
conventional sense, many others definitely desired to shake themselves 
free from the trammels of Jewish orthodoxy. But both groups alike: were. 
embraced within the fold of the Jewish civilisation., A civilisation is diffi- . 
cult to define, and does not necessarily lend itself to comparisons. One is 
not necessarily truer or better than. another. But in numerous and subtle. 
ways it is different. A simple example will explain. An Englisk r 
says to her child “‘ be good.” A French mother says “ sois sage ations: 
One is a moral appéal, the other an intellectual. It would be absurd to say 
that one is “ better ” than the other ; bus she nwa inancate tuto quite diltevent:. 
approaches to the same problem. “ "Fair-play ” is an h idea which has 
become an international word, because the idea, in its : form to the. 
English, did not exist among other peoples. : ‘But this does not mean that: 
they lived at a lower level of morals and culture. 


So, then, the Jewish civilisation is not necessarily elie or worse ie” 
that of other peoples, but itis different; and its preservation was as precious © 
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ish are sati ub abroad because it is a miniature of an. 
and left behind. England is still there. ‘The Jew was in the position 
of having only his “club.” Behind it there was no centte which repre- 
sented, in free and untrammeled development, all that to be a Jew meant to 
him. It is an interesting illustration of this feeling of need—even though: 
an imperfect way of fulfilling it—that well into the nineteenth century 
Jewish communities of the west, the Jewish “clubs” of England, France 
and other countries, nearly always looked to eastern Europe, where Jews, 
even if not politically free, were still a people, for their rabbis. Only gradually 
did native rabbinical seminaries appear, though many rabbis and comfnunal: 
leaders still continued to come from the east. Again we can observe the same 
with other peoples. Until recently the Irish in America looked largely to: 
Ireland for their priests. | 
It is interesting to look at some of the fields in which the Jewish civilisa- 
tion differs from our own, differences due both to the environment and to the 
igion in which the two have developed. The first thing that might strike 
Englishman is the entire absence of political traditions. Jews have had no 
opportunity to acquire them, whereas we have been a united people for cen- 
turies, and have traditions of political freedom going back for a thousand’ 
yeats. This lack of political experience has been one of the misfortunes of 
Jewish public life in recent years when they have been confronted with poli- 
tical problems of extreme complexity. But, in return, one of the things that 
strikes a Jew in contemplating our civilisation is our indifference to intellec- 
tualindependence, We are‘not at all ashamed of taking our views from other 
jle—even from our newspapers. We may think that the Jews worship- 
th. They don’t ; they venerate learning. We, unfortunately, still tend. 
to think that a.rich man must be better than a poor one. The Jew does not. 
He merely regards him as more fortunate. So one might go on. But one: 
characteristic of the Jewish civilisation is of prime importance. No other 
civilisation has a richer sense of the community, and of the meaning of mutual 
responsibility. Of course this is partly the result of the life which they have 
lived, often isolated, and persecuted in ‘a hostile environment. But it is not 
only that. One has only to read the first books of the Bible—especially 
Exodus and Deuteronomy—to see how deeply the idea of the community is 
impressed on Jewish thought, and how squarely it is based on the conception: 
of justice between men. That is why individual Jews have made so many 
contributions to social reform in all countries of Europe, contributions out: 
of all proportion to their numbers. It was because of this sense of the need. 
of a free community as creating the conditions in which alone Jewry could 
really be itself, that Zionism was from the beginning more than simply a 
movement for the moral reform and uplift of individuals. 
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So their ery re turned to. Palestine, not to western —e or Ameri 
The relation of Jewry to Palestine daring the eighteen hundred years ofits 
exile is unique. Unique, not perhaps: no other people ave 
remembered for so long a lost homeland, but because no other . has: 
been called upon so to remember, century after century, the birthplace of 
their nation and the cradle of their civilisation. At no of its history 
has Palestine been entirely devoid of a Jewish population, and at no time in 
the history of the Jews scattered through the world have they ever felt that 
any other country took the place of Palestine in their hearts and of Zion in 
their souls. But it had come to be a mystical rather than a geographical 
Palestine which attracted them. It was the centre of their religious rather 
than of their material hopes ; and a Russian Jew, fleeing from Russia, saw no 
inconsistency in combining his longing for Palestine with his equal longing 
for a ticket for New York. The Jews who actually lived in the country 
went there to pray or to die rather than to till the soil. ‘The land around 
their crowded homes in Safed, Hebron or Jerusalem, lay desolate and empty 


It. 


It was therefore a new version of something very old when young Jews 
of Russia began to look to Palestine for what we should call national and 
social reconstruction rather than for religious inspiration, or rather found 
their religious inspiration in that reconstruction. It was with these young 
pioneers that the real Zionist adventure of to-day begins. Very many of the 
firstcomers paid for their vision with their lives. They knew nothing of 
agriculture, the climate was malarial and they were physically unequal 
to the strain ; but behind them was the increasing tragedy of Jews in Russia, 
and in front of them was a national hope. Newcomers arrived to. take the 
place of those who fell ; villages were established and began to grow. Then 
in 1883 a great French Jew, Baron Edmund de Rothschild, heard of the 
venture and came to the rescue, helping them with. all the technical and 
medical, financial and other services which the pioneers needed to set their 
work on a solid foundation. 


In 1897 a further step of much greater significance was taken. In 
that year Theodor Herzl called together the first international Congress of 
Zionists, whence sprang the World Zionist Organisation. From. that. time 
onwards the settlers in Palestine had behind them the support and encour- 
agement of an increasingly significant body of Jewish opinion in all. countries. — 
The settlers were coming now, not singly nor in dozens, but in hundreds, 
anxious Only to find for themselves, and for the Jewish people as a whole, 
regeneration in a new and free life, a life which should show that it was. 
history not choice which had created the abnormal “ ghetto Jew” with 
bent back and shuffling gait, living on air and sufferance ; and that it was 
the pressure of external repression and not natural exhaustion which had 
TOROS) SE OS See Se Leet oe eee eee 
external forms and signs, procedures and restrictive laws. 
They had come to save both the soul and the body of Jewry. 


agricultural pioneers in occupation of nearly 100,000 acres of land. They 
formed about'an eighth of the total Jewish population which, in turn, formed 
about one-seventh of the whole pulation of the country. Of the rest of 
the Jews a large number were tring by charity and engaged in religious. 
exercises, but others were developing infant industries and = or engaged 
in pioneering experiments. 


IV. 


- Such was the situation when the last war overtook the world. The 
probable break-up of the Turkish Em = led Zionist leaders to seek to 
remedy a situation the difficulties of which had proved insurmountable in 
the past. The Jewish villages in Palestine had no firm legal foundations. 
They “‘ owned ” the houses they lived in and land which they cultivated— 
and ‘paid for—by various subterfuges, and by the corruptibility of Turkish 
officials. Such a position was dangerous as well as undignified, and it was 
natural that there had long been a strong desire for a firm, and internationally 
guaranteed, basis for the project itself, for the growing Jewish population 
of the country, and especially for their right to buy land. 


The result was a series of discussions with various leaders of the Allies, 
bul es) y with members of the British Government. Political considera- 
tions first delayed, and then accelerated, the willingness of the Government 
to accede to the desire of the Zionists ; 3 but behind the political considera- 
tions of the moment there was som both deeper and more permanent 
—a real sympathy with and understanding for the Jewish ‘desire to return 
to their ancient Homeland, a sympathy which still exists to-day. The asso- 
ciation of the people of the Bible with the land of the Bible was one which 
the British easily understood. Nearly a hundred years earlier the British 
Consulate in Jerusalem had, as an official task, undertaken the general 
protection of foreign Jews in the country. Lord Balfour (then Mr. A, J. 
Balfour) had met the Zionist leader, Dr: Weizmann, long before he became 
an important chemist discovering ways to manufacture essential chemicals 
for the war effort, and had been won to wholehearted approval of the objects 
of the Zionist endeavour. There was, then, a very general welcome, from 
public men of all shades of opinion, and from churchmen of all denominations 
when a copy appeared in the Press in November, 1917, of the following letter 

, as the representative of the Cabinet, Lord Balfour had written to 
Lord Rothschild as head of Anglo-Jewry. | 
Foreign Office, 
November 2nd, 1917. 
‘* Dear Lord Rothschild, 

I have much pleasure in conveying to you on. behalf of His Majesty’s 

Government the following declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist 

_ aspirations, which has been submitted to and approved by the.Cabinet : 


: “His Majesty’s. Government view with pee the establishment in « 
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish e, and will use their 
best endeavours to facilitate the achievement . oe object, it being 


| -¢learly understood: that nothing» shall be done which may prejudice’ 
6 


the civil and religious rights of existing ennui communities in 


a a oe a rn 
_ country.” 


I should be grateful if you would bring this declersiteni to the bids. 
ledge of the Zionist Federation. ; 


Yours sincerely, 
ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR.. 


_The Balfour Declatation, as it came to be known, falls into three parts : 
encouragement of the aspirations of the Zionists, recognition of the rights of 
other inhabitants of the country, and the rejection of the idea that the 
_ approval of Zionism implied any diminution of the status of Jews in other 
countries. The Declaration contains a great vision, but as a political charter 
it is vague, and intentionally so, because it was still quite uncertain how the 
future of Zionism would develop and how the interplay of forces within 
and without Jewry would affect it. Certainly its original framers and its 
official interpreters wete quite prepared to accept a Jewish state in Palestine, 
should the number of Jews entering the country warrant it. Both Lloyd 
George, then Prime Minister, and Winston Churchill, Colonial Secretary 
at the moment when decisive measures had to be taken in 1921-22, have 
stated this clearly, But they had no idea in what numbers Jews would 
respond ; and they also had very little idea of how the problem of the other 
inhabitants would develop and find solution. If it remained a primarily 
idealistic enterprise, then the Jewish population might grow very slowly, 
and adjust itself easily and with little friction to an evolving political formula 
for the future government of the country. On the other hand, mere physical 

need of a refuge might bring tens of thousands of Jews yearly to the gates 
of the country. They did not know, and so they left the matter vague. — 
But it is unlikely that they expected that the Arab reaction within the 
country should have been so immediate and so unfavourable. 


V. 


It was indeed, and still is, the great tragedy of the. Zionists that Palestine 
was not a wholly empty country. Had it been so, few of the difficulties and 
fewer of the controversies which have distracted its development would have 
occurred. At the time of the Declaration and during the Peace Conference, 
the British and the Jews had to do with one or two recognised Arab leaders, 
and especially with the Emir Faysal, later King of Iraq, who had. fought 
with Lawrence. in the Arab campaign, and who was regarded by the Allies 
as the accepted mouthpiece of all the Arab peoples. Faysal had expressed 
himself as perfectly willing to consider a developing Jewish settlement’ in 
Palestine as commensurate with the promises made te him—but he also 
expressed it with a vague reservation since he also could not know exactly 
what the future would involve. The actual ‘lation of the country was 
not consulted, for two reasons ; in the ee eee 
exist ; -in the second, the local inhabitants had no co of 
their own. “ Palestine” is carved-out of the Turkish province 
‘the independent district of Jerusalem. Te does not correspond t0 any 
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historical or administrative Turkish division. Unofficially, however, the 
more vocal of the inhabitants expressed their vigorous opposition to any such 
Jewish settlement as the Zionists desired, and repudiated the idea that Faysal 
could decide for them. This created the. dilemma which the British have 
had to face ever since they accepted the idea that the political responsibility 
should be theirs for assuring the conditions.in which the National Home 


might grow. And it is round the Jewish-Arab issue that the bitterest moral 
and political controversies have grown. 


There is no Arab history attaching to Palestine comparable to that of the 
ews. Itis not a Holy Country to them ; though it contains their third Holy 
ity, Jerusalem. It was never a centre ‘of Atab culture. They conquered 
the country from the Byzantines in the seventh century. It was never a 
special-seat of Arab government, but a province of either Egypt, Damascus 
or Baghdad ; and they lost it to the Seljuk Turks in the middle of the 
eleventh century, and have never been its rulers since. 


Sympathy for the Arabs must, then, be concentrated, as indeed in these 
democratic days it should be, on the actual Arab population, the humble 
dwellers of the towns and villages. And these have as much right to their 
homes as any other humble folk. At the same time it is as wrong to speak 
of their “‘ immemorial ”’ possession of the land, as it is to speak of them as 
though the whole population of the country, apart from the Jews, was of 
pure Arab stock. There have been periods when the coutitry, as a result of 
war, famine and pestilence, was almost depopulated. Conquerors have 
brought in settlers from Europe, Egypt and from various parts of the Turkish 
Empire. At the beginning of the nineteenth century the Arab population, 
‘apart from Bedouins, was probably little more than a hundred thousand, 
and in the middle it was spoken of as dwindling not increasing. Con- 
‘siderably more than half, possibly three-quarters, of the non-Jewish 
population of to-day are, like the Jews, comparatively recent immigrants, 
who have been attracted to the country since the beginning of the revival of 
its prosperity in the later decades of the nineteenth century. In the twentieth 
century some of the small educated class of Arabs of Palestine were caught 
with the nationalist fervour of their fellows of Syria, but scarcely any of 
them joined up with either Lawrence or Allenby for the fight against the 
‘Turks, so that the population cannot claim to have taken any special. share 
in the deliverance of their country from Turkish rule. 


But while this disposes of the romantic claims frequently made on their 
behalf, it still leaves them with perfectly adequate right to be where they are 
from an ordinary political standpoint. And to this must be added that the 
British did promise in somewhat vague terms to assure them their freedom, 
and consult them about their future. These promises are not in the much 
quoted “‘ McMahon Correspondence” ; they are contained in a rather in- 
iti communication made at Cairo to seven Syrian Arabs by the British 
Resident Minister, on the instructions.of the Foreign Office, and ina procla- 
mation of General Allenby made. from Damascus after he had conquered 
the whole of the country. They were never subsequently embodied in any 
formal statement of policy, and when an Arab Delegation visited the Colonial 
Office in. 1922 Mr. Churchill implicitly refused to accept them, by saying 
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that the Arab demand for a national government could not be canshbiik in 
view of the promises made to the Jews. 


VI. 


For some people this is enough in itself to prove the wickedness of the 
British Government, and the injustice of its treatment of the Arabs, and: it is 
natural that Arab Nationalists should share this view. But the position is not 
as simple as that. The world has nowhere recognised so absolute a right of 
ownership on the part of the inhabitants of any piece of territory that no 
external consideration could possibly be regarded as justification for the 
restriction of their liberty. Admittedly this was done much too light- 
heartedly, and for much too selfish reasons, in the past, when Europe was 
grabbing colonies in all parts of the world, and extending its “ protection” 
over peoples who had no desire whatever for it. Itisa principle to be applied 
only in exceptional cases, and for sufficient reasons. Most people would 
recognise the justice of restricting the sovereignty of Egypt in the Suez Canal, 
or the United States’ control of the Panama Canal Zone ; and if they desired 
to change the existing arrangement it would be that the authority over these 
key points should be exercised internationally and not by one great power. 
The agreement by which various sections of British territory were leased to 
the U.S.A. for naval bases is another case. In informal as well as formal ways, 
these must imply serious restrictions on the liberty of the local populations. 
I doubt whether there is any evidence that they were even consulted, and 


- they would certainly not have been allowed to refuse. An intelligent section 


of European Peace Settlements from 1815. onwards was that which deprived 
the river states of the Danube of sovereign rights over their section of the river. 
Examples of the widest variety of applications of this principle of interference 
with natural rights can be found ; and the only legitimate criterion by which 
they can be judged is whether in each case a superior claim to the natural 
rights of the inhabitants can be established. 


In this case, if the country had been fully populated, this would auto- 
matically have disposed of any Jewish right to enter it, however strong their 
historical or other claim. But this was not so. The country was extremely 
underdeveloped, with considerable room for immigration. The fact that 
after twenty years of the Mandate régime it is still a centre of considerable 
Arab immigration, in spite of the increase of the Jewish population by some 
400,000 (considerably more than the total population 80 years ago) is adequate 
proof of that. The presence, then, of an Arab population did not a priori - 
destroy the request made by the Jews, that they be given special facilities 
in Palestine, and the British Government in 1917 was perfectly entitled to 
examine that request sympathetically. 


Again it is necessary to dispose of one of the statements pal made 
in the controversy. There was never any question of the British Government 
“ giving ” the country, or any part of it, to the Jews. They Got gee 
away what did not belong to them.” ‘What the British Governm« eL ' ae > ded 
was to lend its approval to Jewish corporate settlement in ‘the country. 
ee ee ee ee ee 


he 


cilities (0 resuming the British accepted responsibility for the Administration) 
immigration up to the capacity which the country could support, and all this 
in such a way that the civil rights of the rest of the pipalaton were not infringed. 
And this decision of the British Government in 1917 was approved by the 


Allies and subsequently accepted: by every member State of the League of |. - 


Nations. That, however, is not the whole story, although it is the material 
basis of it. The British Government was not considering a normal type of 
- immigration ; or regarding the. immigrants simply as individuals. These 
conditions were designed to enable the reconstitution in Palestine of. a 
National Home for the Jewish people, and at this point we enter into other than 
purely material considerations, and we have to face the question : was ‘it 

Tight to recognise that (with the material safeguards given above) there was a 
special association of the Jews with Palestine which entitled them to this spe- 
cial treament ? And, further, was this association of such a kind that it was 
fair to weight the scales in favour of the Jews, with regard to the political 
future of what under the ‘Turks constituted the southern part of — and 
_ the Sanjak of iat mmaoes 


MEL. 


It might have made for peace if a full answer to this question had been 
- immediately possible. But it was not. The question of principle was 
decided in favour of the Jews ; and it must be remembered that it was the 
properly constituted international authority which took the final decision, 
when the Council of the League of Nations in 1923 approved the text of the 
Palestine Mandate ; but until it was possible to see what the Jewish people 
made of the rights thus granted them, it would have been unwise to plan 
- for the distant future. Had the project failed, or had it led only to a few 
thousand immigrants, then the political future of the country could have 
‘been decided more nearly according to normal Arab hopes. Did it prove 
a success, then a different kind of régime would become necessary. 


Consequently these matters were left undecided ; no answers were given 
“which would make the situation clear to the Arab population ; and the 
’ clearest indications (which were themselves not very clear) were that a 

“kind of dual government was the ultimate objective. The tragedies and 
- difficulties of the last twenty years have arisen out of the uncertainty thus 
created. For the Arab point of view was never definitely rejected ; and 


the Jewish never wholly accepted—at least as the two parties involved each 
2 _ interpreted them. 


Moreover, the fact that Palestine had now become a separate country 
administered by the British, while Syria was another separate country 
administered by the French, obscured the meaning of a decision which had 
been taken with the whole Arab world viewed in a single perspective. The 
Arabs of Palestine saw what appeated to be a violent wrong deliberately 
done to themselves alone ; and the other Arab countries identified themselves 
- only with the gtievances of the Arabs of Palestine, not with the whole picture 
«on ft Arb wali part. And it is difficult to blame them, for the 
division of the Arab into separate mandates under different European 
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wers was not a situation which the Arabs had created for themselves. 
t did nothing to help them to seeé the situation as a whole that the French 
were in control of Syria and the British of Iraq. When Faysal made an 
agreement with Dr. Weizmann about the Jewish National Home, and 
accepted the Jewish interest in Palestine, he did so on the basis of the rest 
of the Arab world, however it might be internally organised, being inde- 
pendent and a unity. | 


The Jews also ignored a general situation which was, indeed, none of their 
creating. They refused to see why the British Government, having accepted. 
‘a solemn international obligation to favour the establishment of their 
National Home, did not proceed to carry out their obligations, without 
introducing all the extraneous elements which arose from time to time in. 
the actual development of events. They asked for nothing but rights which 
had been internationally guaranteed them ; and their absence of political. 
experience assisted them to ignore the complications of the situation. Each 
party in its own way tried to secure its own position ; the British by making 
Statements which they hoped would offend neither of the other parties 
irreparably, the Arabs by violence, and the Jews by argument: aa 


VIII. 


It is one of the anomalies of the situation that the British seem positively 
to have preferred the violence of the Arabs to the arguments of the Jews ! But 
actually it is not surprising that the officers of the Administration tended 
to become increasingly pro-Arab. They were concerned more with day to — 
day relationships than with matters of ulterior policy ; and they were much. 
more concerned with Arabs than with Jews. There were two reasons for 
this. In the first place the great majority of the inhabitants were Arabs— 
three-quarters at the beginning of the British Administration, two-thirds 
in 1939. In the second place most of the matters which the administrators 
had to decide and manage for the Arabs, the Jews managed for themselves. 
In innumerable fields the administration of Arabs was direct, of Jews. 
indirect. This. was quite deliberate, as one of the purposes of the Balfour 
Declaration was precisely to recognise the Jewish desire for national regener- 
ation, which meant taking responsibility for their own corporate life. 


Now it is conceivable that some country might be able to produce a 
team of administrators in daily contact with people with a grievance, who. 
-would remain entirely unaffected by the grievance. It is not likely that the 
British will ever be able to do so. It was one of the tragi-comedies of the: 
situation in eastern Europe in 1919-20 that British officers attached to the: 
Poles and the Czechs during the quarrel over Teschen, hated each other 
more strénuously, and represented the standpoint of the government to which 
they were attached almost more unyieldingly, than the Poles and Czechs 
themselves. So the administrative officers became largely pro-Arab, and 
the Jews sensing this and resenting it, only added to the feeling against 
‘themselves by the vigour of their constant denunciations. . 


Behind this. business within the administration there was the. issue 
between the Arabs and the British at the Colonial Office level, which suffered 
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from the unwillingness of the British to clear up exactly the extent to which 
2 thought themselves committed to the Arab point of view, or tied by 
: having an Arab majority to whom somewhat vague promises 
had been made before-the Mandate came into existence. It is highly 
Eggers le that in the actualities of political life the need to satisfy an immed- 
demand by making an immediate pronouncement overshadowed the 
‘relevance of the particular pronouncement to the ultimate objectives for 
-which the special regime in Palestine was created. In 1921 Mr. Churchill, 
-at a meeting of Dominion Premiers, was quite prepared to state that, if the 
_Jews-came to form a majority in the country, they should form a government. 
In 1922, when the immediate task was to secure — with the Arabs, the 
Colonial Office made a solemn statement that it had no intention of imposing 
Jewish nationality on the people as a whole. Having once started along the 
line that the Government of the country should be decided according to 
‘the wishes of the majority, the Colonial- Office insensibly passed from the 
-original basis on which the decision to support the idea of a Jewish National 
“Home had been taken, to the normal procedure with regard to majorities 
-and minorities. The next step was inevitable—an undertaking that the 
British would do nothing which should enable the Jews to become a majority. 
It was no dark plot against the Jews. It was the consequence of not having 
‘been able at the beginning to state the whole case and declare the whole 
-objective. And they could not do this because at the time they had no 
-means of knowing whether that objective could be reached—1.e., whether 
-the Jews would prove desirous and capable of creating, in every sense of the 
‘word, a National Home. At the same time it is to be doubted what would 
hhave been the consequence of a clear statement in 1922. In the. very 
paragraph in which the Churchill White Paper declared that it had no 
intention of imposing Jewish nationality on the country, it paid the warmest 
tribute to the actual work done by the Jews : 

** During the last two or three generations the Jews have recreated in 
Palestine a community, now numbering 80,000, of whom about one- 
fourth are farmers or workers upon the land. This community has its 
own political organs ; an elected assembly for the direction of its domestic 
concerns ; elected councils in the towns ; and an organisation for the 
control of its schools. It has its elected Chief Rabbinate and Rabbinical 
Council for the direction of its religious affairs. Its business is con- 
«ducted in Hebrew as a vernacular language, and a Hebrew press serves 
its needs. It has its distinctive intellectual life and displays considerable 
‘economic activity. ‘This community, then, with its town and country 
; population, its political, religious and social organisations, its own 
language, its own customs, its own life, has in fact ‘ national’ charac- 
‘teristics. When it is asked what is meant by the development of the Jew- 
ish National Home in Palestine, it may be answered that it is not the 
imposition of a Jewish nationality upon the inhabitants of Palestine as a 
whole, but the further development of the existing Jewish community, 
with the assistance of Jews in other parts of the world, in order that it 
may become a centre in which the Jewish people as a whole may take, on 

pe a of religion and race, an interest and a pride.” 


“What chance would a community of 80,000 have stood, if the Arabs had 
‘been clearly told to see in them the nucleus of their future masters ? 
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IX. 


The Administration of Palestine was probably the most difficult adminis- 
tration ever undertaken by one people for another. Even without this basic 
Jack of clarity, it possessed every feature which tends to make government 
difficult. It was not the natural focus of loyalty for either of its two groups 
of subjects. For the Jews naturally looked to the Zionist Organisation, and 
the Arabs to their Arab equivalent ; and each of these two was partly. Pales- 
tinian and partly foreign. The actual government in Palestine was not 
sovereign but received its instructions from the Colonial Office ; and from 
the British Parliament. But the British in their turn were not sovereign, 
for they held Palestine as a Mandate from the Council of the League, and were 
answerable to the League’s Mandates Commission. Finally the needs of its 
two groups of subjects were entirely different, as was their level of civilisa- 
tion. It was a case of driving together two horses,.an Arab one which did 
not particularly want to start, and.a Jewish one which could not be stopped. 
Nor did it help that in addition they had officially to pretend it was only 


one horse, a Palestinian one. The real miracle is that the period did not 
end in irretrievable disaster. | 


X. 


To-morrow we shall be faced with definite decisions about the future of 
Palestine, and we have two choices before us : either to accept the idea that 
the Palestinian situation is a normal situation of a majority and minority 
in conflict, and, therefore, attempt a permanent solution along the lines which 
have been followed from 1922 to 1939, or tore-examine the basis of the Balfour 
Declaration and the Mandate and decide whether the statesmen of those 
days were right in their conviction that the request of the Jews was justified. 
At least we can now fill in gaps of the picture, which they had to leave as 
question marks. We have enough evidence to judge whether, after twenty . 


years, the Jews have shown their capacity as well as their desire to build a 
National Home. 


) If we follow the first line, we are faced with the alternatives of accepting 
in toto, or making suitable amendments to, the White Paper of 1939. That 
envisaged rapid development of self-governing institutions under Manda- 
tory supervision more or less on the basis of stabilising the population figures 
at one-third Jewish and two-thirds Arab. To be realistic to-day we have to 
admit that the qualification introduced by Malcolm MacDonald into the 
scheme, that further Jewish immigration could be permitted if it were 
sanctioned by the Arabs, is not at all likely to be fulfilled. Whatever safe- 
guards may ‘be introduced on paper this scheme means that the dominant 

partner would be the Arabs, for not only would the latter be in a 


permanent 
majority in the country, but they would be backed by the other Arab States 
in any conflict with the Jews. 


Is it likely that, allowing the maximum possible for Arab goodwill, it 
would: be possible foreach e-acmsinal peamnership to suctecd ? Neither 
Arabs nor Jews have much experience of ; let alone 


of co-operating in governing each other. The diffe needs of the two 


peoples, the different urgencies of the day-to-day problems which they would 
have to meet, make it so improbable that it has to be ruled out from any prac- 
‘tical consideration. Different standards of living would accentuate the 
problem anyhow ; when it is the minority which has the higher standard it 
imposes an impossible strain. If this Arab-Jewish partnership failed, then 
it would mean either the entire abandonment by the world of any moral or 
‘other responsibility for the security of the National Home, or there would 
have to be a permanent Mandate, with periodic repetitions of the troubles 
of the past years. And to face a permanent Mandate on the present basis. 
is a thought to daunt the boldest. | : 


The alternative is to look at the matter again from the standpoint of those 
who drafted the Balfour Declaration, and those who incorporated it into the 
‘Mandate. The basis of their decision was that the Jewish connection with 
Palestine—or, to be accurate in the terms of 1917, with the southern portion 
of Syria—created one of those special cases in which a special solution was 
justifiable. Such cases, of all sorts and sizes, will doubtless happen else- 
where in the post-war settlement. They are something unusual, not some- 


thing unique. 


There are some people who are perfectly prepared to accept the idea of 
a Jewish National Home ; they are perfectly willing for the British to make 
sacrifices to achieve it. They would be prepared for the Jews to have some 
empty corner of the British Commonwealth ; but they violently object to 
a special solution being imposed on the population of that corner of the Arab 
world out of which Palestine was carved. This objection deserves to be met, 
and to be met with the frank avowal that from purely organisational and 
material standpoints their case is excellent. But, unfortunately, statesmen. 
have to deal ‘with human nature as it is, and facts have shown that Jews 
do in reality regard Palestine, “‘ the land of Israel,’”’ with an affection and a 


willingness to make sacrifices, with which they do not regard any other 
territory. : 


The U.S.S.R. placed at the disposal of the Jews of Russia the large and 
rich area of Biro Bidjan, together with far vaster sums than were easily 
available in Palestine. The Jewish Colonisation Association, also with an 
endowment far bigger than anything the Zionists could boast, possessed 
‘extensive lands in South America, and have been trying to colonise them 
for almost as long as the Zionists, and they have about 30,000 in their colonies, 
compared with the half million in Palestine. Moreover, in neither of these 
territories was there danger of any interference with their life or the fruits 
of their work. The Jews have in fact shown that attachment to Palestine 
which justifies them in saying that they regard it as their home., And before 
‘we condemn them, we might reflect on the experience of evacuation during 
the Blitz in London and our other cities. Did not our people show the 
same illogical and (from a bureaucratic standpoint) irritating consciousness 
that home was home and that other people’s homes, or institutions, whatever 
their material advantages, were not the same thing? And was not that 
obstinacy, in fact, part of the spirit which enabled us to survive in 1940 and 
1941? And a characteristic, estimable in others, does not become a fault 
when it is possessed by Jews. f | Tot : 
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The art of statesmanship is largely concerned with the ri 
the irtetional clement in aff loucslan qeeuie; aad thave te hoz : 
dealing with such situations. Se died ack tania & vedas do pele oen 
that it could not be universally applied ; in this case, that we cannot restore 
all peoples to the territoriessthey . also occupied two thousand years ago. 
Other peoples are not asking for this, and the Jews are. Other peoples are not 
homeless, and the Jews are. Nor is it possible always to demand that the 
needs of one group be met without inflicting an injustice on others. Few 
social or political changes take place without some loss to parties in themselves 
innocent. A statesman has to weigh relative needs, and see that as much 
good comes from as little dislocation as possible. And the British Cabinet, 
who drew up the Balfour Declaration, and the League representatives who 
accepted the text of the Mandate, can claim that they have done this. It was 
not the act of a band of biased or irresponsible idealists. 


XI. 


Jews to-day can show that there is a Jewish desire to go to Palestine. On 
that score there can no longer be any doubt. Apart from one brief period of 
slump, the Palestine Immigration authorities have never been able to issue 
certificates for more than a percentage—and a percentage getting smaller 
as the years went on—of those who desired to enter. Even before the 
calamity of the Nazi accession to power in Germany, there were groups of 
** pioneers ” training as agriculturists and artisans all over Europe, who were 
obliged to wait for years before they received their immigration certificates. 


In addition to the desire, time has shown a need which those who origin- 
ally drafted the Balfour Declaration could not possibly have anticipated. 
Before 1914 the New. World offered adequate possibilities of immigration 
for those who were content to seek their individual and family security. 
But the gates of the U.S.A. and of other countries were never widely opened 
after 1919. Thousands of would-be immigrants had no opportunity of 
escaping from their misery and unemployment in eastern Europe or else- 
where, unless they could obtain one of the much coveted certificates of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine. When the slump came in the ’30’s the thousands 
became tens of thousands. In. 1933 came Hitler, and yet another Jewry 
was faced with the need for emigration. To-day there are still tens of 
thousands of stateless Jews scattered through the world, in all continents, 
whose present refuge is but temporary, and who will need to find new 
permanent homes after the war. They may not all wish to go to Palestine, 
but thousands undoubtedly do so. Finally, there has been the bitterness, 
the cold and inhuman persecution, and then the mass murder of these last 
years. Noman knows how many Jews will still be found in Europe when the 
Nazis are Shelia Ghedvens niche cain clos lanidte they bro destroyed. But many 
observers believe that those who have survived will have an overmastering 
longing to turn their backs for ever on scenes which will have become 
hateful to them, and that it will be intolerable for them to live among neigh- 


bours who stood by and saw them harried and despoiled, who have profited | 


froas thisie eal, wae beve evte: shaved i tie smarteee of the 5.5. ys geome 
Polish Death Camps. | 
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The world is likely to need to find homes for many thousands of Jews: 
after the war, and those who need these homes will usually be wholly 
dependent on outside help. They will have no 4 org of their own to 
bring. Many will be physically and mentally in need of healing. All will 
have an overmastering desire for security. Thgse who are not prepared to 
' see the National Home in Palestine expanded to the utmost to meet these 
needs must at least provide some alternative, and they must realise that the 
cost in money, equipment and time will be far higher in any new place of 
settlement which might be proposed, than they would be in Palestine where 
the newcomers would be grafted into an existing and elastic economy. 
Moreover a new settlement could for many years take only the young and. 
strong. In the National Home it would be possible to support those whose 
health has been shattered by their experiences, or who are too old to start 
life afresh in an absolutely strange environment. : 


The flow of immigration into Palestine after 1933 provided a new test 
for the National Home. Many came then who did not come from con- 
viction. They came because they had nowhere else to go. Up to that time 
it was more or less true to say that those who went to Palestine went because 
of their belief in the Zionist ideal. They may not have been enthusiasts, 
but they were not opponents. Especially among those who came from. 
Germany many had no love for Zionism. They regarded their “ stay ” in 
Palestine as a temporary misfortune. Only slowly did they come to realise 
that there was no going back for them. But the country gradually absorbed 
them. Its economy was sufficiently elastic to enable them to find work 
~ Bal more slowly, its spirit also proved sufficiently elastic to find a place 
or them. 


There is the desire ; there is the need. The last question is whether 
there is the capacity ? Has the National Home justified itself as a National 
Home? What may be the precise connotation of the word “ national ”’ 
after the war we cannot yet foresee. It is to be hoped that it will no longer 
comport for small or large nations the death-dealing myth of “ sovereign. 
independence.” But it should at least mean complete internal autonomy, 
in the political, economic and social, as well as the cultural, field. The 
gen then is, have the Jews in the National Home shown such capacity 
or responsible self-government that they should be allowed that measure 
of autonomy and freedom to which any other people is entitled ? 


The answer is that any standard which condemned the National Home 
would also condemn a large proportion of the other nations of the world. 
The Jews in Palestine have shown an astonishing capacity to build up an 
extremely interesting half planned, half free economy; as citizens they 
have shown themselves alive and independent. Beneath the surface of 
constant and violent controversies, they have shown, a basic stability of char- 
acter which is a good omen for the future. It has to be admitted from any 


point of view that the experience of the twenty years of the Mandate was often. 


_ disappointing for them. They may have been wrong in some of their hopes 
and expectations; but it is impossible to complain of their behaviour— 
especially if it be judged by contemporary standards. Though the war 
caught them at a moment when they felt themselves most deeply: injured 
by the decisions of the British Parliament and Colonial Office, they accepted 
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at once the rightness of the action of their leader, Dr; Weizmann, in placi 
the resources of the National Home unhesitatingly at the service « f Great. 
Britain and the United Nations, and in postponing all the controversial. 
issues between them until after the war-was won. Nor did Jewish action. 
stop at this point. A large proportion of the available man and woman power : 
volunteered for any kind of national service which might be required of 
them. To-day almost thirty thousand are serving i armies, navies and 
air forces of our Middle Eastern Front. They went. all through the African. 
campaign, through Sicily and are fighting in Italy. In the Home itself 
industry was at once geared to meet the needs of the Middle Eastern Su ly 
Board, and within the capacity of the equipment available innumerab 
articles were produced which would otherwise have had to be transpo d 
in valuable shipping space from Britain or America. Even such tragedi 
as the Patria and Struma (two ships which sank, one in Haifa tarione 
arid one ity the Bosphorus with “ illegal ”’ immigrants on board) did not 
cause the war effort to slacken off. The Jewish people is our “ nameless 
ally” in this war. Something like a million are fighting in all the armies. 
and on all the fronts. This is too often forgotten when men speak of Black 


Marketeers at home, or the Press gives space to individual incidents of 
terrorism in Palestine. 


Going further back it is possible to say that they showed remarkable 
Pg self-control during the various periods of violence. Acts of 
retaliation on the Arabs were extremely few, and the initiative for rebuilding 
local relations when the troubles were temporarily over usually came from 
the Jewish side. Even to-day, when there is 4 feeling of tragic frustration. 


running right through Jewish life, the acts of undisciplined violence are nts 
not more, than one would expect. 


Of course, it is impossible to give evidence of their capacity for actual 
executive government, for they have, as was said earlier, no political element: 
in their tradition, and they have not yet had the. ultimate responsibility for 
their actions in the National Home. But, in so far as their responsibility 
has gone, they have not shown themselves incapable. 


The decisions of 1917 and 1923 were that there was a case for regarding. 
the Jewish connection with Palestine as sufficiently exceptional to justify 
the British Government and the League of Nations in “ viewing with f¢ 
the establishment of a Natiofial Home in Palestine for the Jewish Pook. “g 
This decision has been amply justified by events. a eo 
not able to say whether the response would justify the transformation of 
Palestine into a Jewish commonwealth. To-day we have the par ne to. 
justify us in taking that second step also. 


XII. 


Such an action would, of course, not solve all problems. But this does 
not condemn it, for there is no solution yet propounded which would secure 
such a miraculous result. if chest wuss anton 6. toes Ci 
Palestine, there are three urgent questions to be decided: how large is 
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the ‘Conmmniacweatth sb ba? what | is to be the position of Arabs who desire to 
remain within it ? and what is to be its relation to the general pattern of the 


Middle East? It is an example of the political inexperience of Jewry that 


fat too little attention has been pafd to these questions by those who are 
asking for such a Commonwealth. There is little official or semi-official 
pronouncement on any of them. But that does not negative the view pre- 
viously expressed that the Jews of the National Home are as ripe for self- 

t as any other people. For the interesting point is that, where 


such subjects ate discussed, the average Jewish‘ author tends to ask for 


unrealistically little rather than imperialistically much. 


There are many Jews who would rather see the partition of the country 
than the continuation of the Mandate, and, indeed, if these were the only 
two alternatives it might well be the right one to choose. But it has not been 
found possible to draw any frontier across the country which (q) leaves a 

compact Jewish society one side and a compact Arab society the other ; 
(6) would be defensible in time of trouble ; (c) would avoid enclaves, pockets 
and other embarrassments. Partition is a pinchbeck solution, and in that it 
‘would leave the Arab Nationalist grievance exactly where it is to-day there 
is little to recommend a Jewish Commonwealth which has less than the 
whole of western Palestine. What of Transjordan,? It is largely dependent 
on western Palestine economically, and the desert provides the natural 
frontier. But, though some Zionist groups include Transjordan in their 
demands, the Zionist Organisation has not officially spoken on the subject. 
Certainly no extensive body of Jewish opinion is likely to demand it as a 
“* right.” But it is worth remembering that the outright purchase of a 


country is not unknown, not immoral and not unjust. The U.S.A. extended © 
its territories considerably at different stages of its development by purchase. — 


The second problem is that of the Arab population. At present it is 
very inflated by war work, and, as has already been explained, much of it 
is relatively recent. If there is an extensive development of oil in Saudi 
Arabia, and if there is a considerable though temporary slump in post-war 
employment in Palestine, and both of these are probable ; then it is possible 
that many Arabs would, of their own accord, be likely to move to the more 
favourable field of employment in the south. Much will also de pend on 
developments in Iraq and Syria, for all the Arab countries suffer from 


under- rather than over-population. The interesting point is that, though 


compulsory transfer seems to many non-Jewish students of the subject a 
reasonable and justifiable method of dealing with the problem, it meets with 


very little response from Jews. They are extremely sensitive to the idea 


of securing their own future by the compulsory expropriation of others, 
and prefer trusting to possibly over-optimistic estimates of the capacity 
of the country to hold both populations. This may be idealistic, but it is 
not a contemptible or selfish attitude. . It is certainly true to say that there 
48 no comparison between the probable fate of the Arabs in a Jewish con- 
trolled Palestine, and the certain fate of the Jews in one controlled by the 
Arabs.. While Jewish ideas are, then, somewhat vague, it is certain that 
the spirit in which they approach the subject:is one of recognition that, if 
they do secure what they believe has, in spirit, been already promised them, 


they must be extremely scrupulous in avoiding any unnecessary scabies 4 


on the part of the es ewish population. 
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Finally, there is the question of the “ international ” status of Palestine. 
There are many Jews who hanker after the entrance of the Jewish Common- — 
wealth as a Dominion into the-British Cornmonwealth, is dae 
obvious advantages in such a course. But there are also isadva 
Nobody can pretend that the early years of such a Commonwealth in the 
midst of the jealousies and complexities of the Middle Rastern situation 
are likely to be easy. And if there is also suspicion of British power politics 
in the atea, then the Jewish Commonwealth would be wiser to steer clear of 
too close a British connection, and establish its real autonomy of policy in 
the region. The most fatal thing in the world would be for it to be possible 
to present it as merely a pawn in the British power game, especially with the 


emergence of the U.S.S.R. in world politics, and the American oil projects 
in the Middle East in the offing. 


It can be of considerable value to the whole region as a pioneer in the 
agricultural and industrial development of a vast area. It is not a question 
of * “ exploitation,” but of the steady development of close commercial and 
other relations with the area which would be of equal benefit to all. And 


that would probably. mean entry in some form or other into the political 
structure of the Middle East. 


All these are questions to which we shall need answers in the near future. 
But we can scarcely expect answers in the present situation, when our official 
policy is the edmissian of only a few thousand immigrants, and then the 


fixing of the proportions of Jew to Arab in the territory, and a rapid wast 
ment to “ self-government ”’ on that proportional basis. 


* * * * * 


The problems of Palestine are not simple. The moral issues involved 
are far-reaching. But the need for a creative solution is urgent, and those 
who do not feel able to accept the thesis here put forward must at least find 
some alternative administration to a permanent-temporary Mandate, and 
some alternative home and security for the tens of thousands | of victims 
of Hitler’s mad hatred against the Jewish people. 


But it is not on these grounds alone that the creation of a Jewish Common- 
wealth is urged. Its true foundation is recognition that there is a Jewish 
civilisation among the civilisations of the world ; that in twenty years half 
a million Jews have shown their ability to recreate a home for that civilisation 
in Palestine ; and that the needs and possibilities of the Jewish people 


justify the world in giving them precedence in that corner of the wide 
territories of the Middle East. 


WILLIAMS, LEA & 6@., LTO., LONDON. 
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THE ABSORPTIVE CAPACITY 
OF PALESTINE 
By ABRAHAM REVUSKY 


S aresult of the present war and its bearing on Jewish 
A destiny, the question of Palestine’s capacity to take 

new settlers has gained in importance. Generally 
speaking, the absorptive capacity of a country depends 
mainly on two basic factors. One is the character of the 
country—its size, climate, fertility, communications and natural 
resources. The other is the character of the people who intend 
to settle there—their cultural level, creative abilities, and 
persistence in achieving their goal. 


It would be utterly wrong to estimate the absorptive 
capacity of a country on the basis of its natural characteristics 
alone, ignoring the character of its inhabitants and settlers. 
It may even be said that the human factor in the settlement of 


a country is more important than the purely geographical 


problems involved in its colonisation. History knows many 
instances in which capable and industrious people transformed 
seemingly poor regions into highly developed and prosperous 
countries. New England, for instance, with its meagre soil 
and lack of mineral resources never would have become one 
of the most prosperous regions in the world if not for the energy 
and resourcefulness of its Puritan settlers. 


On the other hand, there are instances of countries blessed 
by nature with exceptional possibilities but which sank into 
decay because of a population change that put these countries 
into the hands of undeveloped peoples. Such a country is 
Iraq, the ancient Mesopotamia, the “country between the 
rivers,” exceptionally fertile and suitable for large-scale 
irrigation. Whereas it was once inhabited by 15 to 20 million 
people, and took a leading part in world history, it now 
barely supports its less than four million Arab inhabitants, 


‘most of whom live in a state of extreme poverty and chronic 


undernourishment. 
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Ancient Culture and Present Decay 


Let us now apply this general rule to Palestine, predestined 
to become the Jewish National Home. There is no doubt that 
Palestine once had a much larger population than at present. 
According to the Roman-Jewish historian Josephus Flavius, 
Palestine, including Transjordan, had a population of 7 to 
8 millions shortly before the Roman conquest. Even if 
we fegard these figures as exaggerated, modern historians, 
weighing evidence from other sources, have reason to set 
Palestine’s ancient population much above the 1,900,000 
people now living within the historic frontiers of the Promised 
Land. The most conservative estimates of Palestine’s 
population at the time of the Second Temple are 3 to 4 million. 


The ability of ancient Palestine to feed such a compara- 
tively large population, occupied mainly in agricultural 
pursuits, was due to the good care taken of the land in Biblical 
times. According to historical and archeological evidence 
the plains of Palestine were then intensely cultivated. Even 
the slopes of the hills, through an extended system of man- 
made terraces, were covered by vineyards and orchards, or 
planted with cereal crops. Compared with this highly 
developed ancient civilisation most of Palestine is now in a 
state of utter neglect. The terraces and forests gone, the 
torrential winter*rains washed the upper soil and rocks into 
the valleys, and to this day most of the hills present a picture 
of nakedness and desolation. Similarly, the disappearance of 
ancient orchards near the coast facilitated the movement 
of sand dunes towards the interior. Rolling steadily to the 
east, they gradually stopped the course of the streams flowing 
from the hilly country to the Mediterranean. The result was 
the formation of large malaria-breeding swamps. 


Since the Jews began the modern resettlement of Palestine 
about 60 years ago, some of these swamps have been drained 
and a number of hills are again protected by terraces, but these 
improvements are not sufficiently extensive to change the 
character of the country as a whole. There is no doubt that 
as Jewish settlement continues, Palestine’s soil will gradually 
regain its former productiveness, and the country will once 
again be able to feed a much larger population than that which 
it maintains at present. 
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Significant Jewish Achievements 


npe.pes tential productivity of Palestine’s soil is proved not 
only by torical evidence, but by daily experience in our own 
time. Certain localities which were formerly considered 
useless from the agricultural point of view are now, after their 


acquisition and reclamation by the Jews, producin g excellent 
crops. 


Only 40 years ago most of the maritime plain between 
Tel-Aviv and Haifa looked like a sandy desert. It now con- 
tains some of the best citrus groves in the world. An agricul- 
tural family can in normal times exist there on a parcel of 
five to six acres of irrigated land. 


The valley of Esdraelon, known in Biblical times for its 
fertility and left to malaria and decay after the Arab conquest, 
again produces abundant cereals and tree crops. Its present 
population, predominantly Jewish, is about five times as large 
as it was before the beginning of modern Jewish settlement. 
When plans for bringing some of the upper Jordan water into — 
the valley of Esdraelon will be realised, its present relatively 
large agricultural population can be trebled. 


There is a small valley, named Huleh, in the northern part 
of Palestine. It contains altogether about 40 thousand acres 
of land, most of which is under water and covered by swamps 
A few years ago Jewish colonising agencies, under the leader. 
ship of the Jewish National Fund, acquired the «¢ 
for the development of this area, reputed to be the most 
unhealthy spot in Palestine. When the extensive work con- 
templated ty the Jewish concessionaires is complete 
valley of Huleh will become a richly productive area, where 
truck crops stimulated by abundant water and the warm sun 
will be harvested three and four times a year, yielding a liveli- 
hood to a considerable rural population. The Huleh con- 
cession provides not only for the colonisation of Jews on 
reclaimed soil, but for permanent settlement of the local Arab 
population. Roaming with their buffaloes in malaria-infested 
swamps, these Arabs now live in a state of poverty and disease. 
Given sufficient plots of irrigated land, they will attain a high 
level of prosperity and health. 
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Irrigation Possibilities 
About 10 years az0, American experts (Professor Strahorn 


and Mr. F. Julius Fohs), after an extensive study of Palestine’s 
itrigation facilities, reported that, outside of the Negev, a 
semi-arid and sparsely populated southern area of Palestine, at 
least 3,500,000 dunams can be fully irrigated from existing 
sources. My own study, based on the report of the Joint 
Palestine Survey Commission (1928), estimated the irrigable 
area in Palestine’s five largest plains (Maritime Plain, 
Esdraelon, Acre Plain, Jordan Valley, Huleh Valley) as 
4,144,800 dunams. Since the time that estimate was made, 
new and abundant sources of water have been found in the 
sub-soil of Palestine, and the prospect of bringing Jordan 
water to the Negev for irrigation purposes is now a generally 
accepted possibility. An estimate of 5,500,000 dunams as 
the irrigable area of Palestine must therefore now be con- 
sidered extremely conservative. Only 400,000 dunams are 
under irrigation to-day, and in terms of market value, they 
provide about 40 per cent. of Palestine’s total food production. 


The above examples and figures are sufficient to give a 
definite idea of the possibilities of Palestine’s agricultural 
expansion if Jews are given a free hand in developing the water 
resources of the country and intensively settling its under- 
developed areas. Such a land policy would open up oppor- 
tunities for settling hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
immigrants on the land, but there would be enough land to 
provide the Arab agriculturists of the country with irrigated 
farms, assuring them a better and more secure living than 
they can wrest from the present neglected soil. 


In our further calculation of Palestine’s absorptive capacity, 
we will limit ourselves to the area west of the Jordan, thus 
omitting from our study 37,740 square miles of Transjordan 
which was separated from the rest of Palestine by the British 
Government after the last war. The territory west of the 
Jordan: can absorb millions of Jewish settlers. As soon as 
5,000,000 of Palestine’s 26,319,400 dunams are brought under 
irrigation—and this is below the maximum of irrigable land— 
the farm population of Palestine, now amounting to about 
800,000, can be easily brought to over 2 million souls. Keep- 
ing our estimates conservative, we shall limit our expectations 
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to only one million agricultural settlers, thus leaving a margin 
for additional demands for land arising from the natural 
increase. of the present Jewish and Arab farm population. | 


Reclamation of the Hills 


While the prospects of increasing Palestine’s farm popula- 
tion are based mainly on irrigation, there are great possibilities. 
for increasing Palestine’s agricultural production by. more 
scientific grazing methods and by the reclamation of Palestine’s 
hill districts. Though not suited for irrigation, most of 
Palestine’s hilly areas receive enough rainfall to make possible 
the growth of forests and tree crops. These tree crops will 
improve Palestine’s food balance in various ways. For 
instance, olive trees, planted on a large scale, will be able to 
thrive on most of Palestine’s hills as soon as soil erosion is 
stopped. These will contribute to Palestine’s food production, 
both their fruits and the valuable oil extracted from them. 
Carob trees, too, are a valuable asset from the point of view 
of Palestine’s nutrition. Though their fruits are not important 


for human consumption, their pods offer concentrated and 
abundant food for milch cows and poultry. 


The cultivated area of Palestine now amounts to 7,500,000 
dunams, though only a small part of it—about 400,000 
dunams—is under irrigation. Opinions concerning the maxi- 
mum of cultivable land differ greatly. British experts, who 
considered as “cultivable” the lands that “ can be ‘brought 
into cultivation by the means of the average Arab peasant,” 
began with estimates of 12,500,000 dunams (the figure giver 
by the Director of Lands in 1925) and ended with an estimate’ 
of 8,044,000 dunams (the figure given by John Hope Simpson 
in 193 1). Jewish experts, on the other hand, consider as 
‘cultivable ”’ any land that can be reclaimed by modern 
agricultural methods and machinery ; they therefore’ estimate 
the cultivable area as at least 14, 000, 000 dunams. Some 
believe that it may be as much as 17 000 000 dunams. Expeéri- 
ence has demonstrated that in all cases where seemingly’ 
hopeless land was acquired by Jews the maximum estimate of 
Zionist experts was actually reached. 


It is therefore safe to state that in addition to ‘milli 
dunams of irrigable land there are large areas.on “the ne 
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ali in the hills which can be brought under cultivation. 

Such cultivation, though necessarily less extensive than that of 
irrigable land, will nevertheless markedly increase the absorp- 
tive capacity of Palestinian agriculture. 


Jewish experience with Palestinian colonisation has proved 
that::for every family settled on the land, four additional 
families: can be settled in towns and ‘villages, to live 
from industry, commerce, maritime trades, transportation, 
the professions, etc. We have shown, too, that Palestine’s 
soil is able to feed at least a million more farmers. Hence, 
it follows that other branches of human endeavour will be 
able to absorb 4 million additional immigrants. Thus the 
total absorptive capacity of Palestine, even within present 
mandate frontiers, can easily reach 5 millions. 


This general deduction. becomes further strengthened by 
reviewing other important branches of human endeavour 
and shows theit probable contribution to the absorptive 
capacity of Palestine. 
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The Industrialisation of Palestine 


;, At the beginning of Jewish settlement in Palestine, the 
opponents of Zionism used to argue that Palestine could not 
become an important industrial country because of its lack of 
iron and coal. Events have shown that this handicap was 
much.less. serious than it seemed to be. To be sure, without 
iron. and. coal, heavy metallurgical: industries like ‘those of 
Pittsburgh or Gary, Indiana, cannot be established. How- 
ever, the industrial future envisaged for Palestine is mainly 
based on light industries directly serving the consumers of the 
country and producing goods suited for export to the neigh- 
bouring Middle East States. Industries of this sort do not 
require large quantities of steel. Moreover, during the 
last. generation iron and steel have lost their former primary 
position in the production of machinery and other manu- 
factured products. Copper, nickel, aluminium, magnesium 
and all sorts of metal alloys are playing an increasingly 
important part in the industrial life of the world; some of 
these metals are found in Palestine ; others are accessible to 
it'on the same conditions as to other industrial countries. 
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Similarly, in 60 years since the beginning of Palestinian 
colonisation, important developments have taken place in the 
fuel and power situation of the world. Coal has ceased to be 
what it was at the end of the last century—an essential requite 
ment for industrial purposes. Fuel oil and hydro-electr 
power are becoming more and more important, Dot! 
these sources of energy are available in Palestine: ‘TI 
power which can be generated by the Jordan’s ‘drop from 
3,000 feet above to 1,300 feet below sea level is yet to be fully 
utilised and there is also the probability that the great difference 
in levels between the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea will 
likewise be utilised for a great hydro-electric development. - 
As for fuel oil, it is brought by pipeline in increasing quantities 
from the Iraq fields to the Palestinian harbour of Haifa where 
the line terminates. While the Iraq Petroleum Company now 
exploits its exclusive position to exact monopolistic prices in 
Palestine, this situation can be expected to change in the future. 
There is no valid reason why fuel oil in Haifa should be more 
expensive than in the American West. Reasonable Prices . for 
oil will put Palestine’s industry on a healthy competitive 


basis in the markets of the world. 


Mineral Resources 


The lack of iron and coal is, furthermore, enews doni- 
pensated for by the enormous quantity of useful minerals 
dissolved in the waters of the Dead Sea. These minerals— 
potash, bromine, magnesium, chlorine and common salt— 
are becoming progressively more important as basic materials 
in modern chemical industry. It has been estimated that. the 
value of the minerals in the waters of the Dead Sea exceeds 
the annual national income of the United States. | 


In addition to the resources of the Dead Sea, Palestine 
possesses sizeable deposits of sulphur and phosphates which 
enhance the country’s prospects of becoming an 
chemical centre. Since the most essential eco. Me of chemical 
fertilisers abound in its soil and waters, there is a real possibility . 
of providing Palestine’s agriculture with inexhaustible 7} 


* See Dr. Lowdermilk’s statement on p. 17. 
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ties of cheap fertilisers which would result in greatly increased 
farm production. Thus the mineral resources of Palestine, 
combined with its climate and irrigation facilities, will make 

| ble the production of food for domestic purposes and for 
export in quantities which would seem fantastic compared 
with the present a gricultural output of the country. 

__ Jews were the pioneers in the development of Palestine’s 
power resources and also in the extraction of minerals from the 
concentrated waters of the Dead Sea. Both developments 
are still in their initial stages. After the war Jewish energy, 
if. not hampered by artificial restrictions, will undoubtedly 
exploit Palestine’s mineral resources and power possibilities 
on a large'scale, and thus create a broader basis for a large and 
continuously expandin} g industry. 

Agricultural products, too, will extend that basis. Even 
now many Palestinian industrial establishments are engaged 
in processing the products of the country’s fields and orchards. 
Starting originally with flour mills, oil presses, and wine cellars 
Palestine’s agricultural industry now includes canning, the 
manufacture of drugs and essential oils, the extraction of 
vitamins, the production of jams, juices and other industrial 
food specialities. The manufacture of alcohol and sugar 
recently begun in the fertile valley of Esdraelon is a further 
example of an agriculturally based industry. With the increase 
in Palestine’s irrigated area, this kind of industrial activity 
will grow enormously. 


Local and Imported Raw Materials 


Experience, however, has shown that Palestine’s industry 
need not always depend upon locally produced raw materials. 
Due to its geographical position as the hub of three continents 
and in the immediate vicinity of the Suez Canal, the largest 
communication artery of the old World, Palestine has unlimited 
possibilities for obtaining raw materials from the rich countries 
of India and the Near East at prices not exceeding those paid 
in the large industrial centres of the United States and Europe. 
Palestine, has, therefore, great prospects of developing import- 
ant industries based on imported raw materials. It is particu- 
larly fitted for the development of those industries, based to 
a large extent on imported materials, which can be sold in. 
great part in foreign markets ; shipping costs in these cases 
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are of very minor importanceé in the calculation of prices. The 
cost of importing these raw materials will be offset by the 
export of articles manufactured from them. 

Palestine already possesses a sizeable number of industries 
of this type which have amply proved their vitality and stability 
under adverse conditions. Scepticism greeted their advent 
in almost every case. When, for instance, an American Jew 
established a factory for artificial teeth in a suburb of Tel Aviv 
about 20 years ago, people doubted his judgment, and argued 
that Palestine hardly required a sufficient number of artificial 
teeth to provide work for a comparatively large factory. Yet 
Palestine-made artificial teeth have not only captured the 
limited markets of the Near East, but are in great demand in 
Great Britain as well. 


Years later, the same scepticism met the enterprise of two 
Jewish experts from Germany who began to manufacture razor 
blades in Rishon le Zion, the oldest Jewish colony of Palestine. 
Those razor blades are made of hi gh quality Swedish steel, and 
over-conservative economists thought that because the raw 
material was imported the factory would not be able to com- 
pete with the European product. The razor blade factory 
has been most successful and the secret of this succéss is 
simple. The cost of steel is only an insignificant part of the 
total cost of a razor blade. The chief item in computing cost 
is labour. Hence, the difference in the cost of transporting 
Swedish steel plates to one country as against another is 
insignificant when calculations of the total cost of the blades 
are considered. 


A third example illustrating this general principle is the 
recent establishment of diamond grinding and polishing shops 
in Palestine. These were greatly expanded after the Hitler 
conquest of the Low Countries which were formerly the centre 
of that so largely Jewish industry. The diamond shops of 
Palestine now employ over 3,000 workers, and the industrial 
diamonds they cut are used in large quantities by American 
defence factories. © 


Jews as Builders of Industry 


The above examples prove that industrial articles, in the 
production of which labour costs are larger than the cost of 
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raw materials, can be produced in any place where cheap 
transportation is available and where able and diligent people 
are eager to work. Both conditions are met in Palestine. Its 
geographic position makes it a natural centre of industry 
and commerce, and the industrial experience and ability, 
the technical knowledge and—most important of all—the 
inexorable needs of Jewish immigrants, contribute to industrial 
progress. Everyone who has had an opportunity to meet 
these people and to see their eagerness to achieve success will 
not doubt that a large Jewish immigration will further enlarge 
Palestine industry. A Zionist leader once said, “‘ The Jewish 
immigrant arriving in Palestine carries absorptive capacity 
in his baggage.”’ There is much truth in this epigram. 

- Even now, in spite of many handicaps, Jewish industry 
in Palestine is achieving a high level of development. At the 
end of 1942, with a total investment of 90 million dollars, it 
employed about 55,000 workers. For a community of only 
550,000 people this is an imposing achievement. Palestinian 
industry has proved of great help to the Allied war effort in 
the East, providing the Allied Armies with cement, barbed 
wire, electrical batteries, clothing, boots, drugs, surgical 
instruments, and much other necessary equipment. 


When estimating the absorptive capacity of Palestine’s 
industry in the future, we must take into consideration the 
fact that in the course of its development it has had to over- 
come many difficulties, including a restricted local market and 
the lack of technical facilities, normal credit conditions and 
tariff protection. Given better political conditions, which, 
in this case, would mean more protection for local industry 
and equal rights for its products abroad, the development of 
Palestine’s industry should proceed at a much quicker pace. 

In contradistinction to agriculture, it is difficult to gauge 
the absorptive capacity of Palestine’s industry. We cannot 
conscientiously set any figure for the maximum number of 
Jews it could employ in the future. All impartial students of 
Palestine’s recent economic development are firmly convinced 
that its potentialities are great. Provided the future world 
is based on peaceful exchange of products and services among 
all the countries, Jewish energy and Jewish needs will make 
Palestine one of the most developed industrial centres of the 
world. | | 

12 


Maritime Trades 


Palestine’s leading economic planners emphasise the need 
for the establishment of a merchant marine which will be 
engaged mainly in traffic to and from Palestine. The lack of 
such a fleet has been one of the weakest points in Jewish 
economy. With a Jewish merchant marine to serve Palestine’s 
increasing foreign trade, thousands of additional families 
will be able to live on the earnings of those employed as 
sailors, shipbuilders, stevedores, and other maritime workers. 
Yt giving a great deal of attention to this important source 
of revenue, the Jews of Palestine may at some future date 
become an important factor in international maritime. trade 
outside of Palestine. When we remember that some European 
countries derive up to a third of their national income from 
shipping on the high seas, we can appreciate the great prospects. 
ee ne Palestine’s absorptive capacity cnOngA these 
channels 


Along with the evtabliskenent of a merchant marine and 
its concomitants, shipbuilding and harbour work, a con- 
siderable source of national income could be opened by 
greater development of the fishing trade. This would give 


opportunity for livelihood to thousands of new immigrants. 


Palestine as a Tourist Centre 


There are many other branches of economic activity which 
may serve to increase Palestine’s absorptive capacity after the 
present war. Palestine’s holy places have always. attracted 
great numbers of tourists. Its medical facilities give promise 
of attracting many visitors. _ The influx of outstanding medical 
specialists exiled from Hitler Germany, and the modern 
facilities for healing and research provided by Hadassah’s 
magnificent hospital in Jerusalem, are giving Palestine a 
growing reputation as a medical centre. The continuation of 
efforts in. the spheres of medicine and health and the further 
development of Palestine’s spas—the wells of Tiberias, of 
Gadarah, of Calliroe, and the Dead Sea—may make Palestine 
an important cure and recreation centre. Everyone who knows 
how beneficial such activities were for the economic life of 
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Germany and Czechoslovakia before the present war will not 
accuse us of exaggeration if we expect thousands of people to 
find employment as a result of the development of similar 
medical facilities in Palestine. 


Commerce, so important in the economic life of other 
Jewish communities, does not play an exceptionally large part 
in Jewish Palestine. This is due to the great stress laid by 
Palestine’s Jewish pioneers on agriculture, industry, extraction 
of minerals, and other primary and productive occupations. 
Jewish Palestine is proud—and rightly so—of the more normal 
distribution of trade and occupations among Jews after two 
generations of hard effort. But even while avoiding the stress 
on commerce characteristic of Jewish communities in the 
diaspora, Palestine must still, realistically thinking, expect a 
larger development of commerce in the future. The Jewish 
National Home is bound to become a great trading avenue 
between the under-developed countries of the East with their 
enormous wealth of raw materials, and the industrially de- 
veloped countries of Europe with their surplus of manufac- 
tured goods. Commerce of this sort which helps in the final 
analysis to develop civilisation and raise standards of living, 
offers Palestine of the future another great opportunity to 
increase its absorptive capacity for Jewish immigration. 


General Conclusions 


The above facts and analyses ought to convince those 
who have misgivings concerning the extent of Palestine’s 
absorptive capacity. While figures dealing with the future 
cannot be scientifically exact, we may safely conclude that 
on the basis of facts already established, our previous estimate 
of 5,000,000 new immigrants above the present Jewish and 
Arab population of Palestine should be accepted as conserva- 
tive. Even after 5,000,000 new immigrants enter Palestine 
its population density will be less than that of Belgium or 
Holland. If it had as many inhabitants per square mile as 
Belgium, its population could reach 8,500,000 rather than the 
present 1,600,000. There is no reason why eventually Pales- 
tine could not match Belgium’s density of population and 
even exceed it. True, Belgium possesses large deposits of 
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coal and iron which are lacking in Palestine. It does not, 
however, possess Palestine’s inexhaustible sources of minerals, 
and it cannot match its agricultural production. The geo- 
graphic location of Palestine in the vicinity of the Suez Canal 
may prove just as important an asset for its future development 
as the location of the Low Countries at the estuary of the 
Rhine, and on the approaches to the English Channel. 
Furthermore, the ability, devotion and energy of the Jewish 
people in Palestine are no mean factor in the equation. 


Post-War Possibilities 


While the above facts contain the answer to the general 
problem of Palestine’s absorptive capacity, its immediate 
ability to accept large numbers of Jewish immigrants after 
this war is another matter. While the limits of Palestine’s 
ultimate capacity are determined by the natural and human 
factors considered in our discussion, the possibility of accepting 
a large number of people immediately after the war is 
dependent entirely on great Jewish and international efforts. 
Should a large wave of Jewish immigration surge to Palestine 
immediately after the war, many immigrants will necessarily 
have to be temporarily employed in large public works before 
they are able to find a normal place in Palestine’s expanding 
economy. The electrification of the country, large irrigation 
works, drainage, highway building, and reclamation of the 
hills are important examples of such public projects. In 
themselves they will help to increase Palestine’s absorptive 
capacity. 

Such vast undertakings could not possibly be financed by 
the limited sums annually collected by the present Zionist 
agencies for the rebuilding of Palestine. All their means will 
have to be used for continuing their regular work. They will 
have to buy land, establish settlements, encourage industries, 
conduct vocational training, assist health activities, promote 
education, etc.—not allowing the slightest interruption to inter- 
fere with these highly important tasks. Indeed, these regular 
activities will have to be carried on at a far swifter pace. 


In other words, the mass immigration expected after this 
war will need extraordinary Jewish effort in addition to 
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United Nations’ assistance. The Jews will have to take the 
initiative. There is much reason to believe that even the 
immediate absorptive capacity of Palestine will exceed all 
present expectation. On the force of previous experience, 
we may trust that their new life in Palestine will make it 
possible for many seemingly broken immigrants to recuperate 
physically and discover creative powers in themselves. After 
they leave their temporary labour camps, they will enrich | 
the normal economy of Palestine with their work, knowledge 
and initiative. } 
Many times in Palestine’s recent history the plans and 
estimates of Zionist leaders seemed too cautious, measured 
against the creative force of incoming Jewish masses. Our 
conception of Palestine’s absorptive capacity has repeatedly 
had to be revised upwards because of achievements brought 
about by Jewish abilities and needs. There is no reason to 
doubt that this will be true after this war as well. 
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PALESTINE’S PROSPECTS AND 
THE JORDAN VALLEY PLAN 
By Dr. WALTER C. LOWDERMILK 


In 1938-39, I was asked to make a survey to see what we 
could find out in the Old World that would be of benefit to our 
conservation programme in the United States. In the course. 
of this study I travelled approximately eighteen thousand 
miles in the lands dominated or occupied primarily by the 
Arab peoples of the Near East, from North Africa through 
Egypt, Palestine, the Lebanon, and Mesopotamia. What 
I found was a general decline in all that region—the evidence 
of ruins of great cities in the midst of poverty-stricken and 
wasted lands, under-used lands, misused lands, under- 
populated lands. 


I am going to discuss just three areas : the first is Meso- 
potamia, which according to archeologists once supported 
a population of thirty million people. At the present time 
there are fewer than four million people there. As we stood 
amid the ruins of ancient Babylon in the midst of salty desola- 
tion, the only living thing we saw was a wolf, loping along to 
its lair in the ruins of one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world, the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, where air-condition- 
ing was in use 2,600 years ago. 


We found the beautiful broad expanse of the country 
lifeless, with the old irrigation canals all silted up. But the 
waters of the Tigris and the Euphrates still flow as they did 
in times past, for there has been no adverse change in climate. 
By the construction of up-to-date irrigation systems it is 
possible to irrigate a much greater area than in ancient times. 
According to a great British engineer, Willcocks,- Mesopo- 
tamia can support some fifty millions of people, at least 
ten times its present population. 


When I was invited to be present at the opening of Kut 
Barrage on the Tigris River to irrigate some 500,000 acres, 
I commended the Minister of Agriculture, a California- 
trained Iraqi, for this wonderful project and suggested that 
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others of the same type should be initiated, since there was so 
much more land to be irrigated. He said, ‘No, we do not 
have nearly enough farmers to make use of the water that 
can be had from this diversion.” At the present time Iraq 
is one of the greatest potential irrigation projects of the 
world ; underpopulated, ready for great population and great 
development which would restore prosperity in a measure 
equal to, and even greater than, that which it had in the past. 


In northern Syria, too, we found evidences of decline, 
evidences of wasting of the soil, which to a conservationist is 
a tragic thing. Great~C@hristian churches were built here, 
great cathedrals, all in ruins now. In the Christian Republic 
of Lebanon one of my tasks was to find out the location of 
the Biblical Cedars of Lebanon, the boundaries of that forest 
and what had become of it. We found remnants of the 
forest. But inside the Tripoli grove were great “‘ wolf trees ”’ 
in the terms of the forester, which had grown up separately 
in the open, and around them, dense trees with straight stems 
which could make us understand why Solomon wanted these 
. cedars of Lebanon for the construction of his Temple. The 

reason for the growth of these trees was the fact that they 
were surrounded by the wall of a little church built some 
three hundred years ago. This wall had kept out goats that 
eat everything into the ground. This is proof that the barren 
slopes may once again be covered by great cedars if only 
misuse of land and the destruction and overrunning of the 
country by the goats of the nomads are prevented. 


In the Midst of Decline 


When we came from the Lebanon into Palestine for a four 
months’ study of the Holy Land, we found a general state of 
decline, a breakdown of the type of agriculture which in times 
past had been developed to a point of high refinement in the 
conservation of soil and water. All those measures had 
broken down as a result of the invasion of the land in the 
seventh century by hordes out of the desert with their herds. 
Nomadic Arabs dispersed the population, destroyed great 
numbers and gradually overran the terraced slopes with their 
herds, breaking down the terraces. Erosion began to work. 
and the soil was washed off into the valleys to form malarial 
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marshes. Where there had once been many populous villages, 
there are now very few. : 


In the midst of this decline, misuse and underpopulation 
we found something new under the sun in about three hundred 
Jewish agricultural villages scientifically restoring these 
damaged lands to a high state of productivity. In these 
villages I found a love of the land that we in America need 
if we are to save our own soil from destruction. The Jewish 
settlers are pioneering as did our pioneers in America, but 
they face difficulties greater than those which confronted the 
early Americans. They enter upon a land that has been 
badly used. In marshy and malarial lowlands they have to 
dig drainage ditches so as to remove the dangers of malaria. 
On slopes that were apparently washed bare of soil, they have 
stubbornly planted shade trees and fruit trees. The trees 
flourish, for they take root in the soil-filled crevices and fissures 
of Palestine’s limestone rock. Hundreds of thousands, 
millions of trees have been planted in Palestine on barren 
rocky hills, demonstrating how these high lands can be 
restored. , | 


These agricultural colonies were a great inspiration to me. 
Occupying only 6 per cent. of the total area of Palestine and 
about 14 per cent. of the cultivated land, they are great 
experimental plots, demonstration areas that show what can 
be done in the land of Palestine, but more than that, in the 
whole Near East. Palestine may become a demonstration of 
how the lands of the Near East may be brought back to 
prosperity, and that I think is one of the most significant 
things in this entire Jewish resettlement movement. 


Jordan Valley Authority 


Furthermore the region of the Jordan Valley offers. an 
opportunity for the construction of one of the most striking 
and unique power and irrigation projects in the world. I 
propose the name Jordan Valley Authority, patterned on the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, of the United States, to include 
all of the drainage of the Jordan River and the maritime 
slope of Palestine. 
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As is known, the Dead Sea lies in a trough 1,300 ft. below 
sea-level. As I flew over Palestine it occurred to me that 
the waters of the Mediterranean could be drawn in to 
produce a great power project, using the Dead Sea as a huge 
evaporation pan. It would first be necessary to take out the 
sweet waters of the Jordan and its tributaries and use them for 
irrigation. This is quite a simple engineering problem. Then 
the Mediterranean waters would be conducted into the 
Dead Sea through a canal and tunnel. Hydroelectric power 
plants, taking advantage of the great difference in levels 
involved, would be built on the way, and together with 
additional amounts of power generated by other developments 
in connection with irrigation, could yield electrical energy 
equivalent to one-fifth that generated by Boulder Dam and 
sufficient to make this section of the world a great industrial 
area. 


Now, this Jordan Valley Authority project cannot be 
carried out without bringing in man-power. The best source 
of that man-power is certainly the Jews of Europe, who have 
already demonstrated not only a capacity for sacrificial 
devotion to the land, but technical ability, and the adaptation 
of social organisation to the needs of the land. They have 
proved their ability to execute this project and thereby to set 
an example for the whole Near East in the restoration of wasted 
and unused lands. They would be demonstrating to the world 
the working of the principles of conservation, so necessary 
for the solution of age-old problems confronting us. 


How Much Room for Newcomers 


How much room for newcomers will there be in Palestine 
when it is developed by the Jordan Valley Authority? The 
term economic absorption has been used to set an upper 
limit for immigration into Palestine. What precisely is 
economic absorption? The answer to this question takes 
us back to the basic structure of a civilised society. The 
carrying capacity of the earth for a human population is in 
the final reckoning as simple as the carrying capacity of the 
range for cattle ; it is measured by the production of food. 
But in the case of human populations, transportation and 
exchange of food make it possible to concentrate people in 
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cities beyond the food production capacity if that country 
has goods and services which other countries are willing to 
accept for their food export. Thus Britain, the first country 
to be industrialised, now supports 40,000,000 people—four 
times as many as at the beginning of the nineteenth century— 
though it grows only half the food required by this increased 
population. 


The upper limit of the economic absorptive capacity of 
a geographic area depends on many factors. Among these 
are (1) the inherent fertility of the land base, (2) easy access 
to adequate raw materials, (3) suitable means for developing 
power, (4) access to near-by and safe food supplies, (5) the 
genius and skill of the people themselves. In the case of 
Palestine, what—on the basis of the still incomplete data at 
our command—are the answers to these five questions ? 


First, as to the inherent fertility of the land base, the 
geologic structure, geographic setting and climate of this 
small corner of the Near East have combined to make it 
unusually productive. In climate, natural vegetation and 
physiographic features, Palestine is very like California, 
except for Palestine’s added advantages of great limestone 
springs and better soils. The Holy Land was beautifully 
farmed and conserved for more than a thousand years, then 
for the last thousand years was allowed to fall into misuse 
and ruin. Soils washed from eroding slopes had choked 
stream channels across the coastal plain, causing malaria- 
infested marshes to form. Grazing of sandy lands into 
the ground along the coast released sand dunes that moved 
inland. But when intelligent measures of conservation, 
sand dune fixation, drainage of swamps, restoration of terraces 
and replanting of rocky hills, are carried out, surprising and 
gratifying results take place, as Jewish efforts during the 
last sixty years have proved. 


The second factor in setting economic absorptive capacity 
is, as we have said, access to ample raw materials. Over and 
above the vast supply of minerals in the Dead Sea, Palestine 
can easily import necessary materials because of its strategic 
location on the sea lanes and rail lines connecting three 
continents. The cheap power necessary for modern industry 
will be provided by the Jordan Valley Authority, while access 
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to near-by food supplies supplementary to Palestine’s own 
can be supplied by Iraq, which is only a few hundred miles 
away and which can once again become the granary of the 
Middle East. That Jewish settlers have the genius and skill 
to make the most of the unique features and resources of 
Palestine has been clearly proved by their previous accom- 
plishments in the redemption of the Promised Land. 


It is clear on the whole that full utilisation of the Jordan 
Valley depression for reclamation and power will in time make 
possible the absorption of at least four million Jewish 
immigrants in addition to the 1,800,000 Arabs and Jews 
already in Palestine and Trans-Jordan. The plan for a 
Jordan Valley Authority is feasible and practicable ; it is the 
answer to the longings and prayers of a homeless people 
through the centuries ; it is the solution to one of the most 
trying and serious problems of war and post-war refugees 
confronting the United Nations. 
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Progress of Palestine since World War I 


JEWISH AND GENERAL POPULATION 


Year General Jewish Percentage 
1919 me yi i 700,000 58,000 8.3 
1922 i - és 757,182 83,794 11.1 
1931 . ae 1,035,141 174,610 16.9 
1941 os “ ia 1,556,922 520,000 33.4 
1943 ‘a 53 iS 1,680,000 533,000 32.9 


GROWTH OF JEWISH AGRICULTURE 


Year Number of No. of Land Area 

Settlements Inhabitants (Dunams) 
1914 Ps ae i 43 12,000 400,000 
1922 es ve es 73 15,000 600,000 
1933 3 5 ek 135 52,000 1,260,000 
1942 7 ay oe 265 146,000 — 1,594,000 


PROGRESS OF JEWISH INDUSTRY 


No. of No. of Annual 
Year Enterprises | Employees Production 
1929 ag oe a 2,475 10,968 LP.2,510,000 
1933 o oe wy 3,386 19,510 5,329,000 
1937 i a ‘i 5,606 30,040 9,109,000 
1942 y ‘4 3 6,600 56,000 20,500,000 


DEVELOPMENT OF HEBREW EDUCATION 


Year No. of Schools No. of Pupils 


1920-21 as es <3 5 137 12,830 
1933-34 ve ne py * 295 27,728 
1941-42 v4 * ro ty 437 62,807 
1943-44 és - <s me 792 90,710 


RESULTS OF HEALTH WORK 


Death Rate Infant Mortality 
(per 1,000 population) (per 1,000 live births) 
Year Jews Arabs (Moslems) Jews Arabs (Moslems) 
1927 ne ge ee 30.2 116 217 
1935 a3 a 8.6 6 Be 64 148 
1939 sg ey 7.6 17.4 54 122 
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Brigadier Benjamin, the Commander, inspecting first all-Jewish Army Brigade in British Army. 


Over a million Jews fought in the armies of the United Nations. Six. millions | 
were put to death by Hitler and his satellites. The survivors are still waiting for 
justice and a settlement that will assure them a place as a free people in the. ae 
family of nations. In the forefront of the struggle for this settlement is the 
Jewish community of Palestine, small but vigorous, steeled in a pioneering effort | 
of three generations. : 
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This pamphlet, in no way a full account of the military contribution of — : 
Jewish Palestine in this war, tells something of the way in which Jewish men : : 
and women from Palestine sought to play their part in the Forces. It may, 4 
incidentally, convey something of that spirit which animates Jews when reunited | 
with their ancestral soil and qualifies them for leadership in the struggle for a Shc en 
large-scale Jewish immigration into Palestine and for a Jewish State. 
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‘They Fought 


~ in the last War 


Ever since the Jewish people, in dim antiquity, 
entered the Promised Land, they fought 
tenaciously to hold on to it. It took the Roman 
Empire five years to crush the Jews of Palestine. 
In the. Dispersion Jews have fought as loyal 
citizens of the countries of their adoption. Not 
infrequently they had to take up’ arms against 
one another. It was as a challenge to this tragic 
fate of a scattered people that Zionism called for 
a Jewish Fighting Force, in the last war as during 
the present struggle. 


In the British Empire in the last war, out of a 
total of 340,000 Jews, some 60,000 fought in 
Europe, Africa and Asia. Giving these figures, 
the Right Hon. Winston Churchill shortly after 
the last war stated: “I can truthfully say that 
this record is a great one, and British Jews can 


look back with pride on the honourable part 
they played in winning the Great War.” But it 
was left to a small group of Zionists to assert the 
idea that Jews should go into battle as Jews, 
fighting for the liberation of Palestine as the 
Jewish homeland. | 


Fighting at 
Gallipoli 


The beginnings were small. It was after 
12,000 Jews had been expelled from Palestine to 
Egypt by the Turkish authorities that General 
Maxwell, G.O.C. in Egypt, was approached with 
a proposal for the formation of.a Jewish Legion 
to help in the liberation of Palestine. He could 
not, under the provisions of the Army Act, enrol 
them as fighting troops, but he was prepared to 


Jewish volunteers marching past the offices of the Jewish National Institutions 
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send them to Gallipoli as mule-drivers. Thus, 
early in 1915, the Zion Mule Corps was born, 
composed of 700 Jews out of a multitude of 
volunteers. It was commanded by Lieut.-Colonel 
J. H. Patterson, and his second-in-command was 
Captain Joseph Trumpeldor, a former officer in 
the Russian Army, who went to Palestine in 1912 
to work on the land and fell in 1920 defending 
an outpost of Jewish agriculture in Upper 
Galilee. : 


Jewish Battalions 
for Palestine 


Disbanded at the close of the Dardanelles 
Expedition, 150 of the Corps’ ranks were posted 
to the 20th London Regiment, forming the 
nucleus for the Jewish Regiment. It consisted 
of five over-strength battalions of the Royal 


Fusiliers, who had their share in the fighting and 


the garrisoning of Palestine from 1917 until a 
year or more after the Armistice. 


Thus, in the last war, after much delay, the 


principle was at long last laid down that it was ° 


right for Jews to fight as Jews in Jewish units 
for a Jewish cause. The first battalion, the 38th, 
which was formed in London, and was com- 
manded by Colonel Patterson, owed its exist- 
ence, as did the Zion Mule Corps, to the 
initiative of the late Vladimir Jabotinsky. The 
War Office decision to send this Battalion to the 
Palestine front stimulated further recruiting of 
volunteers in England, and soon the 39th Batta- 
lion, Royal Fusiliers, under the command of the 
late Lieut.-Colonel Eliezer Margolin, D.S.O., was 
formed. At the same time, in America, com- 
plementing the efforts in England, a movement 
had been started for the enlistment of Jewish 
volunteers into the British Army to fight for 
Palestine. It was before America’s entry into 
the war, and a year or more before the Balfour 
Declaration was published. Behind this move- 
ment stood the late Mr. P. Rutenberg, as well as 
Mr. I. Ben-Zvi, to-day President of the National 
Council of Palestine Jews, and Mr. D. Ben- 
Gurion, at present Chairman of the Executive of 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine. The Balfour 
Declaration in November, 1917, fired the enthu- 
siasm of Jews in the United States, and when 
permission was received from London for the 
recruiting of Jews, thousands flocked to the 


- British colours. 


Capt. Joseph Trumpeldor. 


Not less remarkable was the volunteering in 
Palestine itself. Not all of Palestine had been 
liberated by Allenby’s Army when Jews in that 
country began urging their claim to be permitted 
to fight in the British Forces. In the Jaffa 
district ten per cent. of the entire Jewish popula- 
tion joined up; and as soon as Samaria and 
Galilee fell to the British, young Jews from the 
liberated areas followed their example. | 

Altogether the Jewish battalions numbered 
9.500 men, and of these the 38th and the 39th. 
were at the Palestine front in time to take part 
in Allenby’s final push and in the conquest of 
Transjordan. These two. battalions were part 
of ‘‘ Chaytor’s Force,” and their exploits west 
of the Jordan between September 19th and 
October 31st, 1918; were officially recorded by 
Allenby in his brief record of the advance of the 
Egyptian Expeditionary Forces. 


A new recruit has been accepted inside the recruiting office of the Jewish Agency. 


World War II 


The Second World War found Israel in the 
Land of Israel in a much stronger position than 
a quarter of a century ago. Since the Balfour 
Declaration and the Palestine Mandate gave 
international recognition to the right of Return, 
some 400,000 Jews have settled in Palestine, 
despite many obstacles placed in their way. 
Jewish soldiers and specifically Jewish units have 
taken part in military campaigns throughout the 
Middle East and beyond. They fought in 
Abyssinia and Eritrea, in Syria and Iraq, in 
Libya and Tunis, in Greece and Italy. About a 
million Jews in the various armies of the United 
Nations were now engaged in fighting this war, 
but only Palestine Jews could claim to be repre- 


sented by a Jewish force on the field of battle. 
This demand was voiced persistently throughout 
the war, yet five years elapsed before it was 
fulfilled. Meantime, some 30,000 Palestinian 
Jews out of a community of 600,000 volunteered 
for service (on the scale of Great Britain this 
would mean the voluntary enlistment of 
2,700,000), and it was from their number, in the 
main, that the Jewish Brigade was raised at the 
end of 1944. 

Thus, the Jews of Palestine were not content 
to play the part of passive onlookers, or “ co- 
belligerents,” in the struggle against barbarism. 
De facto, if not de jure, they became a fighting ally 
in World War II. 


Hebrew recruiting 
posters called Palestine 
Jews to arms 
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on the Side of the Democracie 


On August 29th, 1939, Dr. Chaim Weizmann, _ that “ the Jews stand by Great Britain and will 
President of the World Zionist Organisation and fight on the side of the democracies.” Short 
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, wrote to Mr. afterwards the Jewish Agency, in co-operation 
Chamberlain, then Prime Minister, declaring with the National Council of Palestine Jews, 


Sixth Jewish Company of the Buffs with anti-aircraft gun. 


J. upernumerary Police. marching through the streets of Tel Aviv on Battalion Day 
(27th September, 1942). 


arranged for the registration in Palestine of 
Jewish volunteers for national service, for in 
Palestine, a mandated territory, there could be 
no conscription. Out of a Jewish community 
at the time of less than half a million, 85,781 
men and 50,262 women came forward. A 


Jewish Division “‘ to be recruited in Palestine and 


elsewhere for service with the British Forces in 
the present war wherever required’ was then 
offered by Dr. Weizmann to the Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff. In October, 1940, the 
Jewish Agency was informed that it would be 
authorised to recruit 10,000 Jews for Jewish units 
in the British Army, of whom 3,000 were to be 
drawn from Palestine. A Brigadier was ap- 
pointed liaison between the War Office and the 
Jewish Agency. A commanding officer for the 
Jewish Fighting Force was chosen in agreement 
with the Jewish Agency. 

Some months elapsed until in March, 1941, 
the Jewish Agency was informed that, owing to 
lack of equipment, the formation of the Force 
would be deferred for six months at the longest. 

When the six months were out a further 
postponement was signified, and eventually 
the wholescheme was shelved. — 


Jewish Palestine Responds 

to the Call 

The Jews of Palestine, however, did not wait 
for the conclusion of negotiations. The enthu- 


-siasm of Jewish youth was sustained despite the 


initial policy on the part of the authorities of 
using Jewish man-power in driblets and of 
discouraging every manifestation of Jewish 
national identity. As the threat to the Middle 
East grew, and the danger from disloyal elements 
in that area became apparent, the case for 
utilising Jewish Palestine seemed unanswerable. 

At first the Army authorities asked for 
Pioneers, and there was some resentment among 
Jewish youth at being relegated to “ non- 
combatant ’’ units. But as the choice lay between 
fighting as Pioneers or not fighting at all, many 
joined up. 

It took some effort and persuasion on the part 
of the Jewish Agency to convert the Pioneers 
into technical troops and infantry. The technical 
units—R.A.S.C., R.E., R.A.O.C., R.E.M.E., 
R.C.S. (many of them were in the Italian cam- 
paign) won for themselves a high reputation. 
Many of these units—particularly the R.A.S.C.— 
saw a good deal of fighting and worked under 


bombing and shellfire. The infantry was at first 
attached to the Buffs, or Royal East Kent Regi- 
ment, who were stationed in Palestine at that time. 
The recruiting to the infantry, which started 
in Palestine after the end of the Greek campaign, 
was for a long time kept at an artificially low 
level since Jewish companies had to be equal in 
numbers to Arab units, whilst Arab volunteering 
was on a small scale.: When this absurd rule of 
** parity ’’ was dropped, the proportion of Jews 
to Arabs in the forces rose to a ratio of-3 to 1. 
The ratio was really much higher, seeing that 
the Jews are at present but a third of the 
Palestine population. Moreover, while Jewish 
recruits were drawn from Palestine alone, the 
Arabs came from Transjordan, Syria and the 
Lebanon as well. | 
During the period. of El Alamein it was 
decided to join the companies into battalions 
forming part of the Palestine Regiment. 


Jewish Brigade 
Group | 


During the next phase of the war, and in 
expectation of the impending invasion of Europe, 
where millions of Jews were massacred by Naz; 


Jewish Sailors on the march. 


Germany, the Jewish Agency continued to press. 
for the formation of a Jewish Fighting Force, 
distinguished by the Jewish name, flag and 
badge. On September 20th, 1944, the substance 
of this demand was at long last granted by the 


War Cabinet. On that day the War Office 
announced : 


H.M. Government have decided to 
accede to the request of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine that a Jewish Brigade Group 
should be formed to take part in active 
operations. 


The Infantry Brigade will be based on the 
Jewish Battalions of the Palestine Regiment, 
and the necessary concentration for training 


is now taking place before dispatch to a 
theatre of war. 


Supporting and ancillary units to com- — 
plete the Group, based on existing Pal- 
estinian units, are being prepared, and will 
join the Infantry Brigade as soon as prac- 
ticable. The details of the scheme are being 
discussed with the Jewish Agency which 
has been invited to co-operate in its 
realisation, 


_ 
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These young Jews and ex-members of the French Maquis joined the Jewish Brigade on their arrival in Palestine in 1944. 


The 


late Prime Minister, Mr. Winston 


Churchill, said in the House of Commons on 
- September 28th, 1944: 


‘“ I know there are vast numbers of Jews 
serving with our Forces and the American 
Forces throughout all the Armies. But it 
seems to me indeed appropriate that a special 
Jewish unit, a special unit of that race which 
has suffered indescribable torments from 
the Nazis, should be represented as a distinct 
formation amongst the forces gathered for 
their final overthrow, and I have no doubt 
they will not only take part in the struggle, 
but also in the occupation which will follow.” 


Fhe Jewish Agency for Palestine, which has 


fought hard for the Jewish Fighting Force, 
stated in welcoming the decision: 


The entry of. a Jewish Fighting Force 
into battle against the enemy of the Jewish 
people and. of mankind’s freedom will 
symbolise the status of Israel in the fight for 
a better world. The composition of the 
Force will give concrete expression both to 
Jewish unity and to the central place of 
Palestine in Jewish life. ... May it be 
given to the Jewish Brigade Group to carry 
the Star of David in pride into the lands 
where it was used as a badge of shame, and 
to bring to the Jewish survivors of the horror 
the message of hope from Zion. 


Maginot 1940 


The first few thousand Jewish soldiers from 
Palestine joined the British Army as volunteers 
in the first days of the war, before any appeals 
were issued to them. For the first time in 
history, soldiers at the Maginot Line and in the 
battlefields of Belgium spoke to each other in 
Hebrew. 

Stories have been told how one group of 
Palestinian soldiers destroyed a formation of 
German tanks; how they wrecked bridges, and 
often fought against ten times their number ; and 
how practically all of them, with very few 
casualties, reached the beaches of Dunkirk still 
carrying their weapons. 


Major-General Orde 
Charles Wingate. 


Orde Wingate 


Many a Palestinian Jewish 
soldier fighting in the Middle 
East or in Italy remembered with 
pride and gratitude Orde Charles 
Wingate, who believed: in the 
Jewish people and in the justice 
of its cause. His leadership of 
the Special Night Squads during 
the years of terror 1937-1938 in 
Palestine thrilled and inspired 
Jewish youth. His dream was to 
lead a Jewish Army in battle. 
Shortly before he died in Burma 
in the spring of 1944 he expressed 
what he felt by writing in Hebrew 
the words “If I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem.”’ 


In Eritrea 


A special Commando sent to the East African 
theatre was made up mainly of men from the 
Pioneer Company that served in France and the 
2nd Pioneer Company which was in Egypt on 


‘its way to France at the time of the Bordeaux 


Armistice. It was the soldiers of this Commando, 
more popularly known as the Palestinian Suicide 
Squads, who distinguished themselves particu- 
larly in the capture of Keren in Eritrea. 

At Keren the General in command of the 
advance had a very high opinion of them as 
fighting men. The Palestinians covered the left 
flank of the advance on Keren and cut off the 


Italians on the ridge 
to the left of the main 
attacking force, thus 
helping to take 2,000 
prisoners and to bring 
to a successful conclu- 
sion an extremely 
tough operation. 

Their part of the front 
covered four to five 
miles, and each section 
of the unit had tocarry 
all its own food and 
supplies with it, which 
they did on camel 
back. These self-con- 
tained parties operated 
in the most difficult 
country, and were in 
constant danger of be- 
ing outflanked. They 
advanced down a 
valley, and all along 
the way had to pick 
off individual enemy 
posts and machine-gun 
nests, taking prisoners 
all the time. 


In Syria 


When the British 
military authorities de- 
cided to act in Syria, 
they sent across the 
border from Palestine 
an advance’ guard 
composed of Jews, 
Australians and New 
Zealanders. But first 
it was necessary to 
ascertain the enemy’s 
strength in Syria, 
the reaction of the 
local population and 


Family Weitss—father, 
mother, son and daughter 
Joined the Forces—walk- 
ing on the seashore of 
Tel-Aviv. 
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Palestine Jewish soldiers at a 
service in the Cairo Synagogue. 


of the French, the type of 
weapons they possessed, etc. 
A number of young Jews 
volunteered for the job. This 
group was able to bring 
back reliable information of 
great importance. 

The leader of this group 
was Moshe Dayan, son of 
one of the founder-farmers 
of Nahalal in the Valley of 
Jezreel. Dayan was seriously 
wounded in the advance into 
Syria and lost an eye. Incj- 
dentally, in the summer of 
1939, Dayan was one of the 
43 Jewish youths who were 
arrested and sentenced to 
long terms of imprisonment. 
(Their “crime ”’ was training 
for self-defence against pro- 
Axis terrorists.) When war 
broke out, Dayan and his 
friends were released and 
volunteered for service with 
the British Army. 

“I should like people to 
know,” said Mr. Gorrell, 
U.P.A. correspondent in the 
Middle East, “that the 
Syrian campaign was not 
just a walkover. ... During 
the battle which preceded the 
conquest of Syria, [saw many 
members of the Jewish Vol- 
unteer Militia (or Settlement 
Police) guarding border 
settlements between Syria 
and Palestine, which received 
a considereable.amount of 
shellfire. I liked the look of 
these lads. They were decent, 
upstanding fellows who had 
sworn to defend the security 
of their settlements with 
their lives.” 


Jenish RAF. men enjoy 
Purim in Jerusalem. 
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Daily lesson in the water. 


In Greece 


Jewish units served valiantly throughout 
the difficult Greek campaign, and they were 
again called upon to assist in the withdrawal. 
The tasks performed by them in paving the way 
on the Greek beaches for the evacuation, once 
more earned recognition for their industry and 
valour. 

One incident from this front was related by 
Mr. Andre Glarner, the correspondent of the 
Exchange Telegraph, in a broadcast from Cairo. 
‘* This story concerns Jewish soldiers,’’ he said. 
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In Libya 


Early in 1942 the ‘* Tobruk 
Truth,” a British Army publica- 
tion, told its readers of Jewish 
units in the Western Desert who 
oe served in the front line under 

+! mostfearful cannon fire and air 
: attacks, which sometimes lasted 
from 20 to 30 hours on end. 
These men, the paper said, were 
setting an example to the whole 
Army by their coolness, courage 
and fighting spirit. There is a 
story of a Jewish soldier driving 
a tank who got separated from 
his regiment and got stuck mid- 
way between the enemy and his 
own people. He remained in the 
tank the whole night under heavy 
fire because he would not aban- 
don it to the enemy. In the 
morning he was able to repair 
the tank and return to his 
quarters. 

A group of Jewish drivers was 
stationed at Mersa Matruh. 
They asked their C.O. that when 
they were no longer needed 
as drivers they should be sent to 
the front line, especially to man 
the A.A. guns. Their request 
was granted. Later, their com- 
mander said that it was the best 


military unit he had ever met. 


General Wavell told Gordon Young, 
Reuter’s war correspondent, that his 
successful campaigns were in no 
= + j$$ small measure due to a Jewish unit, 
- m §€§6 eSpecially that part of it which had 
| to transport war material to the 
front lines. Lieut,-General Sir 
Richard O’Connor stated in dis- 
patches that the capture of Tobruk 
would have been impossible without 
the help of the Pioneers at Sollum. 


“It is a story of heroism. A battalion of 
Palestinians was encircled by the enemy after a 
terrible carnage. The Australians came to their 
aid. The battle was murderous. In retreating 
with them, the Jews fired until they had not a 
shot left. Few escaped from this slaughter. The 
men of the Palestinian battalion fought like 
heroes, like those other men of their battalions 
which. fought at Keren.”’ 

Some 1,500 Palestine Jews who were at the 
tail-end of the embarkation queue fell into 
German hands in Greece. 


Sailors 

When a squad of 
Jewish Naval per- 
sonnel marched 
down the streets of 
Jerusalem in an 
Allied Parade in the 
early summer of 
1942, it was a truly 
historic occasion. 
For centuries Jews 
were divorced from 
the land and the sea 
alike. To-day the 
‘* back-to-the-sea ”’ 
movement among 
Palestine Jews can 
already point to 
solid achievements. 
Over a_ thousand 
Palestinian Jews 
serve in the Royal 
Navy. Jewish 
engine room artifi- 
cers have enlisted 
with the Navy. 
Some hundreds of 
Jewish sailors, in- 
cluding some gra- 
duates of the Haifa 
Jewish Nautical 
School, joined 
British and Allied 
merchant fleets. 
Jewish marine arti- 
ficers are engaged on 
naval repair work in 
Haifa Harbour. 
There is Jewish per- 
sonnel attached to 
R.A.F. marine 
stations. A number 
of Jewish merchant 
men, flying the 
Palestine flag, are 
engaged in vital 
work in the Medi- 
terranean. Several 
Jewish ships have 
been torpedoed and 
sunk. Official 
acknowledgment of 
the bravery of 
Jewish seamen was 
made by Admiral 


Cunningham: 
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Palestine Jewish stevedores were in charge of port installations in Libya, Cyrenaica, Tripoli. 


The Jewish Port Operating Company of the Eighth Army at inspection. 


Sergeant Filar 
decorated for an 
act of gallantry. 


Men in the Jewish Units 


During an attack on Tobruk a Palestinian 
Jew, Breitman, aged 24, was among the troops 
who led a foray through the barbed wire 
entanglement strewn with land mines. Though 
badly wounded in the stomach, he threw two 
hand grenades at an enemy machine-gun position 
which he silenced, and enabled the other troops 
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in his platoon to surge forward. Breitman died 
in hospital. Before he died he was told officially 
that for his gallantry he had been promoted to 
the rank of sergeant. 

Another of the men who joined up at the 
outset of the war found his way to Greece with 
a Jewish unit. Captured by the Germans, he 


ne of the Jewish 
Soldiers of the Eighth 
Army who succeeded 
in escaping from a 
German prisoner 
war camp in Greece. 


was taken to a Reich prison camp, but escaped on when his three mates inside were wounded. 
en route and got into Yugoslavia. There he The tank caught fire, but he extinguished the 
joined the Serb guerrillas and got back to Greece. flames and got his comrades back to the casualty 
Eventually he arrived in Egypt. “What do you clearing station. For that he was mentioned in 
want to do?” they asked him. He was an_ dispatches. A friend came to see him in 
experienced driver. “‘I want to drive a tank,” hospital, where he lay badly wounded. “ Of 
he said. His wish was granted, and in the push _ course, you can now put in a Tequest to be 
into Libya in November, 1942, he was among _invalided out,” the visitor told him. Halila! 
the leading formations of the British Tank (Heaven forbid !) he cried out in Hebrew, I’ve 
Divisions. At Sidi Rezegh his squadron was_ only just begun. I am going to get back into it 
ordered forward, and, with sang-froid he carried | as soon as I can.” 


. 


Yitzhak Zukerman, leader of the Ghetto battle and member of the H echaluts (Pioneers for Palestine), with Haya 
Grossman, a partisan girl who fought in Bialystok, also a member of Hechalutz. 


On the Ghetto Walls 


Here we may pause to look for a moment 
behind the enemy lines. As the fighting in the 
war grew in intensity, and the United States 
joined in the struggle against Germany, the 
arch-criminals* in Berlin laid a sinister plot 
against the helpless section of the Jewish people 


under their heel. Millions were to be lured into 
gigantic extermination camps, there to be led to 
their death in gas chambers and crematoria. 
Those capable of hard physical work were sent 
to labour camps, where, living on starvation 


diets, they soon became “fit” for the gas 
chamber. 
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Six million Jews perished as a result of 
this scientifically planned policy of murder. 

Yet amidst the ruins revolt flared up. Groups 
of Jewish youth armed themselves as best they 
could, and even where unarmed, resolved to die 
in battle rather than submit. The backbone of 
the Warsaw Ghetto revolt—which lasted three 
weeks in April-May, 1943—-were the pioneers for 
Palestine (Hechalutz). It was the, same in the 
battles of Bialystok, Czestochow, and other 
ghettoes. Jewish soldiers were inspired by their 
heroism to fight on for the salvation of the 
Remnant in a reconstituted Jewish Palestine. 
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Soldiers from Palestine on guard in Cyprus, Jewish flag overhead. 


Jewish R.A.S.C. 


The first Jewish transport units of the R.A.S.C. 
were raised in 1940. Many experienced drivers 
and mechanics from transport co-operatives 
which run Palestine’s municipal and inter-urban 
bus services and from labour settlements joined 
the drivers’ units. The presence in Palestine of 
men of such skill and experience has been a great 
boon to many of the essential technical services 
in the Middie East. The men of the Jewish 
transport units proved their mettle, both during 
the lightning advance and no less in the ordeals 
and dangers of the withdrawal. They shared in 


the final triumphant campaign which led the 
Eighth Army to Tunis and Italy. 


Water-Tank Company 


A most responsible job fell to the Jewish 
water-tank company. Near the battle area for. 
many months they were engaged on work of 
vital importance in desert warfare. This unit has 
transported millions of gallons of water on the 
roadless expanses to the fighting lines. They 
have driven by day and night, often under fire, 
but they have always brought their prec:ous load 


Pan ines igen Sasa 


safely to the appointed place. When a lorry had 
to drop out of the convoy, the driver would stay 
with his machine. In one instance a driver 
remained alone with his machine for eleven days 
in the desert until help could reach him. 


In Italy 


The Jewish R.A.S.C. had come to Italy from 
Tripoli in landing-craft tanks direct to the 
beaches of Salerno... They drove their lorries 
straight off the boats and went to work almost 
immediately. Throughout the first half of 1943 
they had been at Tobruk and Derna on the lines 
of communication to Benghazi. Before that 
they had taken part in Montgomery’s secret 
preparatory work before El Alamein. They fed the 
sappers building the lateral roads or tracks for 
the diversion of troops that baffled the enemy. 
Earlier they had been engaged in transport work 
in the Canal Zone in Upper Egypt and Kenya. 


In Naples a Jewish company worked with the 
Americans in the port area. They took part in 
the transporting of cargo from the ships in port 
from the early days, when it was first reopened, 
and when 5,000 tons were unloaded, up to the 
time of the big push in May, 1944, when the 
port was handling more than 30,000 tons a day, 
or about 60 per cent. more than in the great port 
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Jerusalem headquarters of Jewish Agency for Palestine which directed the Jewish Military effort. 


of New York. In the words of the American 
General in charge, it was “‘an unparalleled 
record achievement in military transportation 
and supply,” and this company had its share of 
the toil and sweat that went into that “‘ epic of 
exemplary courage and resourcefulness.”’ 


The recreation room of this company, at one 
stage of its progress, was in a building that was 
formerly a club-house of the Balilla, the Italian 
Fascist Youth Organisation. A Palestinian 
newspaperman who visited them describes one 
of their Friday Night assemblies : “ The pro- 
gramme was simple, the reading of a chapter 
from Jeremiah, some passages from Bialik’s epic 
‘Scroll of Fire,’ and I was asked to report 
briefly on conditions and life at home. The 
questions put to me showed the keen and 
profound interest the men take in every detail of 
what is happening in Palestine. The meeting 
closed with a few words from the O.C. who read 
a letter he had just received from Mrs. Lorna 
Wingate, wife of the late General Orde C. 
Wingate. She wrote: ‘I was deeply touched by 
the kind letter of sympathy you sent me on 
behalf of yourself and your company. A 
grievous part of my sorrow is caused by my 
knowledge of the loss your people has sustained 
in General Wingate. As you know, he had great 


plans for the Jews and hopes of serving them. 
It was his steadfast intention to return to 
Palestine. I shall endeavour to bring up his son 
in the hope that when his time comes he may 
be a consolation to you for the loss. of your 
devoted friend and leader.’ ”’ 


Death 
at Sea 


A group of 138 Palestinian Jewish drivers 
serving with the R.A.S.C. died at sea in the spring 
of 1943.° Many of them had been among the 
first Jewish recruits to volunteer in Palestine. 
They. were in a transport which was sunk in a 
naval action. It sank so rapidly that there was 
no time to lower the lifeboats. When orders 
came to abandon ship, all jumped into the water 
except those who were manning the guns; they 
stayed at their posts until the water covered 
them. : 

A British officer who was present declared that 
he had never seen such exemplary conduct. The 
Jewish soldiers helped one another in the water 
and remained calm, singing Hebrew songs to 
keep up their spirits, until survivors were picked 
up by a minesweeper. 


Members of the Jewish Brigade visit a lonely grave in 
Vienna. There lie the remains of Theodor Herzl, the 


founder of the modern Zionist movement, the man who 
taught the Jenish people the elements of political action. 


Air view of the Hadassah University Hospital on Mount Scopus, Jerusalem, where the Allied Armies received 


expert medical aid and instruction. 
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Nurse Gefen, typical of Jewish Volunteer Nurses in Palestine. 


Among the Survivors 


It was Sabbath morning in December, 1942. As the soldiers passed through the Jewish 
A party of Jewish officers and men had cometo quarter, cries of Shabbath Shalom greeted them 
attend prayers with the remnants of a Jewish from behind lattices and windows, and great, 
community in a town in Libya. sad eyes gleamed with joy. Most of the shops 
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had been plundered by the Axis forces; no 
house had been left untouched. One group in 
khaki led by the little son of the loca! rabbi 
went to his house where the pallid-faced young- 
ster said: “* Father, look at these Jewish soldiers. 
They have Hebrew on their shoulders !’’ One 
of them had the words Eretz Yisrael in Hebrew 
embroidered for him by his girl friend back in 
Palestine and wore the tabs on either shoulder- 
flap. The rabbi, a venerable bearded figure, 
bent forward reverently and kissed the shoulder 


of the soldier in front of him. 
At El 


Two Jewish units from Palestine—a Jewish 
Company of the Royal Engineers and a Jewish 
Transport unit—were engaged on the construc- 
tion of the defences of El Alamein, which marked 
the turning point in the fortunes of this war. 


The Jewish troops tried to find among the 
surviving Jews some of the families they had met 
last time the British Army had been as far as 
this part of Libya. They found none. Some 
had been murdered; a large number had been 
sent to concentration camps, others to labour 
gangs, and were never heard of again. The 
survivors told of these vile deeds, and among 
them stood the children, clamouring, voicing the 
silent wish of their parents: 

‘Take us back to Eretz Yisrael.” 


lamein 


Their tents were half-buried in the sand, giving 
the camp the appearance of a colony of cave- 
dwellers. It is doubtful if any of them realised 
the importance of the place or of the work that 
they were doing. When the Battle of El Alamein 
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Mounted Jewish Settlement Police. 
They acted as part of Palestine’s 


“<< Home Guard.’ 


was fought, the men of one 
of the Jewish Transport units 
brought Australian reinforce- 
ments to the front line and 
kept them supplied’ with 
ammunition. 

Another Jewish company 
stationed near El Alamein 
was the Desert Camouflage 
unit. In his great speech on 
the Libyan Victory in the 
House of Commons, Mr. 
Churchill paid tribute to the 
marvellous system of camou- 
flage which helped to achieve 
the complete surprise leading 
to the defeat of the enemy. 
The camouflage which so 
greatly succeeded was the 
work of a special unit con- 
sisting largely of Jewish 
soldiers from Palestine who 
spent long days and exercised 
much ingenuity in constructing 
the dummy guns, aeroplanes 
and puppet soldiers which 
deceived the German fliers. 
When one of these boys was 
asked, “‘ What did you do to 
earn such praise from Mr. 
Churchill? ’’ the reply was, 
‘What did we do? We just 
messed about.” 


Field Survey Company 


One specialised Jewish company worked in 
romantic circumstances, in inaccessible hills in 
Egypt. The members of this Jewish unit carried 
out their secret work in the hills for many 
months before they were permitted to go out 
into the light of day. This company was made 
up of engineers, surveyors, expert photographers, 
etc., drawn from the Jewish towns and settle- 
ments. Officially it was known as a Field Survey 
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Company, but actually they did very little field 
surveying.. Their main task was the preparation 
of military maps of all scales and kinds on the 
basis of photographs taken by the R.A.F. pilots 
in their flights over enemy territory. They were 
printed on large presses mounted on lorries to 
ensure mobility, and thousands of copies were 
sent to the front or given to the pilots to assist 
them in locating their objectives. Sometimes the 


men of this company were given only 24 hours 
to rush through highly important and pressing 
jobs. 

Map-making is, of course, one of the most 
confidential and secret of war-time jobs, directly 


Guarding th 


Some 6,500 Jews are serving in the Auxiliary 
Police forces in Palestine. They carried out 
numerous duties which were closely connected 
with the war. Over 18,000 additional persons 
are attached to these formations on a part-time 
voluntary basis. : 

During the disturbances of 1936-39 this fine 
body of men, recruited mainly from the agri- 
cultural settlements, were not only posted to the 
defence of their own villages, but were also made 
responsible for the security of roads and other 
lines of communication. During the war they 
guarded Government premises, air fields, 
ammunition dumps, and Army and Navy stores. 


related to projected raids or invasion landings, 
and the fact that it was entrusted to this Company 
was a mark of the confidence reposed in their 
reliability and skill. A Jewish officer of this 
unit has been awarded the military M.B.E. 


Homeland 


They maintained a continual air and coast watch, 
forming the advance line of sentries against 
enemy action from sea and air. A special 
section was in charge of the Palestine railways 
from the Syrian border to Haifa and from Haifa 
to Lydda. 

The Jewish Settlement Police with their smart 
uniforms and slouch hats are probably the best 
known of the auxiliary formations. The famous 
Special Night Squads against Arab terrorists, 
organised and commanded by the late Major- 
General (or, as he then was, Captain) Orde 
Charles Wingate in 1938, were also part of the 
Auxiliary Police forces. 


H.R.H. the Duke of Gloucester inspecting Jewish Settlement Police somewhere 


in Palestine. 


Parachutists 


Between 1942 and 1944 the Jewish Agency 
made repeated, but unsuccessful, attempts to 
persuade the military authorities to send con- 
tingents of Jewish parachutists from Palestine 
into Europe in order to organise Jewish resist- 
ance. Thirty men and women, however, went, 
with the assistance of certain military bodies, 
into eight countries in eastern and south-eastern 
Europe. Some of them were killed. All ac- 
quitted themselves honourably of their military 
task and brought a message of hope to Jews in 
Europe. One of them, Hannah Czenech, aged 
25, from the collective settlement of Cesarea, 
was dropped by parachute into Yugoslavia and 
was thence smuggled into Hungary. She was 
eventually court-martialled by Hungarian Nazis 
and sentenced to death. When offered an 
opportunity to apply for mercy she declined, 
saying that she would not appeal to murderers. 


Palestine Jewish W.A.A.F. 


Music lesson in a Jemish formation. 


R.A.F. 


A young Jewish airman 
in the Western Desert one 
night in 1941 raced about 
his aerodrome under a hail 
of machine-gun fire from 
enemy raiders, snuffing out 
incendiaries and extinguish- 
ing fire with his greatcoat, 
thus saving at least two 
bombers. This display of 
courage was characteristic 
of the spirit of the nearly 
2,000 Palestinian Jews serv- 
ing with the  K.AF. 
Wherever there is an R.A.F. 
Station in the Middle East 
and in Italy, there is a 
Palestinian contingent doing 
its share of important work. 
They are pilots, aircraft 
hands, cooks, fitters, clerks 
and motor drivers (it was 
not until 1942 that they 
were permitted to train as 
pilots). In the grim summer 
of 1940, when most of the 
ground staff of the R.A.F. 
in Egypt had to be hurried 
home, 1,500 Palestinian 


Jewish mechanics stepped | ee " a ame 
ewish soldiers from various countries relaxing in a quiet corner 
into the breach. 3 J i, & q 


of the Jewish soldiers’ Clubs in Cairo. 


Women in the R.A.F. 


Jewish women in Palestine who ‘‘ wanted 
wings” saw their desire fulfilled when 
recruiting for the W.A.A.F. was opened 
to them in 1943. The high appreciation 
which the A.T.S. from Palestine had won 
for themselves with the Military Authorities 
had blazed the path for the Jewish women 
to the W.A.A.F. 
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The Palestine Orchestra plays before 
members of the Jewish Brigade and 
guests in a camp in the desert. 
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Brigadier Kisch 

The Tunisian campaign 
claimed the life of Brigadier 
F. H. Kisch, Chief Engineer of 
the Eighth Army, who was killed 
by a mine. A member of 
a distinguished Anglo-Jewish 
family, Kisch fought gallantly in 
the first World War, earning 
official recognition and a place 
among the advisers to the British 
delegation to the Peace Con- 


ference at Versailles. After the 
war, Owing to the influence of Dr. 
Weizmann, he became actively in- 
terested in the Jewish national 
movement, and settled in Palestine. 
He entered the Zionist Executive in 
Jerusalem and was in charge of 
political work during the years 
1922-1931. In 1939 he joined up 
again, and later became . Chief 
Engineer of the Eighth Army. One 
of his last public appearances was 
taking the salute when Jewish units 
and Jewish soldiers drawn from 
many formations of the Eighth 
Army marched down the main 
street of Tripoli to a Thanksgiving 
Service in the Synagogue, to mark 
the occupation of the former Italian 
bastion (see opposite page). 
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Desert grave of Brigadier Kisch 
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Jewish A.TS. 


Somewhere in Egypt the great Central 
Hospitals of the B.T.E.—British Troops in 
Egypt—area sprawl over the white sand dunes 
of the desert. Here the first all-Jewish A.T.S. 
Companies were formed. To-day these hospitals 


are mostly treating cases of illness and accident. 
But there were days when enemy bombers used to swoop 
over these white hutments, and between raids'long trains 
of wounded rushed straight from the front line used to 
deposit their human cargo at their doors. In those days 
the Jewish A.T.S. toiled day and night, snatching only a 
few hours now and then for sleep and food. The name 
of the Palestinian A.T.S. was blessed by British, 
Australian, New Zealand and South African soldiers, 
whom they cared for and nursed back to health. . 

When the rising tide of Nazi power seemed to be about 
to engulf Egypt, a company of Jewish A.T.S. ambulance 
drivers was stationed in Alexandria, only fifty miles from 
the front. With the approach of the enemy, these 
A.T.S. drivers refused to leave. They asked only for 
arms with which to defend themselves. ‘They were not 
granted this request, and the danger soon passed. This 


company of ambulance drivers received official mention 
in dispatches. 


Palestine A.T.S. march in Jerusalem 


At the Jewish Soldiers’ Thanksgiving Service in Tripoli, including (centre) Brigadier Kisch, Major O’ Shaughnessy 
and Captain Wellington who headed the parade. 27 
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Veterans of the last war—discharged 
soldiers of the 40th Battalion—taking 
part at the Battalion Day parade at 
Tel-Aviv on 27th September, 1942. 


The Jewish 
rigade 
Group 
ormed 


Shortly after the announcement 
of the formation of the Jewish 
Brigade Groupin November, 1944, 
training began in earnest. The 
men, most of them members of 
the Jewish battalions in_ the 
Palestine Regiment, felt that after 
their long and tedious round of 
guard duties they were being 
equipped and would soon go 
into battle. A thrill of excitement 
seemed to dominate the large 
training camp on the day when 
the Commanding Officer, Brigadier 
Benjamin, reached the camp. 
The men themselves felt that they 
had been at last turned into a 
fighting force poised for battle. 
The Brigadier, who addressed the 
men on his arrival, said: ““When 
I was appointed to the Command 
of this Force I knew that I had 
been selected for a task which 
imposed great_ responsibility as 
well as:‘honour. Now I know that 
the Jewish Brigade will do its all 
to acquit itself of its task and to 
add to the honour and good 
name of the Jewish people.” 


r. M. Shertok, of the Jewish Agency 
Executive, talking to Brigadier 
enjamin, C.O. Jewish Brigade Group. 
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Brigade 

Group 
in Action 


On a large scale operational map 
that covered a whole wall in General 
Clark’s Fifteenth Army Group 
Headquarters, one could find some 
time in March, 1945, nine different 
Allied flags indicating the positions 
of the various divisions and brigades. 
There were the Union Jack and 
two variations of it—the New 
Zealand and Indian flags—the Stars 
and Stripes, the red and white South 
African flag, the red, white and 
green of Italy, the red and white 
of Poland, Brazil’s green flag, and 
the Jewish blue and white flag with 
its Star of David. So here for the 
first time the Jews of Palestine, 
through their fighting Brigade, have 
been literally put on the map of the 
fighting United Nations. 

The Jewish Brigade Group had 
made its first appearance in the 
early days of March in the front 
lines that had been stable for about 
two months. They took up positions 
in the canal and dyke area near 
Ravenna, where some of their posts 
and dug-outs were within earshot of 
the enemy. There they engaged in their first night 
patrols and got their first real battle experience. 
The first mortal casualties inflicted on the Nazis 
by a patrol of the Jewish Brigade occurred in a 
clash late in thenight of 15th March. It was there 
that the daylight action of March 20th, involving 
the second and third battalions with tank and 
air support, took place. Because of the nature 
of the country, positions a few hundred yards 
away from the enemy were out of their sight, 
and so movement of supplies and liaison between 
units was possible in broad daylight. After only 
three weeks, however, the Brigade was moved to 


Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President of the World Zionist Organisation 
and acknowledged leader of Jewry. 


the south-west to take up positions previously 
held by Ghurkas, who rank among the best 
fighters of the British Empire, along the banks of 
the Senio River but in entirely different 
terrain. - Here they were in hilly and even 
mountainous country where the area under 
enemy observation extended for miles and 
included all their forward positions. This meant, 
of course, that there could be no movement 
whatever by day, and that all activity, including 
the bringing up of supplies and mail, as well as 
whatever improvement of position was necessary 
and the patrolling itself, was all carried out by 
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A Monument to the Jewish dead in one of the Graveyards of Libya, 


erected by the Palestinian Jewish Engineers. 


night. The farmhouses and dug-outs which they 
took over from the Ghurkas were for the most 
part on no beaten tracks—all the work having 
been done at night—as far as possible through 
the hills pock-marked with shell craters. From 
the jeep-heads no wheels could get any farther, 
not even jeeps, and supplies’ were thence taken 
forward by mule. An Italian company of 


Muleteers were engaged in this work of supplying - 


Jewish front line fighters, and indeed it re- 
minded one of the contrast with the Zion 
Mule Corps in Gallipoli, in which Jewish soldiers 
in the last war served in a similar capacity the 
fighters of other nations. 

The Brigade occupied these positions between 
the Polish Corps on their right flank and the 
Italian troops on their left for exactly two weeks 
before the opening of the Spring offensive. The 
Eighth Army at this time consisted of three army 


corps—the Fifth, Tenth, and Polish 
Corps. The Fifth were on the 
right and the Tenth were in the 
centre next to the American Fifth 
Army, and the Poles were between 
the two. The Jewish Brigade, 
when they first went into action in 
the Ravenna sector, were with the 
Fifth Corps, together with British, 
Indian and New Zealand divisions 
and Italian Groups; but when 
they were shifted to the south-west 
along the Senio River, they became 
part of the Tenth Corps. There 
they faced across the river the 
famous Fourth Paratroop Di- 
vision, one of the best of the 
crack Hitlerite units on the whole 
front. Theentire Tenth Corps now 
consisted ofthe Jewish Brigade Group and the 
Italian troops. It formed the hinge between the 
Eighth and Fifth Armies converging on Bologna 
from two directions, and that hinge had to be 
strong enough to meet the pressure of the two 
attacking armies closing in like a vice on the 
strong German forces between them. How 
tightly they held that hinge and how well they 
succeeded in that particular assignment is now 


history, and their réle as Jewish soldiers has not 


been overlooked in the enumeration of the troops 
of the United Nations in the victorious battle 
orders. In an Order of the Day to both the 
Fifth and Eighth Armies under his command, 
General Clark in announcing the capture of 
Bologna added: “* British, New Zealand, Indian, 
Polish, Brazilian, South African, Jewish, Italian, 
and American troops single-minded in purpose 
will drive forward to destroy the enemy.” 


The Blue-White Flag 


Shortly after it went into action the Brigade 
received the visit of Mr. M. Shertok, head of 
the Political Department of the Jewish Agency 
in Jerusalem. He presented the Jewish Brigade 
flag, blue and white with. the Shield of David, 
on behalf of the Jewish Agency, to Brigadier 
Benjamin. The ceremony took place on 
Tuesday, April 3rd, in the presence of repre- 
sentatives of every unit of the Brigade in a grassy 
field not far from Brigade Headquarters, to the 
accompaniment of spasmodic gunfire in the 
background. 


Speaking in Hebrew, Mr. Shertok said: “‘ This 
is a great moment in the history of the Palestine 
volunteering movement, in the life of the Jewish 
people and in the lives of all engaged in this 
effort. It has been given to us to-day to raise 
the flag of the Jewish people, the standard of 
Jewish liberation, on the very battlefront where 
the struggle for the liberation of Europe from 
the yoke of the arch enemy of the Jewish people 
and of the civilised world is taking place. 
Everyone of you, when joining up from the 
beginning of the war, yearned for this moment, 
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for the moment to see this flag flutter overhead. 
Throughout five and a-half years of war all of 
you and many more have given a silent salute. 
to this flag with your hearts. To us this flag is 
saturated with the blood of five million Jews 
murdered in Europe. It is the same flag raised 
by the brave fighters of the Warsaw Ghetto 
during their last stand. It is the same flag which 
has inspired the redeemers of our soil and the 
defenders of our position in Palestine. We raise 
this flag to-day on behalf of more than one 
million Jews fighting in the armies of the United 
Nations and on behalf of more than thirty 
thousand volunteers for active service in 
Palestine. We raise it as a beacon for the 
surviving remnants of our people, a signal for 
them to join us in the struggle of liberation and 
the return to Zion.” 


Reunion And Challenge 


The Jewish Brigade and other Jewish units 
from Palestine acquitted themselves honourably 
in this war. As the curtain went up on Hitler’s 
Europe, Jewish soldiers saw the full measure of 
their people’s tragedy. They met with the 
survivors from Italy, Austria, Hungary, Poland 
and other countries, and brought to them a 
message of hope from Jews reborn in Zion. The 
suffering of their brethren came to them as a 
challenge. They vowed that never again shall 
disaster overtake their people: They vowed to 
work and fight for a Jewish Homeland, giving 
new life to the survivors and dignity to the 
whole Jewish people. 


Jewish Officer Cadets of the O.C.T.U. (watching a Mortar-firing Instructor). These men, drawn mostly from 
the Jewish battalions of the Palestine Regiment, joined the Jewish Brigade. 
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deplorable. The pogroms in Baghde 


memory. Large numbers of ) from 
Yemen have now been waiting for years in Aden 
for admission to Palestine, and their plight is 
. worsening daily. The Syrian and Lebanese: Gov- 
ernments have introduced drastic measures 
against “their” Jews trying to cross the frontier 
into Palestine. 
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Since then the situation has not changed for 

the better. Apart from a trickle of 1500 immi- 

grants allowed per month—to which Mr. Bevin 

declared to have secured the acquiescence of the 

Arabs according to the terms of the White Paper 

(House of Commons, February 25, 1947)—the 

of ) doors of Palestine are closed against regular 

cc Jewish immigration. But Jewish life in Eastern 

and Central Europe has in no way settled down; 

it is in a process of permanent movement from 

East to West and then South, and the goal 

is the Eastern coast of the Mediterranean, the 

shores of the Land of Israel. How blind one 

must be to interpret this movement of hundreds 

of thousands who brave discomfort, difficulties 

and dangers, not as the spontaneous mass reac- 

tion to an unbearable situation but as a result 

of machinations by “unscrupulous persons.” 

What lack of insight and of humanity, to react 

to it not by trying to satisfy the irresistible urge 

of the remnants of European Jewry for a new 

a4 ityand Biggin € work among their 
os own people buy gby attempting. t 
tempted include suggestions to 

ce other States that Pion srohibit su | 

“5 and transmigration and the use of the British 

! Navy, Army and Airforce to stop the survivors 

of Hitler’s exterminatig@n Campaign from reaching 

their goal. What a depl te 

the glorious victory over Nazism. British soldiers 

——— ae d—often to their deep dismay—to hunt 

down the victims of Nazism on their way to their 

rightful home; tear gas, rifle butts and even bullets 

used against them—sometimes with fatal. conse- 

quences; all this in order to break their 
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tan “forée. them into ga ian which 
vil fesies theny into new exile and internment ‘in 
Cyprus. . 
I ask you, Comrades, is this te go on 
through the many months whilst the new Com- 
mittee of. Inquiry is at work and. the United 
Nations deliberate and until a definite decision on 
major policy is hammered out? Shall the Dis- 
placed Persons be condemned to a third winter 
in the camps behind barbed wire, in idleness and 
uncertainty of their future? Isn’t it the clear 
duty of Britain, pending an ultimate solution of 
the problem, to fulfil the obligations under the 
Mandate, especially with regard to immigration? 
“He who comes to equity must come with clean 
hands.” This admonition to H.M. Government 
by Mr. Noel-Baker during the White Paper con- 


troversy is even more appropriate now. 


3. There is another vital point about ey 
Jews in Palestine and in other countries feel 
very bitter—the discriminatory Land Law which 
prevents Jews from settling and acquiring land 
in all but six per cent of the country. This is not 
only a gross violation of the Mandate but a clear 
discrimination. against the Jewish people in its 
National Home on the basis of race and religion. 
It places them in a state of civil inferiority 
with the evident intention of frustrating the most 
cherished aim of the movement of Jewish regen- 
eration — the return to the land. No further 
inquiries are needed to see that this law, which 
since Hitler’s downfall has no counterpart in any 
civilised country, should be rescinded forthwith. 
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Comrades, 


This is.a dark and tragic hour in the ieee 
of our people. But its. will to live is unshakable. 
After all that has happened to: us we feel entitled 
to appeal to your sense of justice and Soeialiet 
solidarity. 
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peal to Britis 
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Jewish Labour in Palestine 
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Comrades, 


I take the liberty of addressing you, as I have 

often done in the past, on behalf of the Jewish 

ur movement in Palestine and its associates 
in other countries. With its 174,000 organised 
members, the General Federation of Jewish 
_ Labour (“Histadrut”) is numerically, politically 
and morally the guiding force of Palestine’s 
entire Jewish population of 650,000. With its 
Trade Union activities, its collective and co- 
operative agricultural settlements, urban cooper- 
‘atives, building guilds, financial, health and cul- 
‘tural institutions, the Histadrut is the most im- 
portant outpost of organised Labour in the 
whole of the Middle East. It is on behalf of this 
movement, which’ considers itself responsible for 
the fate and future of the Jewish people, that 
I ‘request your friendly attention for our 
problem. | 

But before going into the matter proper, there 

is a preliminary request | must put to you. 

tt your consideration of the problem of the 
sur val of our people not be obscured by the 
rr¢ sponsible deeds of a small minority of Jewish 

emists who commit acts of destruction and 
murder, hich are condemned and resisted by 
the whole of the Jewish Labour movement, and 
indeed by the majority of the Jewish people. 
Remember that terrorism, unforgivable though it 
is, could not have arisen without the atmosphere 
of frustration and despair created by a policy 
which, before and during the war, was unequi- 
vocally condemned by your Party. We are con- 
-yineed that even now it is in the hands of the 
British Government to cut the ground from 
under this ugly ———— 
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The Palestine issue : now before the United 


Nations, and a special Committee of Inquiry is 
to investigate the problem and to submit pro- 
posals for an ultimate solution. But do not think, 
Comrades, that by submitting the matter to the 
United Nations the Government and the Labour 
Party have shaken off, at least for the time 
being, their special responsibility. On the con- 
trary. We feel that both in regard to long-term 
policy and to British action in the interim period 
the Labour Party has an important role to play. 


1. The Labour Government has _ repeatedly 
stated that they do not feel entitled to’ decide 
the future of Palestine single-handed. This is the 
reason given for bringing the matter before the 
United Nations. We are not contesting the appro- 
priateness of this action. But “we believe that 
the commencement of this new. chapter is an 
opportunity and a challenge for the British 
Labour Party to assert its traditional position 
again and to urge that Britain submit to the 
United Nations a Palestine policy in accordance 
with Labour’s views expressed time after time 
since 1917 and in the spirit of utterances of the 
Party’s authoritative spokesman. 
May I, Comrades, remind you of two of the 
latest expressions of British Labour’s stand. 
. There is surely neither hope nor mearting: in 
a J ewish National Home’ unless’ we are 
to let Jews, if they wish, enter this tiny land in 
such numbers as to become a majority. There was 
a strong case for this before the war. There is 
an irresistible case now after the e 
atrocities of the cold and calculated German Nazi 
plan to kill all Jews in Europe... * 
“The Arabs have many wide territories of ther 


own; they must not claim to exchide: a 


the full sympathy and support both of the Ameri- 
can and the Russian Governments for the execu- 
tion of this Palestinian policy.” 
(International Post-War Settlement, intro- 
duced by Mr. Attlee and adopted by the 
4944 Conference.) 


“It is morally wrong and politically indefensible 
to impose obstacles to the entry into Palestine now 
for any Jews who desire to go there. We con- 
sider Jewish immigration into Palestine should be 
permitted ‘without the present limitations which 
obstruct it. Steps should be taken in consulta- 
tion with the American and Soviet Governments 
to see whether we cannot get common support for 
a policy which will give us a happy, free and 
prosperous Jewish State in Palestine.” 
(Mr. Hugh Dalton, on behalf of the 
National Executive, at the Annual 
Conference in 1945.) 


The prospects for such an understanding now 
seem not unpromising, considering the past com- 
mitments of British Labour and of both major 
parties, as also of the President and Congress 


of the United States on the one hand and the. 


views expressed by Mr. Gromyko, on behalf of 
the Soviet Union, in the recent United Nations 
Assembly, on the other. Mr. Gromyko spoke 
with sympathy of “the Jewish aspiration to create 
their own state. It would be unfair,” he said, 
“to refuse to reckon with it or to deny the right 
of the Jewish people to the satisfaction of this 
aspiration.” 


We earnestly urge that British Labour grasp 
this opportunity and take the initiative, thus 


making once again a historic contribution to the 
solution of this problem. 


2. The most urgent problem of the interim 
period is that of immigration. 

May I again remind you of British Labour’s 
record in regard to this question? 

The British Administration at no time allowed 
an immigration adequate to the needs of the 
Jewish people and to the real economic absorp- 
livecapacity of the country, which was to be the 
basis of Jewish immigration according to the 
White Paper of 1922. There were undoubt- 
edly political considerations behind every 
diminution of the immigration schedules applied 
for by the Jewish Agency, and there were 
always far larger numbers of Jews in need of 
settling in Palestine than the Government would 
permit. And so for many years prospective im- 
migrants have been trying to circumvent the 
arbitrary limitations. But as long as there was 

considerable, though insufhcient, regular immi- 
grati 1” immigration remained limited 
1 . a scope c and Jewish authorities tried to discour- 


after the Government, in 1937, restricted immi- 
gration to a maximum of 12,000 a year, anu 
especially after the White Paper on Palestine of 
May 1939 stipulated that no more than 75,000 
more Jews would be admitted to Palestine and 
that after five years Jewish immigration would 
be entirely prohibited (unless the Arabs acqui- 
esced in its continuation). This policy, it will 
be remembered, was introduced by the Chamber- 
lain Government shortly after the ill-famed 
Munich pact, at the time when Jewish per- 
secution in Germany, Austria and Nazi-occupied 
Czechoslovakia was growing fiercer from day to 
day. It was then that “illegal” immigration as- 
sumed greater dimensions. 

We recall with gratitude the pe fight 
which representatives of the Labour .Party in 
Parliament consistently put up against the in- 
human and illegal treatment meted out by the 
then British Government to those refugees from 
Nazi persecution. Thus, in the Debate on the 
White Paper in the House of Commons on May 
22nd, 1939, Mr. Phillip Noel-Baker uttered this 


warning : 


“If the Secretary of State’s policy is now adopted, 
the illegal immigration of these tortured people 
from Germany and elsewhere will enormously in- 
crease. The Jews of Palestine will go by the tens 
of thousands down to the beach to welcome them 
and to cover and protect their landings. The only 


way to stop them is to tell those kindly British« 


soldiers to shoot them down. Does the Secretary 
of State believe that he could give that order? He 
knows that he could not. For that, if for no other 

' reason, this policy is bound to fail. It will fail 
because in the most tragic hour of Jewish history 
the British people will not deny them their 
Promised Land.” 


In the months following the issue of the White 
Paper Labour Members in the House of Com- 
mons repeatedly gave expression, by questions, 
supplementary questions and adjournment” de- 
bates, to their deep dissatisfaction with jthe 
measures taken by the Government against *so- 
called “illegal” immigrants. Refugee boats were 
being turned back and in some cases “fired on. 
There were deportations; foreign governments 
were approached to prevent Jewish emigration or 
transit to Palestine. All this aroused the indigna- 
tion of Labour Members. Mr. Tom Williams was 
certainly representative of Labours’ attitude when 


he said in May 1939: 


Are not these so-called illegal immigrants 
eo even more legal than the action of His 
Majesty’s Government, who have set aside the 
original ‘economic absorptive capacity’ policy?” 


Other Labour Members who took part in these 


aaa 


repeated attacks on the Government’s treatment 
of “illegal” immigration were the late Col. 
Wedgwood, Mr. Phillip Noel-Baker, Mr. Herbert 
Morrison, Mr. Hugh Valton, the late Mr. David 
Adams, Commander Fletcher (now Lord Win- 
ster), the late Mr. J. Hall, Mr. Sorensen, Mr. 
Leach—an impressive list indeed. At the South- 
port Labour Party Conference in 1939, Mrs. 


Barbara Ayrton Gould, in moving the resolution . 


against the White Paper on behalf of the Nation- 
al Executive, strongly protested against refugees 
being prevented from landing in Palestine. 

This attitude did not change after the Labour 
Party entered the Coalition Government. Though 
there were Labour Ministers in the Cabinet, 
Labour Members of Parliament did not feel 
obliged to refrain from raising the question 
again and.again and from sharp criticism of 
Government policy. Tempers grew particularly 
impatient after the refugee ship “Patria” was 
blown up from within, with the loss of 250 lives 
whilst at anchor in Haifa Harbour because the 
Palestine Government had announced their inten- 
tion to deport the refugees and even to prevent 
their entering Palestine after the war. A few 
months later (February 1942) the passengers of 
another refugee ship, “Struma”, over 760 in 
number, were not allowed to proceed to Pales- 
tine from Istanbul. After many weeks of plead- 
ing the Palestine Administration agreed to admit 
children between the ages of 1] and 15, but this 
concession came too late and so the boat was 
sent back by the Turkish authorities and cap- 
sized in the Black Sea, all passengers but one 
losing their lives. The Report of the National 
Executive to the Annual Conference of 1942 
states : 


“The Labour Movement was deeply moved by the 
sinking of the refugee ship, “Struma”, on Feb- 
ruary 26th, 1942, with 762 Jewish refugees from 
Nazi persecution in Roumania on board. On 
April 28, 1942, a deputation from the National 
Executive Committee met the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, Lord Cranbourne, with the pur- 
pose of urging a sympathetic policy towards Jewish 
emigration into Palestine, with particular reference 
to refugees from Nazi oppression.’ 


The Labour Party in the House of Lords 
stated in connection with the same cases that 
“it was alleged from the Labour benches that 
the Administration in Palestine has anti-Semitic 
bias.” 

It was in this spirit that, in April 1945, the 
National Executive of the Labour Party called 
upon the British Government “to remove the 
present unjustifiable barriers on immigration”. 

What became of all this after the Labour Gov- 
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ernment came. into. power? To put it in one 
sentence: two years have elapsed since the end 
of the war in Europe—for the remnants of Euro- 
pean Jewry it is hardly the beginning of the end. 

In April 1946 the Anglo-American Committee 
of Inquiry into the problems of European Jewry 
and Palestine submitted a unanimous report. 
Whatever view one may take of their proposals, 
nobody has ever challenged the correctness of 
their analysis of the Jewish situation in Central 
and Eastern Europe. Here 3 are some of the deci- 
sive passages: 


“Although nearly a year has passed pure thei 
liberation, the majority of those [Jews] in Germany 
and Austria are still living in assembly centres, 
the ‘so-called “camps”, island communities in- the 
midst of those at whose hands they suffered so 
much. 

“In their interests and in the interests of 
Europe, the centres should be closed and their 
camp life ended. Most of them have cogent 
reasons for wishing to leave Europe. Many are 
the sole survivors of their families and few have 
any ties binding them to the countries in which 
they used to live. 

“Since the end of hostilities, little has been 
done to provide for their resettlement elsewhere. 
Immigration laws and restrictions bar their entry 
to most countries and much time must pass before 
such laws and restrictions can be altered and effect 
given to the alterations. Some can go to countries 
where they have relatives; others may secure 
inclusion in certain quotas. Their number is com- 
paratively small. 

“We know of no country to which the great 
majority can go in the immediate future other than 

- Palestine. Furthermore, that is where almost all 
of them want to go. There they are sure that 
they will receive a welcome denied them elsewhere. 
There they hope to enjoy peace and rebuild their 
lives.” 


On the subject of the position in countries of 
Eastern Europe the Report states: 


ce 


. In Poland, Hungary and Roumania, the 
chief desire is to get out, to get away cog ere 


where there is a chance of building u 
life, of finding some happiness, of living in peace 
and in security. .. In Czechoslovakia, particularly 
in Bohemia and Moravia, and in Austria, the 
position in regard to the re-establishment of the 
Jewish population is more hopeful. The vast 
majority of the Jewish displaced persons and 
migrants, however, believe that the only place 
which offers a prospect is Palestine. 

* , . Taking into account the possibility that 
an improvement in the economic and political con- 
ditions in Europe may affect theattitudes of those 
who now see no hope of re-establishing themselves 
in their countries we estimate that as many as 
a may wish or be impelled to emigrate from 


It should be added here that the position of 
the Jews in most Arab countries-is almost equally 


deplorable. 
pedo and Cairo (1945) are still in public 
r 7, Late ‘numbers of J “refugees from 
men Aa yw been waiting for years in Aden 
for admission to Palestine, and their plight is 
worsening daily. The Syrian and Lebanese Gov- 
ernments have -introduced drastic measures 
against “their” Jews trying to cross the frontier 
into Palestine. 


Since then the situation has not changed for 
the better. Apart from a trickle of 1500 immi- 
ants allowed per month—to which Mr. Bevin 
declared to have secured the acquiescence of the 
Arabs according to the terms of the White Paper 
(House of Commons, February 25, 1947)—the 
doors of Palestine are closed against regular 
Jewish immigration. But Jewish life in Eastern 
and Central Race has in no way settled down; 
it is in a process of permanent movement from 
East to West and then South, and the goal 
is the Eastern coast of the Mediterranean, the 
shores of the Land of Israel. How blind one 
must be to interpret this movement of hundreds 
of thousands who brave discomfort, difficulties 
and dangers, not as the spontaneous mass reac- 
tion to an unbearable situation but as a result 
of machinations by “unscrupulous persons.” 
What lack of insight and of humanity, to react 
to it not by trying to satisfy the irresistible urge 
of the remnants of European Jewry for a new 
mend productive work among their 

yy attempting to stop the whole 

nethods«by which this is. at- 

| suggestions to Governments of 
other States that they | prohibit such emigration 
and transmigratign and the use of the British 
Navy, Army and Airforce to stop the survivors 
of Hitler’s exterminatig@n Campaign from reaching 
their goal. What a déplorable anti-climax after 
the glorious victory over Nazism. British soldiers 
bentyused—often to their deep dismay—to hunt 
down the victims of Nazism on their way to their 
rightful home; tear gas, rifle butts and even bullets 
used against them—sometimes with fatal conse- 
quences; all this in order to break their 
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The pogroms in Baghdad (1941), _ 


rr we, 
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esistatice to foree. them into Sth bans which 
fi ‘carry thee into new exile and internment in 
Cyprus. 

I ask you, Comrades, is this to go on 
through the many months whilst the new Com- 
mittee of Inquiry is at work and the United 
Nations deliberate and until a definite decision on 
major policy is hammered out? Shall the Dis- 
placed Persons be condemned to a third winter 
in the camps behind barbed wire, in idleness and 
uncertainty of their future? Isn’t it the clear 
duty of Britain, pending an ultimate solution of 
the problem, to fulfil the obligations under the 
Mandate, especially with regard to immigration? 
“He who comes to equity must come with clean 
hands.” This admonition to H.M. Government 
by Mr. Noel-Baker during the White Paper con- 


troversy is even more appropriate now. 


3. There is another vital point about which 
Jews in Palestine and in other countries feel 
very bitter—the discriminatory Land Law which 
prevents Jews from settling and acquiring land 
in all but six per cent of the country. This is not 
only a gross violation of the Mandate but a clear 
discrimination against the Jewish people in its 
National Home on the basis of race and religion. 
It places them in a state of civil inferiority 
with the evident intention of frustrating the most 
cherished aim of the movement of Jewish regen- 
eration —the return to the land. No further 
inquiries are needed to see that this law, which 
since Hitler’s downfall has no counterpart in any 
civilised country, should be rescinded forthwith. 


* * * 


Comrades, 


This is a dark and tragic hour in the history 
of our people. But its will to live is unshakable. 
After all that has happened to us we feel entitled 
to appeal to your sense of justice and Socialist 


solidarity. 
BERL LOCKER. 


London Representative, 
Palestine Labour Party. 
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Shoe & Leather Trade 
tops last year’s result 


The inaugural dinner of the Shoe, 
Leather & Allied Trade Committee held 
last week at the Savoy, raised 
£7,000 net — more than last year’s 
total during the whole Campaign. Mr. 
J. Whiteley, who presided, said that the 
Committee felt confident that they 
would reach their target of £20,000. 


The J.P.A., the Chairman said, was 
not a charity but a national organisa- 
tion that would safeguard our own fu- 
ture and that of our people. It was 
time that we learned the lesson of his- 
tory and helped ourselves. Palestine 
would not be ours unless the Jews all 
over the world built it up regardless of 
the changing mood of day to day pol- 
icy. 

Mrs. Judith Beilin, in a stirring ad- 
dress, pictured the life of the Yishuv 
who went on with its constructive work 
in face of internal and external difficul- 
ties. She vividly described her visit to 
the new settlements in the Negev and 
to the Dead Sea where soil was literally 
created by, the untiring endeavours of 
the Jewish pioneers. 


Mr. Aaron Wright, in his address, 
said that time was not on our side. 
Nothing but delay could come from 
U.N.O. It was the strength of the Yi- 
shuv that made the work of upbuilding 
in Palestine go on in spite of this de- 
lay. To the world, the six million Jews 
who were killed was a memory and the 
existence of the one and a quarter mil- 


lion survivors, a nuisance. We should 


not rely on pity or mercy but on our 
own constructive forces. 


Mr. Whiteley proposed a vote of 
thanks to the speakers and thanked his 
Deputy Chairman, the Committee and 


the organiser, Mr. Romer, for helping 


to make. this function such a success. 
Mr. S. Kay thanked the Chairman for 
his guidance and leadership. 


The committee of the London: Shoe, 


Leather & Allied Trade, led by Mr, J. 


Whiteley, Chairman, consists of:- Mr. 


-Amounts raised in this year’s campaign for the Joint Palestine Appeal now total 
£400,000, substantially more than collections for the same period in previous years. 


The monies to a large extent are the result of a concentrated effort in London 
where the Appeal is still going strong. In Liverpool, Glasgow and Birmingham the 
Campaign is well on its way, while in Manchester and Leeds the main effort will be 
concentrated in the forthcoming two months. Other provincial centres up and down 
the country are joining in the Campaign. 3 


Gratifying as the financial results for the first two months are, the number of con- 
tributors is rather disappointing and is lagging far behind the number of organised 
Zionists. It is up to the Zionist Societies and all conscientious Zionists to give a lead 


to the community and to contribute to the Joint Palestine Appeal as a form of volun- 
tary taxation. 


The recent 22nd Zionist Congress in Basle resolved that “no Zionist may be elected 
or exercise any function in a Zionist institution or in an institution under Zionist in- 
fluence whether it be a local, regional or world organisation, as long as he has not paid 
his dues to the Jewish National Fund and Keren Hayesod.” 


L. Rubin, Deputy Chairman, Messrs. D. 
Solomons, J. S. Wachman, S. Weber, 
P. Morris, M. Bloom, J. Rose, J. H. 
Lester, E. Silverman, M. Morris, H. 


Kreitman, L. Rosenblatt, H. Ross, L. 
Alexander, S. Kay, H. Zussman, H. 
Freeman, D. E. Jacobs, A. Davis and 
L. Bachrach. 
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is hw booklet “D- Day i in the Desett”, 
* e | by the Publicity Department of 
the Joint Palestine Appeal, tells the 
hrilling epic of the reclamation of the 
Negev, the beginning of a new stage 
in Jewish colonisation in Palestine. The 
sresentation of this booklet with multi- 
coloured graphs. and illustrations will 
help to bring home the untold story of 
a new chapter in Jewish pioneering to 
the Anglo-Jewish Community. 

“On October 6th, 1946, the largest 
single settlement operation in the his- 
tory of Palestine was carried out. Ele- 
ven new settlements were established 
simultaneously in the wastes of south- 
ernmost Palestine, in the Negev’, the 
booklet reads. “On February 7th, 1947, 
Jewish settlement in this area was fur- 
ther strengthened by another three out- 
posts. Together with the three obser- 
vation points which were established 
four years ago for experimental pur- 
poses, Jewish settlements in the Negev 
now number seventeen. 

“Until recently this part of Pales- 
tine, stretching over 12,215,000 dunams 
(over three million acres)—almost half 
of the entire area of Palestine — was 
forgotten and uncharted. So much so, 
that the usual maps of the country did 
not even show this area. For over 
1,000 years this vast area remained arid 
wasteland. .. . 

“In 1943 the first observation post 
in modern Jewish colonisation was set 
up in the desert. Two others followed 
in 1944. Data was gathered as to tem- 
peratures, dewfall, and other charac- 
teristics of the climate. 

“Deep well-borings were made. Vari- 
ous experiments for conserving the lo- 
cal rainfall as well as the water com- 
ing down from the hills, proved very 
largely successful. Fruit trees were 
planted—and bear fruit. Vegetables 
and green fodder were grown and 
yielded promising results. 

the basis of those experiences, 
it was decided to start colonisation on 
a larger scale. The establishment of an 
advanced type of farming in this area 


JUST OUT: 


the Desert” 


is a very real possibility. By a ration- 
al system of crop rotation and soil pre- 
paration, crops can be obtained on un- 
irrigated land, exceeding by four or 
five times those derived by Arab agri- 
culture. 

“Fruit orchards can be planted with- 
out irrigation, and form one of the eco- 
nomic mainstays, of local farming. 
Furthermore, windbreak avenues of 
forest trees can be successfully grown, 
providing indispensable protection to 
soil and plants. There are indications 
that the quantity of irrigation water re- 
quired in the Negev is not higher, and 
perhaps even lower, than that needed 
in more northern parts of the coastal 
plains. This is due to the special pro- 
perties of the soil which help to pre- 
serve the moisturé. .. . 

“In recent days we celebrated the 
25th anniversary of the redemption of 
the valley of Jezreel. In the course of 
the past quarter of a century this val- 
ley was transformed from a_ barren 
plague spot ridden by malaria into a 
fertile plain supporting many thou- 
sands of Jewish families. Twenty-five 
years from now the Negev may well be 
as prosperous as the Valley of Jezreel 
is today. 

“If we will it, it can become a new 
and larger Emek Jezreel. On its vast, 
empty expanses, thousands of Jews to- 
day still in the D.P. camps can find 
homes and a creative purpose in life. 

“The total budget for the 14 settle- 
ments already established has been fixed 
at one million pounds for the first year, 
which is to be borne by the Keren Haye- 
sod and the Jewish National Fund. 
This budget does not include country- 
wide irrigation projects, nor does it 
cover the cost for expanding Jewish 
settlement in this area. 

“The new settlements in the Negev 
testify to the continuation of Jewish col- 
onisation in Palestine whatever the po- 
litical decisions may be. Colonisation 
is the weightiest political factor we 
command. The facts which we create 
now will have a strong bearing on the 


ay in the Desert” 
THE STORY OF THE NEGEV 
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future. 
than individual governments, 
existing realities. 
gev to be ours, we have now to 


vert the desert to the fertility of | yore ” 
The booklet concludes by saying : emmy 


“No other people in the world I 

the Jews will redeem the wastelands of 
that desert from its desolation, prostrate 
with thirst. The Jewish National Fund 
and the Keren Hayesod, through the 
Joint Palestine Appeal, call upon 
Anglo-Jewry to be a partner in this ven- 
ture of construction and reclamation. 
Not only will the Jewish people far and 
wide, its homeless and landless, benefit 
from the opening up of this area, but 
the Middle East will receive a new 
lease of life from that vast desert re- 
converted into a source of strength. 
Jewish pioneers are in the forefront of 
a great human enterprise. Help the 
Joint Palestine Appeal to sustain their 
efforts and re-conquer the desert for 
Jewish civilisation.” 


MARGATE 


A well attended Dinner at the Carmel 
Hotel in Margate was held under the chair- 
manship of Mr. L. Gradel in honour of Mr. 
and Mrs. I. Aroni on the occasion of Mr. 
Aroni’s 7oth birthday. 

A certificate: recording the inscription of 
his name in the Golden Book of the Jewish 
National Fund (the inscription being made 
by the local Zionist Society), was presented 
by Mr. Leopold 'Schen, who had come down 
to Margate especially for this purpose, as Mr. 
Aroni is held in very high esteem in Jewish 
National Fund circles, both here and in 
Jerusalem. Many of the guests present joined 
in the tribute to Mr. and Mrs. Aroni. | 

Mr. Schen, in his address, spoke of Pales- 
tine as a reality. The Yishuv, he said, 
did not appeal for Funds for itself as 
it gave per capita more than the English- 
speaking Jewries, but for the coming im- 
migration. The system of “ Pay as you Earn ” 
had been voluntarily introduced in Palestine 
long ago. The Yishuv had grown to 
nationhood and we had before us a National 
Budget towards which everybody had to tax 
himself according to his means. 

Mr. Arthur Leigh, the newly-elected Pre- 
sident of the Margate Hebrew Congregation, 
made the appeal and almost 2,000 guineas 
were donated. Margate has set itself a new 
target “to exceed their target.” 
BIRMINGHAM 

The Joint Palestine Appeal, under the 
enthusiastic chairmanship of Mr. Isaac Cohen 
is making steady progress in Birmingham and 
an intensive house to house canvassing 
drive has been inaugurated in order to deliver 
the messa 
home in the city. The response is very en- 
couraging and already after one month’s effort 
the net donations exceed last year’s total 
and it is confidently anticipated that the 
target of £15,000 will be reached. All con- 
tributions and offers of assistance will be 
gratefully received by the Hon. Treasurers 
Mr. Eric Leek and Mr. Harry Brown at the 
Zionist Office, 71, Islington Row, Birming- 
ham, 15. 

FOOD TRADE 

In last week’s report of the successful 
inaugural dinner of the Co-ordinated Food 
Trade, it was inadvertently omitted that Mr. 
B. prrpenert vigorously supported the Ap- 
peal. 


of Palestine to every Jewish 


The United Nations, no less 


If we want the Ne 2 


‘T'wo Sides 


Palestine 


LEFT 
New arrivals in Haifa 


harbour. 


BELOW 
_The soil has transformed 
earlier arrivals into 


happy children. 


If you look at a map of Palestine, you will 
t-hand corner—that is, at 
Stern tip. of the coun- 
gine en ge land that sticks out 
chimney stack. This is the Huleh 
which runs from approximately Rosh 
to Matulla. It is one of the most fer- 
s well as one of the most beautiful, 
pars of Palestine After the first world 


have been left in Syria. We owe the fact 
that the whole Huleh district is in Palestine 
exclusively to the circumstance—and it was 
really a fortuitous circumstance—that there 
was J bathe acme land at Metulla. To-day, 
when there are some twenty-five Jewish 
settlements in the Huleh Valley, we realise 
what we would have lost if Metulla had not 
been settled by Jews. The whole of this dis- 
trict would have been divided between Syria 
on. the east and Lebanon on the west, and 
Jewish settlement would, of course, have 
been impossible. 


Land-buying Agency 
The Jewish National Fund is the land- 
buying agency of the Jewish people, and it 


is clear even to-day that the amount of land > 


in the ownership of the Jewish National 
Fund will determine the future boundaries 
of the Jewish State. There is an old saying 
to the effect that possession is half the law. 
In the case of land it is more than this. 
Those parts of Palestine, such as the hill 


would, in the case of partition, be automati- 
cally excluded from the Jewish State. If the 


Be 


tine which 


of Palestine land purchase by Jews was ions 
bidden neg In 31% land could be 
poe only by: securing special permission 

case, W in practice has proved 
vie difficult, ar d usually impossible, to ob- 
tain—so that this area is for all practical 
purposes taboo. Only in the remaining 5% 
of Palestine has tree land purchase been al- 
lowed, and half! of this area is in Jewish 
ly. These land regulations 
d have been enforced, by the 


weapon. It was/realised that nothing would 
so. surely prevent the further development of 
the Jewish National Home as a ban on land 
purchase, and so this ban was put into force. 
The Jewish people’s tenacious opposition to 


the White Paper policy is based not-only on its 


absolute refusal to accept tne stoppage vi 
immigration but on the knowledge that. the 


land clauses aré designed to strangle the 


Yishuv and make expansion impossible. 


of land as a decisive political factor, we for- 
our part Know it too. Every new settlement 
on Jewish Nati al Fund land, every new 
dunam in Jewish ownership, is a mighty 
pillar in the edi we are erecting for fu-. 
ture generations. The Jewish people cannot 
abandon its strugp 

it can give up its fight for immigration. The 
two go hand in hand. Immigrants who 
come to Palestine require land on which to 
settle. If there is no. land, the absorption. of 
new immigrants becomes extremely difficult, 
and in the long t run impossible, 


Topical Example 


The most topital* example of the signifi- 

| Bhetor at the. present time 

is the Negev, the wast southern part of Pales- 

vets nearly one half of the 

t and semi-desert region 

the proposed boundaries 

te by the Pee] Commission 

in 1937, for the: very good reason that : 
re Swas not a single Jewi 

out its length and 


country. This dese 
was not included i 


x possible future develop- 
ry ' recommendations accord- 
not see fit to allocate it to 
en though it knew weil 
as the Arabs were con- 


years there has been ex- 
mt in this region, for no 
fewer than twenty-eight settlements have been 
established on ai lands bought by the Jew- 
ish National Fund. To-day the cry is “Peel 
plus Negev” is to say, the area for a 
Jewish State by the Peel Commis- 
sion would have to have the Negev added to 
it if it is to be considered at all seriously by 
the Jewish people. The facts created by 
Jewish land purchase and Jewish settlement 
in the aor have 


| } acquired a vital political 
‘he twenty-eight settlements 
ing can shake them now. The 
whe have their homes there 
work their once-d fields have shown 
the Nege ie) 3p Seca art not fa 


d have heen severed 


acisior of the map. To separate it 
of the Yishuy to-day would 


ad. in Neaking the Appeal, said 


by no more ‘than 


- A Dinner held last Tue f 
ab under the. auspices i. 


the future of the Jewish people did ok 
depend so much upon the delibéfations 
at UNO but upon every Jew giving 


- their full support to the Yishuv. The. 


If those who are determined to hinder’ our a 
development are conscious of the significance — 


audience responded most generously 
and £4,000 net was raised. 


Tribute must be paid to that indefa- 
tigable worker for the Zionist cause, 
Mr. J. Tarlo, who was responsible for : 
providing three tables of guests for the ’ 
evening. A feature of the function was. 
several large donations contributed by : 
non-Jews who were the guests of Mr. 


and Mrs. Tarlo. 


The committee is determined to con-. 
tinue its efforts and has decided to in- 
crease its target by raising an additional 


£2,000. 


— 


African continent, and a sufficient number of 
examples all over the world to show that 


Palestine is not unique. But the Jewish 
“people must remain constantly vigilant and 


land-conscious if it is to ward off the threats 
which the White Paper land policy portends, 
and. if it is to seize the opportunities which 
lan® | _ in Palestine offers. These 
oppo are not merely for new 
os egg tea another village here and 
there, but opportunities which will 
determine the whole future of the Jewish 
people. Side by side with the political 
‘struggle against the White Paper, the Jewish 
National Fund must be in a position to ex- 
ploit every opportunity that comes its way 
for extending its holdings. By doing so, it 
will be extending the physical boundaries of 
the Yishuv, and ultimately the political 
frontiers of the Jewish State. 
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THE REVIVAL OF PALESTINE 
by Joshua Ziman. 


A concise fact book of the growth of 

Palestine since the beginning of Jewish 

settlement in 1880 by the Statistician of 

the Jewish National Fund, Jerusalem. 
4192 Pages, 


Limited number of copies * 10/- each 
_ Jewish National Fund, 
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MERSEYSIDE REACHES TARGET 


Presiding at a recent meeting of the Merseyside Appeal Committee, Mr. 
S. Samuels reported that £16,000 gross had so far been raised, and it was hoped to 
complete the campaign in another two or three weeks with the new target of £20,000 
achieved. A particularly gratifying feature of this year’s campaign had been the 
effective co-operation of a number of Congregations. Special committees who had 
done excellent work had been formed in Childwall, whose achievements were 
even more outstanding than in previous years, Fairfield, Crosby, where a Campaign 
had been one of the first organised activities of the new Congregation still in 
process of formation, Wallasey, Hoylake and Birkenhead. This work for Eretz 
Israel could now be said to have been accepted as an integral feature of Congre- 


gational activities on Merseyside. 


The Psychology of Giving... 


I sometimes wonder whether men or 
women, who attend fund-raising meetings, 
know that the whole meeting depends to a 
point on their reaction on that particular 
occasion. Very often friends say to me “why 
have meetings at all? If we want to give 
we do so anyhow!” I am convinced that 
it is their intention, but experience has 
taught that in most instances meetings 
develop a spirit which is not forthcoming 
under other circumstances. 

I hope I will be forgiven if I categorise 
the types which develop in the course of a 
meeting and so give away a few “secrets’’. 
There is, i.e.. Mr. A. who did not really 
want to go, but a sense of duty prevailed 
and there he is with a set opinion: He will 
give £20—no more, no less. You may think 
that I will follow up by saying that the 
eloquence of the speaker induces him to 
falter. No, not in my case. He happens 
to meet a friend whom he has not seen 
for years and who has done him a good turn 
and when this friend donates 50 guineas 
his set opinion melts like snow in the 
springtime. 

Mr. B. is the learned and arguing type. He 
sometimes mistakes a Drawing Room meeting 
for a discussion group and is rather upset that 
somebody else takes the platform. He spent 
hours the day before scribbling notes on 
the back of a business letter and waits for 
his opportunity—which, alas, never seeems 


to come. Whilst he is still grumbling in-. 


wardly and resolved to give only a small 
contribution his name is called to give a 
vote of thanks to the. speaker. New, there 
is his opportutiity at last. Not for arguing 


but for speaking and, after all, the address 
was fascinating and the speaker was a great 
personality. It goes without saying that a 
handsome cheque finds its way to the funds. 

Mr. C. is the unsuspecting type. He does 
not Know what it is all about. He happens 
to be in town and friends brought him 
along. He is not even a Zionist—but then, 
you know, his hosts have been ever so nice 
to him, business was not too bad and the 
speaker is a lady, very good looking (he 
never knew that pretty women could speak 
that way) so when the solemn moment ar- 
rives, he gives his contribution, it won't hurt 
him and it seems to be the obvious thing 
to do. 

Mr. D. always gives. He is a man with 
a heart of gold. One would say that no 
meeting is needed to influence him. It is 
not quite so. His good heart mellows in 
the atmosphere of giving and is easily in- 
fluenced by words and surroundings. He then 
gives more than ever. 

Then there is the man who wants to 
please his wife who belongs to one of the 
Women’s Groups whilst he just accompanies 
her to the meeting. Although the man with- 
out a wife is sometimes a better customer 
for the good cause 

Of no small importance is the heart to 
heart talk with the conscience that is going 
on invisibly and silently during a meeting. 
Sometimes it is the social aspect that influ- 
ences a person, the charm or the personality 
of the speaker, a good cup of tea... 

At -bottom, of course, the essential is to 
be a good Jew and to have an. understand- 

(Continued back page) . . 


Glasgow’s 
Farewell Reception 


Mrs. Judith Beilin concluded ‘her 
week in Glasgow and district at a Pub- 
lic Reception held in her honour at the 
Ca’doro Restaurant on Wednesday, 4th 
June. Mr. S. M. Lipsey, Chairman of 
the Joint Palestine Appeal Committee, 
presided over what must have been the 
largest gathering of its kind ever as- 
sembled in Glasgow. Prior to the 
reception, the new film in technicolour 
‘Home are the Hunted”, was shown to 
a crowded and appreciative audience. 
Miss Judith Kozubei and an orchestra 
provided entertainment during the 
Reception. 

In introducing Mrs. Beilin and wel- 
coming her to this Reception, Mr. Lip- 
sey said how gratified he was to see 
this huge Ballroom packed with the 
largest audience it had known. This, 
he felt, was a great tribute to the dis- 
tinguished guest who had endeared her- 
self to the Glasgow Community as no 
other visitor had previously done. But 
even more significant was the fact that 
so many people had felt it their solemn 
cuiy to be present and contribute..to 
the great work of the uphuilting of 
Eretz Israel. 

Mrs. Beilin, in ‘her address, ‘ale- 
sised that for the Jewish People, only 
the upbuilding of our homeland in Pal- 
estine would safeguard the future. 
Work was being done in Palestine 
which did not hit the headlines of the 
newspapers — this was the real work, 
the work of construction and of miracu- 
lous achievement. 

Speaking with sincerity and emotion, 
Mrs. Beilin captivated the 350 guests 
present and received a great ovation at 
the conclusion of her address. 

Ionation cards were handed out by 
Committee members, and a further sum 
of £1,000 was raised, bringing wai 
gow’s total to £13,500. 

Mr. H. Woolfson, Co-Chairman, ae 
the Committee, proposed a vote of 
thanks to Mrs. Beilin, and the hait 
man was thanked by Mr. Edward 


‘Jacobs, Hon. Treasurer. 


A STORY OF PALESTINE 
THE ACADEMY CINEMA 


“And I will deliver them out of al 
scattered in the cloudy and dark day . 


And I will bring them out from the 
countries, and will bring them into th 


I myself will feed my sheep, and I wil 
Lord God...” 


At last she smiles: — the refugee girl 
Tamar adapts herself to her new life 


NOW SHOWING AT 
LONDON W.1 


of all places whither they have been 
AY... 


he peoples, and gather them from the 
o their own land; 


I will cause them to lie down, saith the 


—these are the concluding words of the 
film which unfolds the vision of the Fewish 
renaissance in Palestine. 


member of a settlement in 
jpper Galiles and his wife 


Conquering the Negev 


The man from 
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readily even: when the evil days came. 

The Nazi regime in Germany, so far from 

ring the work of the Keren Hayesod, 
sitio new vigour to its efforts. Until the 
war engulfed European Jewry, its contri- 
bution to Keren Hayesod fell short only of 
tiat of the United States. 

The war is over. Slowly the waters of 
the Great Flood are receding. The picture 
of Jewish life that has survived the great 
cataclysm is by now familiar to all. Eure 
pean Jewry in the organised settled form of 
pre-war days no longer exists. Of the 


(Continued from front page) 
ing for the need of others. I only wanted 
to prove that we must assemble from time 
to time and listen to the of others 
if we want to augment the funds consider- 
-_— We are all —- and a 


awealth in Eretz Israel, They paid 


ill bring. 

hh ermanent home ‘The old 

f Jew ocial life, the family, has 
destroyed by the Nazi -mass-slaughter. 


m sera still 


€ ne os a tem- 
pe ge akeshi Bes hanes né fills their 
hearts and makes life bearable: the longing 
for a new settled life among their own people 
in Eretz ape 8 It has for them an added 
significance. The Jew in the ghetto, ancient 
and modern, had no national home and was 
passionately longing for it, but he did not 
lack the sense of being part of a people. His 
family and community life were the anchors 
of his existence. The post-war Jew has not 
even that. His family has been decimated. He 
has no roots in the blood-stained soil of 
Europe. Palestine means to him not merely 
home and security but the recovery of the 
long-missed sense of communal existence, of 
the spiritual security which only a national 
life can give. It holds out to him relief from 


the ghastly loneliness which has been his lot 


for all these tragic year's. 


Anti-Semitism Rampant 


But Palestine is still so far away. The 
White Paper policy remains in force and 
there is little chance for a Jew in Europe 
to get one of the few certificates that are 
being reluctantly doled out to those who 
have close relatives in Palestine. To the 


mass of the surviving Jews of Europe their - 


National Home remains closed with iron 
gates. Yet that National Home is the only 
hope left to them, for many, indeed, the sole 
thread which still keeps them in this world. 
If they are not yet able to proceed to Pales- 
tine, they would wish to be associated with 
it, in some tangible form. The Keren Haye- 
sod supplies it. There is, perhaps, in the 
whole history of the Fund no episode more 
moving and revealing than the recent estab- 
lishment of a Keren Hayesod organisation 
in Poland. To realise its significance one 
has to visualise the present-day condition 
of Polish Jewry. Of the 3,500,000 Jews 
that lived in Poland before the war, little 
more than 60,000 are alive now. Their 
position is precarious to a degree. Anti-Semi- 


‘tigm is rampant throughout the country. Its 


economic life is yet unsettled. .A return to 
the trades and occupations formerly held by 
the Jews is out of the question. The survivors 
live from hand ‘to mouth, doing whatever 
odd jobs come their way. 
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A Social Evening was held at the 
er gh d Mrs. H. Keene), with M 
sion an eene); Wi rs, 
Judith Beilin as the guest speaker. 

The Rev. L. H. Hardman supporting Mrs. 
Beilin, appealed for funds, as a result a net 
sum of £350 was raised. 

Mr. M. Kaye was in the Chair, and Mr. 
J. Rosen proposed a vote of thanks to the 
speakers. 


the Alder- 
Hendon Central (by Kind permis- 


NEW LEEDS. WOMEN 8S GROUP 


A luncheon in aid of the J.P.A. was recent- 
ly given by the New Leeds Women’s Group, 
at 14 Nurtsery Lane, very kindly lent for 
the occasion by their Vice-Chairman, Mrs. 
P. S. Ellis, and was well attended by many 
members of all groups. 

Mrs. David Fox, Chairman, in thanking 
those present for their support, stressed the 
need for greater effort on the part of all 
Leeds women for the J.P:A. now being 
launched, and announced that their target 
was £4,000. 

The guest speaker, Miss Anita Engels; was 
then introduced by Mrs. Super, Chairman 
of monthly programmes, and gave a very 
vivid and interesting account of Youth 
Aliyah work in Denmark in the early part 
of the war, and the period immediately pre- 
ceding in. 

A hearty vote of thanks to the speaker 
and hostess terminated a very successful 
function. 


Such are the circumstances under which 
the Keren Hayesod has just restarted its 
work in Poland. A central Keren Hayesod 
committee for Poland has been set up in 
Lodz. At it head is one of the old guard 
who miraculously escaped the German mas- 
sacre. Keren Hayesod functions have so far 
started in six centres; the work is expanding. 


-_Enthusiasm-.is great, for here is living con- 


tact with Palestine. The placards and 
pamphlets of the Keren Hayesod contain 
information that is of rea] significance to the 
Jewish man in the street in Poland. They 
convey to him something of the reality of a 
national life in which he claims a stake of 
his own. To give charity is the privilege 
of the rich. To pay a national tax is the 
right and duty even of the poorest. That is 
what the new Keren Hayesod campaign in 
Poland means. It signifies a return to ori- 
gins. It recaptures the spirit which, twenty- 
five years ago, gave rise to the creation of 
that most comprehensive national fund. It 
carries a message to the well-to-do Jewries 
of the West which need hardly be laboured. 
If they approach the present-day tasks of 
the Keren Hayesod in the spirit which 
actuates the impoverished and uprooted 
remnants of Polish Jewry, the success of the 
Fund and.all its works is definitely assured. 


L. P. COHEN 
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ACADEMY CINEMA 
presents 


THE GREAT PROMISE (u) 


THE GREAT PROMISE shows in three dramatic episodes one of the 
marvels of this century; how Palestine has restored self-respect 
and human dignity to a despised and persecuted people. 


Three soldiers uf the Jewish Brigade reach the German concentra=- ~ 
tivun camps and, trying to rekindle hope in a survivor of their own : 
race, talk of their homeland. The one has spent his last leave at his 
home in a communal settlement, and his 1s the satisfaction uf knuwing ~~ 
that he and his children have a land they can call their own, Through | 
9 letter from his small daughter, another tells. the touching story a 
of a band of refugee orphans, and in particular of one little girl, i 
Tamar; of how they are welcomed and taught by the children themselves " 
to take upi\life again. Lastly. the third tells how the river Jordan | 
taught him, when he too was broken and despairing, the great lesson of = 
humanity, and that it is the will to endure that counts and gives the =| 
strength to start again. 

THE GREAT PROMISE is produced and directed by Josef Leytes, 4 a 
Polish director well-known as a documentary director on the continent, ~ 
Invalided out of the army, he regained his health in Palestine and a 
conceived the idea for this’ film. .His actors are natives of the = = 7 
different settlements, and the child, Tamar, 1s a real refuges. as 


Dealing with a most serious and topical international question | 
in dramatic andi moving form, THE GREAT PROMISE is a film which should =| 
have the widest appeal to ath whe are interested in the human aspect a 
of a great contemporary problem. | 


THE GREAT PROMISE is showing -at the 
Academy Cinema, 
16§, Oxford Street, Wet. 
GBRrard 2981. 


in the same programme with 
"La Loi du Nord" from June 7th 


Programme times: 
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Who appointed them ? 


FHE United Nations Special Committee on 
St Palestine will begin its enquiry next 
week. It will make its investigations on the 
spot and then decide on its plan of work 
outside Palestine. ~ - 

‘As far as Jewish testimony is concerned, 
the Committee will have a comparatively easy 
task. Although the witnesses to appear be- 


fore the Fact-Finders have yet to be named, 
little effort will be necessary to determine 
who is qualified to speak for the great major- 
ity of Palestine Jewry and the Jewish people 
the world over—namely the Vaad Leumi and 
the Jewish Agency, respectively.. Of course, 
there is minority opinion. .No better proof 
of the healthy. structure of Jewish Palestine 
could be adduced. 

What about the Palestine Arabs? Their 
oficial spokesmen are the notorious Arab 
Higher Committee, the bulk’ of whose 
members have a pro-Nazi and _pro-Fascist 
record. Who elected this body and to whom 
is it responsible? The answer is that it is 
self-appointed and responsible solely to the 
Mufti. Enjoying the hospitality of King 
Farouk, the “Fuehrer” is busily engaged in 
sending directives to the Arab Higher Com- 
mittee whose finances, incidentally, are a 
closely-guarded secret. 

The United. Nations Commission would do 
well to spend a little time probing this aspect 
of the Palestine question. 


Middle East “Democracy” 
. T the recent session of the United 
’% Nations General Assembly, spokesmen 
of the Arab States appealed, in the name of 
democracy, for the establishment of. Pales- 
tine as an Arab State. But hew democratic 
is the way of life in the countries of these 
new adherents to the cause of freedom? 
.. Consider some of the countries indivi- 
dually. At the end of May, elections were 
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held in the Lebanon; they resulted — not 
surprisingly — in an overwhelming victory 
for the Government in power. Although no 
other outcome could have been expected, the 
defeated candidates, it is reported, have 
formed a “Committee of National Salvation” 
challenging the results. The Administration 
is accused of fraudulent practices during the 
voting—intimidation of electors, acceptance 
of falsified ballot papers and similar tactics 
designed to lead with greater certainty to its 
own return to power. 

Syria is to ‘hold elections on July 7th; 
they are not likely to produce any greater 
vindication of Arab democracy. Unless some- 
thing surprising happens, there will be the 
inevitable Government victory and the inevit- 
able charges by the unsuccessful opposition. 

Not long ago, Iraq was: proclaimed an in- 
dependent State, but the same handful of 
politicians remain in office, changing places 
with moriotonous regularity. In Egypt, a 
newspaper recently complained that it is 
only during election times that the poor ever 
see the money of the rich. It recommended, 
apparently in_all. seriousness,,.that.. more. fre- 
quent elections should he held to make money 
circulate more freely! 8 

To sum up, it is abundantly clear that 
democratic Government, in so far as it exists 
in the Middle East, is still confinéd ‘to the 


Jewish community in Palestine: This. is,..per> 


haps, one of the reasons why official Arab 
ae cag refer'to: the Yishuv as a menace. 
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thorn in the flesh, but to the Arab masses 
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Poleeial eles. talks 


Mr, Berl Locker and Mrs. Goldie Meyerson, 
members of the Executive for. the: Jewish 


Agency, last week saw Mr. A. Creech-Jones, 


Secretary of State for the Colonies, for a 
lengthy discussion which centred chiefly 
round the immigration | ion and the de- 


= for the vpenth 1 Be the doors- of Pales- 


The question of water in Palestine was 


ie discussed. 


Palestine: “U.S. and Russia will 
collaborate” 


Close collaboration between the United 
States and Russia in efforts to find a solution 
to the Palestine problem was predicted in 
Washington on Sunday by Mr. Sumner 
Welles, former Under-Secretary of State. The 
pronouncements made by United States Gov- 
ernments on the Palestine problem during 
the last 25 years are similar to the latest 
Palestine policy announced by Russia, Mr. 
Sumner Welles emphasised. He pointed out 
that during the last session of the United 
Nations General Assembly, Russia proposed 
two eventual solutions, and he urged the 
United States Government to take a “equally 
clear-cut position.” : 


The Zionist Executive has decided to postpone 
the of the Zionist General Council which 
had been originally fixed for June 15th. The 
plenary session of the Executive of the Jewish 
ee eee : 
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ZIONIST REVIEW—June 13, 1947 


Professor Martin Buber, at present on a visit 


to this country 


Tribute to F.W.Z. leaders 


ee a eee ee ee © ae 
tion at the Anglo-Palestinian Club on roth 
June, to honour three ladies who have completed 
many years service as office-holders: Mrs. Robert 
B. Solomon, Chairman for 15 years, Mrs.. Esther 
Hodess, Hon. Secretary for 17 years and Mrs. 
Gertrude Warshaw, Hon. Treasurer for 10 years. 
Mrs. Tina Bloch, Chairman of F.W.Z., lucidly 
expounded the respective qualities that had made 
the three stalwarts of such high value to the move- 
ment: Mrs. Solomon, through her natural grace 
and kindness had endeared herself to all. In her 
twenty years’ work, never had a hard word been 
said of her. - Mrs. Hodess was learned, cultured 
and able. In the words of Mrs. Sieff “she is the 
pivot around which the movement revo . Mrs. 
Warshaw’s quiet eg | had aroused the admira- 
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_A Jewish Agency n in Jerusalem 
sharply retorted to some of the observations 
by the High Commissioner in his a fae 
which he sent. to the Secretary of § State for 
the Colonies on the Acre prison incident and 
on the general position in Palestine. In this 
report, after giving details of the terrorist 
raid on the prison and exonerating the police 
and ssitieary, the High Commissioner dwells 
on the general unsatisfactory situation as a 
result of the political differences between the 
Jews and the Mandatory. After blaming 
Jewish dissident groups i the terrorist out- 
rages, the High hie ig ‘says that the 
Jewish community have refused and still re- 
fuse to assist the authorities in maintaining 
order. 


“Pure “Saar 

The Jewish Agency spokesman charac- 
terises the High Commissioner’s report as 
“pure propaganda”. According to the High 
Commissioner’s assertion, the situation was 
such “in which a policeman is shot and lies 
wounded in the street beside a bus queue, 
no member of which lifts his finger to help 
him.” No such incident has ever happened, 
the spokesman said. Only a few months ago 
the Government prided itself on the great 
help rendered by the community and was 
explaining that help was forthcoming while 
the Agency was by-passed. Now this version 
was no longer convenient and different tales 
were put out. 

Taking strong exception to the High Com- 
missioner’s assertion that the Jewish authori- 
ties had “encouraged” terrorism by refusing 
full-scale co-operation with the police, the 
spokesman said that the greatest encourage- 
ment to terrorism was the continuation of the 
British immigration policy, the cruel depor- 
tations and, not least, Mr. Bevin’s recent 
speech, when he tried to distort the Man- 
date from an obligation to facilitate immi- 
gration to the right of stopping it. 

Political law-breaking by the Government, 
the spokesman cintlaatedl had encouraged 
terrorist law-breaking. Terrorism stems from 
the Government’s: lawless policy, and ~ the 
Agency could not fully co with the 
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police. A call to the Yishuw to co-operate in 
this situation with that Government would 
wreck its moral authority and render impos- 
sible the Agency’s fight against terror. There 
were two hatreds in the Yishuv, the spokes- 
man added: one against the British policy, 
the other against terror. 

The Government was wrong in asserting 
that only co-operation with the police could 
wipe out terror, he continued. Nowhere in 
the world had political crime been eradicated 
by police methods alone. Political means had 
to be taken against political crimes and these 
means were in the hands of the Government; 
it was immigration. It was true, as the High 
Commissioner said,,that only successful ter- 
rorist. attacks were given publicity, and not 
successf “ preventive action, but this applied 
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ment’ S, preventive actions. 
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DR. SILVER’S LEADEI 
Louis Lipsky candidate for ZOA Pre 


A group of seven former Presidents of the 
Zionist Organisation of America ‘have issued 
an appeal to members of the Organisation in 
which the present administration of the 
Z.0.A. is charged with being undemocratic. 
The appeal is signed by Rabbi Dr. Solomon 
Goldman, Mr. Edmund Kaufman, Judge 
Louis Levinthal,. Mr. Louis Lipsky, Judge 
Morris Rothenberg, Mr. Robert Szold and 
Rabbi Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

Urging members of the Z.0.A. to send to 
the forthcoming 50th Annual Convention of 
the Organisation, which is scheduled to open 
on July 4th, “delegates not instructed, bound 
or committed to any group or faction, and 
not pledged to any candidate”, the appeal 
says that the signatories are “concerned with 
the tendency in the Z.0.A. which allows one 
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Thesqueaking of a.quill.pen:. .. splut- 
tering radiance of the newly-invented 
gas-light . . . the soft, heavy clink of 


an office of the London and Westminster 
Bank in the 1830's. : 


administration virtually to appoint and desig: 
nate its own successors, contrary to every 
democratic principle.” The appeal adds that 
this tendency has virtually reduced Zionist 
conventions to’ the standard of mass meetit 


Mr. Louis Lipsky, a supporter of Dr. Weis. 
inated as a candidate 


mann’s pdlicy, was nom 
for the Presidency of the ZOA. 


mittee will be made at the next meeting of th 
Jewish Agency Executive by Dr. Fritz Bi 
stein, one of the leailers of the General | 
ists in Palestine and editor of the 
ker”. It is understood “te Ge Dr. 


We ; ae a. 
Sick ie - jaregtiar vee, Re Res 


7 Ore VE Ns ak 
Bo his Cs 
ee 


sii 


Marea atiiar! 


Roel 


is the nature of every political organisation, 
it seeks power. 


“Illegals” from North Africa 


The arrival and deportation of immigrants 
has become so much a matter of routine as 
scarcely to warrant com ment. However, es- 
“Wo the “Yehuda 


_ pecial significance 
Halevi”, with iits cargo of 400 Jews from some- 


where in North Africa. It draws attention to 
the fact that it is not only the D.P.s in Eur- 


“ope who have a valid claim to come to Pales- 


tine. The difference in the. position of the 
Jews in the Orient and D.P. camps is one of 
degree, not of kind, and it is not a great dif- 
ference at that. North Africa has a long and 
unhealthy tradition of Jewish persecution, and 
the Jews have reason to fear the growing 
Arab nationalism there. The fact that 400 
Jews from that territory were prepared to un- 
dergo the rigours of an immigrant ship is in 
itself ample testimony to their faith in a fu- 
ture as a minority among Arabs. — 

‘The advantages of living in an Arab coun- 
try have been further illustrated by the Leb- 
anese elections, which were fully reported 
and commented upon in the Jewish press. 
The papers drew the obvious moral: if such 


of two twelve-year-olds. The Stern gang al- 


of eixteen named Fiibovits, followed by that 


licemen and tortured to death, and it has 
threatened reprisals. Whether or not there ‘is 


any truth in the allegation, the wauthorities 


have so far not come forward with an ex- 
planation, 


scandalous proceedings could take place in the 
most enlightened and developed Arab country, 
it can be imagined ‘what abuses would be prac- 
ticed in a unitary Palestine with an Arab ma- 
jority. 

Mention of an Arab majority makes it per- 
tinent to question exactly how great that ma- 
jority is. For instance, it is by no means clear 
how large the Yishuv is. .The latest Govern- 
ment figure is 608,230. Jewish sourees put it 
around 630,000. Mr. Bevin gave the figure as 
700,000, and the Arabic paper “al-Walhide” 
claims that it is higher still. ae. 
lation, on the other hand, is generally esti- 
mated at roughly 1,200,000. In other words, 
does the Yishuv comprise the prescribed third 
of the population, or is it substantially larger? 
If the latter is the case, and the fact can be 
substantiated, the information should be 
brought ito the notice of the Special Commit- 
tee. For, if the wishes of the inhabitants of 
Palestine carry weight, the wishes of the Jew- 
ish population will obviously be no negtigible 
factor. 


Non-Commital Attitude 


The Hebrew press gave Mr. Bevin all he de- 
served for his Margate speech. In one re- 
apect, however, he has made at least one is- 
sue clear: Britain will not get out of the Mid- 
die East, meaning Palestine. Moreover, for 
all his coarseness Mr. Bevin has left himself 
singularly free to decide the Palestine ques- 
tion to suit the needs of expediency, when the 
time comes. He has made such contradictory 
statements on Palestine during the past year 
and a half that, whatever he does, he has 
something to fall back on. Th | borne out, 


|. not so much by Jewish dissatisfaction with 


the speech, as by the lack of Arab satisfac- 
tion. The Arabs trust Mr. Bevin very little. 
In a way Mr. Bevin is not altogether wrong 
(his refusal to abide by the U.N. decision 
apart) in making provision for ewinging it 
the way he wishes, for the Middle Wastern 
situation seems to have become decidedly 
liquid once again. The U.S.A, would appear 
to be embarking-on a more active and inde- 
ae. oy ee ee 
) unconfirmed report that the American 
Gieutas 
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addition, the 
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tine issue, Mr. Bevin’s desire te be non-com- 
mittal can perhaps find some justification. 


‘The curiously fil-timed British demand for 
the extension of the Jewish Agency Executive 
was widely debated by the Jewish press. 
Opinion ranged from telling the Government 
to mind its own business to deploring the fact 
that nothing had been done before to rally 
all possible Jewish support by the inclusion of 
non-Zionists on the Executive. No doubt the 
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nor gendenk ‘for reasons of anti-Zionism, but 
yecause there is disruption of Jewish com- 
ternative to disintegration. Lack of possibili- 
yp oe ee gland apart gy 
Mr. Ba m n emphasised 


Teparesh binaie ef Wottgeas Jewry end 


they leave, there is no one to replace 
them; in the result, an impoverished Jewish 
commuhity remains, lacking in form and 
leadership. Jewish leadership has been seri- 
ously depleted in Europe and this is a grave 


Three categories 

‘Tt is a mistake, said Mr. Baumgarten, to 
speak of European Jewry as if they were 
one category of people. They must be divided 
into three categories, falling under the follow- 
ing main heads:— 
(a) Eastern PBurope — i.e. Roumania and 

— where the majority of Jews (near- 
1 helt @ endltion in el) reside. In Roumania, 
the Jewish community is in dire economic 
distress, suffering hunger and privation. There 
has, so far, been little Aliyah from Roumania, 


but Jews are most eager to go to Palestine. 
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Round the clock service 


No MATTER WHAT YOUR requirements in 
print may be, commercial, book or 
periodical — in: English oor foreign 
languages, we offer a service second to 
none — in quality and speed. Call or 
—. your enquiries to:- 
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tria ana go age Sakity a peverer of a 
milion souls. Not all Jews in these countries 
Bh gran oy Be gs ngs eg ge 


Jewish children 


The problem of Jewish children is a grave 
one for many are without education of any 
kind. The position is ikely to improve in the 
future as 100 teachers are being iprought over 
from Palestine, through the joint offices of 
the Jéwish Agency and the Joint Distribution 
Committee. It is a fact, however, that in many 
cases these educational facilities will arrive too 
late to reach a sufficiently large number. 

(ec) In countries where the position is more 
stabilised -— i. Eastern Europe: Poland 
(70,000) Jews) ; Czechoslovakia (40,000); Wes- 
tern Europe, France, Bélgium and Holland 
(nearly 300,000) — jews live among the gen- 
tile population and are gradually settling. They 
engage in economic enterprises and as long as 
there remains no possibility of emigration, they 
begin to settle down. It was in these lands 


thet Mr. Baumgarten gained the strong im- 


pression that the Jewish community is suffer- 
ing untold difficulties because of their feeling 
of insecurity, Even those who are making 
the best of conditions and attempting to settle, 


- feel that they will not be able to stay per- 


from these countries to Palestine will continue 
unabated, however successfully some may be- 
come absorbed in the economic fife of the coun- 
try in which they are now living. 


The educational problem 


ee eg 
al 


ees 


of & new Farm. He felt that in this way Brk 
tish Zionists could make an important tibu- 
tion to the growth and expansion of Chalutzic 
work. He hoped they would be fully alive to 
their responsibilities and help to make the pro- 
ject a worthy and successful one. He wanted 
to see a flowing stream of young people from. 
this and other speaking English lands, going to 
Palestine of their own free will, motivated by 

a true Zionist spirit. ie beloved thet pares 
could do much towards attaining this end by 
encouraging their children to understand the 
meaning of Chalutziuth and the all-important 
ee plays in the building up of a sound 

uv, 


To contact Hachsharah centres 
Mr, Baumgarten intends to stay in this coun- 


‘try for some months and will contact all Hach- 


sharah centres. A young man deeply imbued 
with the Chalutzic spirit, his visit should go a 
long way in cementing those friendships which 
have already begun through visits of Shilichim 
from Palestine. 


a 


‘The Young Generation’ 


of “Haaretz”, a Tel-Aviv daily. 

Two names were mentioned in the news 
this week. Names of two young men promi- 
nent in the Zionist movement, One of them, 
Maurice Rosette, active member of the “Poa- 
le Z " in England, whose speech created a 
great impression in Margate — although not 
sufficient to save tthe resolution of his party. 
English born, the son of a family who mF 
grated from Central Europe, (if I am not mis- 
taken his father was a shochet); he posses- 
ses Jewish as well as general education (Uni- 
versity) and for several years has been in 
charge of the Information Department of the 
Agency in London. Also active in the Labour 
Party together with his brother-in-law, Ian 
Mikardo, who was elected to Parliament two 
years ago. Very energetic and possesses @ 
rich sense of humour. <After-the last Congress 
in Basle he visited Palestine for several weeks. 


_ By the way the British delegates did not have 


by tthe Poale Zion, a Jew, named Henry Solo- 
mons, spoke and opened his speech by saying 
that he ron ow wlan Palestine and knew 


Aubrey BEban, an Agency candidate for the 
position of the Liaison Officer for Jewish affairs 
to U.N.O, He, too, ts English born, but his car 
He holds a Cam- 


~ 
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THE morale of the displaced Jews in Ger- 
many and their will to survive are still 
unshakén although there are signs of in- 
creasing air over the continued delay of 
a solution of their problem, according to Mr. 
Eliahu Dobkin, head of the Jewish Agency 
Organisation Department, who recently 
toured Belgium, Czechoslovakia and Ger- 
many. | 

Hostility amongst the German population 
towards the Jews is constantly growing, Mr. 
Dobkin said. In one week alone, three cases 
of Jews being murdered were reported from 
Amberg, Einring, and Straubing. In Stutt- 
gart, Manich and other towns, Jews are fre- 
quently being thrown out of trains by Ger- 
man passengers. These and other, incidents 
have created a general feeling of insecurity 
among the displaced. Jews, and grave fears 
for their future. Enforced idleness is one 
of the main dangers, Mr. Dobkin pointed out. 
There aré now 225,000 displaced Jews in 
Germany, Austria and Italy. Most of them 
live in camps but only 10,000 have found 
work in the camps, and about 8,000 are 
undergoing vocational training or Hach- 
sharah. Many Jews, Mr. Dobkin said, seek 
to leave the camps and to “infiltrate” in Ger- 
man economic life. During the past year, 
‘about 25,000 Jews have scattered in about 
200 German towns. 


The general D.P. problem, Mr. Dobkin 
went on, is becoming increasingly a Jewish 
problem as plans to repatriate non-Jewish 
D.P.s, or provide settlement opportunities 
for them, are progressing. Jews are barred 
from repatriation and many of the resettle- 
ment schemes. They cannot return to their 
countries of origin, which are the graveyards 
of their families, and practically no country 
needing immigrants to relieve manpower 
shortage, is willing to accept Jews. Thus, the 
time can be foreseen when Jews will consti- 
tute the majority of the D.P.s and this will 
aggravate the problem still further. It would 
be wrong to assume that Jews outside Ger- 
many are already stabilised, Mr. Dobkin 
warned. Thousands of them continue to- 
wander across borders, fleeing from the 
hunger-stricken areas of Central and South- 
Eastern Europe, and seeking security. It 
would be disastrous if the International 
Refugee Organisation should prove unable 


to maintain, if not to increase, the work be- 


gun by U.N.R.R.A. : 

While emigration remains. the main prob- 
lem of the displaced Jews, attention must be 
given also to the necessity of providing work 
for them whilst they are still in Germany, 


7 _now. for two years in conjunction with 
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or 


SURVEY 
training, co-operatives, artisans’ workshops, 
étc. There is still a great need for teachers, 
as many children are without schooling. 


European Conference 
Turnihg to Zionist organisational prob- 
lems, M. Dobkin expressed satisfaction at the 


establishment of federations of all Zionist © 


The Provincial Communities are approachi ——. 
the climax of the Campaign. Use the time still. - a 
remaining to: make it an all-out success. Make | a 


F 
ee ‘ 

. = = 

‘ 3 
a ee ae . a % - 
, ‘. 4 Nae i bs [ P x, 
i? . y . a : ue , ia) ay - ; fF ‘ 
‘ - " i ; B s % 2 Bis ¢ $ 4 R : ; a * ape 
‘ 4 . % 4 . - a +4 om sf F % : ; y * = 
“ <1 I € ’ ‘ > . * ; : | = iy t 
~ F q * > 4 é ie, G 
* . : * : Ae Ripe? 
, : * , : eh ir, &-% ¥ , cop SB. SOR ee eed : 7 
f ’ a Ss z ed a i oP cy a ee ey le ae ¥ : - 
t 4 a : ; F Py ; 
Pe ’ * 4 4 ee 
: CON ; 
¢ . ee errs. 2 4 ‘ 
. * : , aut SF toch 2 6 Ry 
, a eee eee b ee + tad . , ¥ _ mwa Fo. rx RP 5 ‘ 2 , x . € pa % ~ 4 % i 4 sf * # Pr ake £23; z 4 if FF s Ma 
bs Tee Se? ao ek ee - . ¢ _ ‘ prieet A é ‘p+ . 2 ne A Bal Seg 2 tet 320 ew we ee ae 4 
» PY 0 SS : POP ISV PAS aa See ee Be or he MS eG ee See SF ad ea eR Le re a epee ue Sr ape Ae a + eh % od is ital fe Aa? 33 
a 


an indication that all groups are-willing to 
join hands in the common work and over- 
come internal differences, The Zionist Exe- 
cutive has established a special office in Paris 
to deal with Zionist organisational atid pro: — 
paganda work in Europe, and a Eu nC pean : 
conference of Zionist Federations is planned 
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n Document on the Fewish Question 
@ aah ee ger? 


‘claims—with every justification 
“contributions to the history of the pre- 
laptemiehe For what te offers the public 

a aa a proof that Benjamin Disraeli 

: wen started an action in 1877 | to 


rs ¢. ‘ % : ¥ 


the British ree “ Vienna 
the confidential task of publish- 
‘ onshiel seTman a pamphlet composed 

eaconsfi then. Prime Minister, en- 
The ew ——- in the Oriental Ques- 
gy set forth the view that Palestine 


Paneret Somer ans 


ckacwn, tea London to suppress it and to 
oe. 
cimen survived—the private copy of Chlumecky, 
the translator. =. 


“) udenstaat” would not hive “ll written 


- Eighteen years later, when Herzl’s newly pub- 
lished pamphlet “Der Judenstaat” was of Vienne, 
cussed in the private and political circles of | 
Chlumecky disclosed the story of Disraeli’s “‘Jewi 
State” to his friend, Leon Ritter von Bilin 


ce 
i 
He 


a Jewess, took a great interest in 


a 


to the Zionist idea. Herzl himself, after 
introduced to Bilinski by Dr. Joseph Ss. 
editor of the “QOesterreichische Wochen- 
", tried in vain to win Bilinski for his plan. 
the occasion of his discussions with Bilinski, 
latter showed Herzl the Disraeli pamphlet that 
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“The Chalutz Committee of the Zionist 
i Pemenetion announces the 
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be testored to the Jews. At the Tequest 


. Become shorty before its = a 


was 
book, although, like Chlumecky, he was_ 


had borrowed from a He lent it- 


SUNDAY steniiien. JUNE oond. : 
hk 


br 


to} Herzl who, after living tend it, was 80 én- 
thusiastic about. its contents that he 


declared he 
have his own “Judenstaat” if 


he had k of Disraeli’s pamphlet. 
eventually fade a present of the pamphlet for 
Bilinski’s collection. It remained in iski’s pos- 


session until his death, bd it Te ogee to Dr. 
Joseph S. Bloch to whom B ad committed 
the manuscript of his thee It is*in these 
Memoirs that the records of Bilinski’s conversa- 


_Fraw K obler 


m1 an RE Sh 


tions with L Chiumecky dad erzl ate to be found. 
Pp iy commie ll ted by their | 
owner, the well-known writer, Chajim Bloch. 
resident in New York, who fortunately succt 
in saving the Memoit's and ig comes Jan 
from the Nazis. The 10Wwever, al 

in the possession of a. 
has now been published th anglish toge 

some translated extracts from the Memoirs in the 
book undér réview. (It is expected that a new 


; > ie will also contain reproductions of the docu- 


ments in the original language.) 


Twofold thesis 


The argument of the pamphlet was based on 
a twofold thesis: that the Ottoman Empire would 
sooher or later collapse or at t undergo a 
serious amputation, and that the Jews who have 
never abandoned their national aspirations would 
revive the claim of their restoration. Of such a 
development the author was very much in favour. 
He criticised the perce of the Gentiles who 
“espoused the cause of Jewish emancip 
account “to the Jews as grounds for eproac. 
what is regarded in other nations as natural ‘and 
even. praiseworthy”, namely national consciousness 
and attachment to their own people. Like Moses 
Hess the author foresaw that the 19th century 
“which has been so favourable to the national 
issue in general, will at last pay attention to the 

problem and Ri: it me political eth 


to be carved up, the powers nom ‘deat ake de take 
ative in restoring the poison territory of Palestine 
to the Jews in order that they might establish 
their own Republic or Monarchy. The new Pales- 
tine was to be placed under the control of one of 
the European powers; and there was, in the opinion 
of the author, none more qualified to sponsor such 
a Jewish <olonisation . project than Eagiend. 


“Modest life of, toil” 
"The author dismissed the idea maintained by 


many Restorationists that the Jews in the Holy. 


Land would be mainly - in’ commerce. In 
his opinion, the Jews, fai 

tly agricultural ways of life, would be 
“most. inclined to a modest life of toi ”". This 
statement seems to re-echo in the sober language 


re acral haya gr a, - 


cred”, that “a race that persists in celebrating their 


vintage, they have-no fruits to gather, 
~——— ra me gers 


of the present 
‘been made out more 


1 to their former 
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WISH STATE 


| tows. Sokolow in his “Hibbath Zion” has even 


recorded private. information ‘‘from a euatentiny 
source” that Lord Beaconsfield, after the Berlin 
Congress; ordered the British Ambassador in Con- 
stantinople, Sir Arnold White, to sound the Sultan 
as to whether he would grant autonomy for the 
Jews in Palestine. 


Fits perfectly 


Mr. -Frankel’s commendable publication fits in 
perfectly with these antecedents. Moreover, the 
anonymous pamphlet, published a year after 
rar oy Eliot’s magnificent plea for the renascence 

Jewish people in her “Daniel Deronda”, 
when the Ottoman Empire seeméd to be doomed 
by the war with Russia, appears as a logical and 
historical climax of contemporary events. Chlu- 
mecky’s report, therefore, has much intrinsic prob- 
ability. It is also plausible: that the pamphlet, if 
it was to evoke interest, was to have been launched 
on the Continent. Hence a German edition in 
the capital of neutra} Austria was a sound idea. 
The British Ambassador at Vienna, too, acted, in 
accordance with these intentioris when he entrusted 


(Cont. on page nine, foot of column one) 


Bevin—the Man 


sor by Trevor Evans. Geo. Allen and Unwin, 
se70.. 
HIS Life of the Foreign Secretary does not 
pretend to be more than an account of his 
rise to fame, tthe steps by which a West Coun- 
try lad became the boss of the world’s largest 
organisation of working men, the dictator of 
Britain’s man-power during the war and one of 
its principal statesmen after it. The backcloth 
against which we examine the hardy and often 
obstinate profile here is not international as- 
semblies and Big Three conferences, but the 
determined and equally dynamic scene of lab- 
ourérs and engineers, bus-men and dockers, 
strangely recriminative, unexpectedly tenacious 
and loyal, men feeling steadily towards the best 
way of using that power which one day they 
knew would be in their ample fists. . 


No mention of Palestine 


Bevin brought serious shortcomings to the 
post he now fills. Whether he has been a suc- 
cess or failure it is too soon to predict, but Mr. 
Bevin seeks to prove that his backjround and 
early training have served him worthily as ap- 
prenticeship to this biggest job of all, whereas 
in reality he must fight constantly against him- 


' self, against his tendency to treat negotiation as 


if it were agitation, and to deal with agitators 
as Baldwin did in the twenties when tabour 
leaders-were not go respectable in England as 
they are to-day. There is no mention in this 


work of the Palestine question (indeed, foreign 


in, view, one of dimes, very enipebty te 30, his 
subject to the Americans, as the y Eng- 
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Leopold Schen to settle in Pal 


TRIBUTES AT J.N.F. RECEPTION | 


A ‘ree and distinguished gathering assembled 
at Claridge’s Hotel on Monday, June pee 
at a given by the H icers 


‘of the Jewish National FPund, to Mr. 
Pleas —— prior to their “departure for 


a. 


Mr. Leopold Schen 


Palestine: where Mr. Schen is taking up the 
position of Managing Director of the Keret 
Investment Company. 

Mr. Aaron Wright presided and iin the course 
of his opening address paid warm tribute 
to the work of Mr. Schen. For over 25 years, 
Mr. Schen had been connected with the Keren 
Kayemeth and Mr. Schen, more than any other 
single person, was responsible for the growth 
and development of the Jewish National Fund 
in this country. The Keren Kayemeth was now 
a great financial undertaking. Mr. Schen had 
initiated over a period of years many new 
schemes which, when introduced, seemed almost 
revolutionary. Tiwenty years ago he had initia- 
ted a loan for £20,000 for the completion of the 
purchase of land in Haifa Bay. Mr. Schen had 
instituted a scheme of loans from individuals 
and public institutions as well as debenture 
issue in England, Germany and Czechoslovakia. 
Later, Mr. Schen had prepared the Joint Land 
Purchase project and worked with Mr. Fred 
Nettler on the Farm City Scheme. Mr. Wright 
said he had worked for fifteen years with Mr. 


A remarkable discovery 


(FROM PAGE 38.) 


the edition of the pomaghies to Perez Smolenskin, 
the Hebrew pioneer of Jewish~ revival,.who was 
closely connected res Laurence Oliphant. Again, 


of Palestine’s status became manifest. 
Fascinating episode 


OS ee ae 
not be answered . pam examination of the 
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for him. When the Hotiorary Officers of the. 
J.N:F, had asked Mr, Schén How they. could 
cut incr decoder abavuse abe aainaen eas 
page so He pings aay but suggested that 

be built at Beth Shaarim as ‘a 


of the ancient Synagogue that stood 
there ceiituries 


ago. 

The Rev. B. Cherrick said that Mr. Schen 
had always been an unwavering disciple of the 
late Menachem Ussishkin and allowed no ob- 
stacles 'to prevent him from per his’ ob- 
jectives. 

Sir Simon Marks, in dseoctatiog himself with 
the good wishes expressed to Mr. Schen, said 


he was happy when the Keren Hayesod and 


the Jewish National Fund became partners. 
The work of the past three or four years had 


/proved that it was a good combination. He 


wished Mr. Schen every success in his new un- 
dertaking. : 


Practical builder 


Professor Brodetsky said that Palestine was 


taking more and more of our best men and Mr. 
Schen was one of them. He had proved to be 
a practical builder and had made the Keren 
Kayemeth the most seas Fund in the coun- 


f math abe 


that ‘Cioniinns meant “Hein 7 ‘Palestii 

Mr. Schen, who r d a very warm ova 
tion, said in reply thet he at coe Sere en- 
ty-five years’ work, he received more than he 
had ever given. He recalled that he had dniti 
ated the Balfour Forest Scheme’ iin ‘the | Ce © 
much opposition and had many years ago re- 
alised that Palestine could not be built up | 
voluntary contributions alone. As a result) he 
had formulated many schemes and initiated 
loans, obtaining large sums of money for land 
purchase. Palestine would have to be bought, 
and had the received ‘the support twenty years 
ago that he was getting today, the picture 
would hhave been a very different one, — 

The function concluded with ‘the singing of 
the Bierire reat tee 


Mr. Hector McNeil, M.P. opens ah C. Exhi 


I MARCHIONESS OF READING opened 
an Exhibition arranged by the World Jewish 
Congress European Tracing Office, at Maccabi 
House, on Monday evening, in which is portrayed 
@ pictorial account of the effort to reunite Jewish 
families dispersed by the War and by Nazi per- 
secution. 
Lady Reading said that the aftermath of war 
ps brought to the J ewish people that soul-searing 
y, that for their nearest and pveeieing 
Exhibition showed how families fad been 
broken up and dispersed throughout the. world. 
The Search Bureau of the World Jewish Congress 


was doing wonderful. work in helping to reunite 


broken families. It was the most heart-rending, 
but nevertheless the most satisfying work that 
could be done. She brought a message of 


from her brother, Lord Melchett. 


‘Human angle 

The Rt. Hon. Mr. McNeill, Minister of State, 
said it was some years since he was first brought 
into contact with the refugee problem in Europe. 
It. was so gigantic a problem that many ceased 
to regard it from the human angle and thought 
of it only as. an administrative and financial prob- 
lem. The Search Bureau had succeeded in putting 
35,000 people in touch with each other. These 
were not mere figures, but men and women. restored 
by a miracle to their own flesh and blood. UNRRA 
had the credit of saving more lives than any other 

organisation. It had extended its activities 
just feeding and clothing, and now the World 
peviah a eee 
RA It was doing 


years and had always found in him the deepest 
sympathy and profound understa: of. Jewish 
problems, He recalled the visit he had recently 
paid to Theresienstadt where, in one chamber, he a 
had seen four incinerators: where 25,000 Jews were a 
burned and their ashes thrown into the river. The Ee 
unknowns who passed through these camps were 
being traced by the Search Bureau and he was 
grateful to everyone who was helping in this work. 
The Exhibition was then formally’ declared: _ 
by Lady Reading and will be on view,,. ¢ at 


Maccabi. House, 73; Compayne Gardens, 


en 
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tion. Yet we were all , 

body Knew it. 

EXCE} in every way. 

the same diet as the PP Bove in constantly de- 
Te wr teen and our mild orthodoxy. — 


-IGNOMINY 


Friday evening when there was no other Jew pre 
oo the rage Ape candles would pre- 

side pls leasantly over the gathering—and nobody, 
sheer decency, would smoke.- These things 

prot only happen becase there was a tradition that 
% published | Jew: ywsh | in every generation there had always been two, 
ey article by a well-known non-Jewish lexicographer three or four Jews at the College who cared for 
; about the inclusion of the verb “to j near these things and were not ashamed to own 
to cheat or swindle, in most. mod licti up about caring for them. From none of the 


yas am geen rgd men that are a credit 
‘be a credit to any other body 
jew, to cheat does not offend 
thy to be called ‘English Jews’— 
families have been in Britain 


of the die-hard kick-me-where-you-like -but-let-me- 
appathllerd-acmae type ite instinctively 
equates Jewry with “nationals”! His Jewish 
friends will hardly like that. 


POETIC DUEL 


y recently saw an éxchange of correspondence 
between a Zionist and one who refused so to be 
called be he vigorously denied that he was 
The ee plainly feeling that he 

which would knock any 
ed Sir Walter Scott’ s 


“Breathes there a man with soul so dead 
Who never to himself hath said 
This is my own, my native land. - 


Of course, if any words were ever the perfect call 
eee ney Sh arte Secor © one Semenere 


: by Byr 
England’ poet of freedom who died fighting for 
the Greeks at Missolonghi: 
“Tribes of the wandering foot and weary breast 
How shall ye flee away and be at rest? 
The wild dove hath her nest, the fox his cave 
Mankind their country—Israel but the grave.” 


Ph iow, 
eae 


This teads me straight’ to ‘reminiscences for 
can ter aeaek scied pumieties, oe 1 in Cam- 


aie. 


else, it is is. funny that one whose friends are plainly . | 


S Chairman of 

the Committee 

in control of the 

General Zionist 

Solidarity Cam- 
paign, perhaps | 

am in a unique 

position to assess 

the preliminary re- 

sults of our educa- 

tional campaign 

throughout =the 

country in its cor- 

rect perspective. 

The Campaign 

| Committee is in a 
happy ‘situation thanks to the 
support of our leader, Professor 
and our colleagues, Barnett 
Janner, Paul Goodman, Rebecca Sieff, the 
Rev. J. K. Goldbloom. and other  distin- 
guished personalities in. our movement. The 
work, however, would not have been possible with- 
out Abe Baum who is devoting all his time, energy, 
courage and talents to the strengthening of our 
General Zionist movement in this country. In this 


particularly 
Selig Brodetsky, 


connection, also, I must pay tribute to Hannah 


Stein who has undertaken a very important mission 
in Palestine on behalf of the Administrative Com- 
mittee. 


‘The solidarity campaign 


The Campaign is progressing most satisfactorily 
in spite of the many calls which the Zionist com- 
munity receives these days from every quarter. 
Public meetings and lectures, Palestine films and 
social evenings, the study of Zionist literature and 
of Palestine itself—these are the main features of 
General Zionist educational work. We have always 
claimed that the General Zionists represent the 
majority of the Shekel-holders in this country; 
our meetings with Zionist Societies and Commit- 


A Word to “General Zionists ”’ 
by Joseph 


reac aur maeteeme aalalene in Paris, the im- 
pepo kd ot Which: will in. Gee clued $e fek 
throughout our movement. A rather encouraging 
development is the fact that the official organ of 
the Confederation in Europe, the Yiddish “Zion- 
istische Stimme”, has now become a weekly pub- 
lication and is ‘read ane all over the pods 
and particularly in Euro 
glad that the Administrati' 
has approved my acceptance “Too co-option to the 
Editorial Board of that paper;-a move which was 
earnestly desired by the Editors in Paris and 
which will give us an opportunity in this country 
to contribute to the formulation of a General Zion- 
ist policy. We were happy, too, to bring back from 
Paris an invitation to Mr. Barnett Janner, M.P.— 
an invitation which I earnestly co i he will be 
able to accept—to visit Europe and the Jews who 
still live in the camps there. | 


’s DP. Camps. I am 


Belgium 
From Paris, I went on to. Brussels where I 
found the same eagerness for co-operation and the 
same spirit of determination. Belgium is once more 
becoming a hive of Zionist activity, particularly 
after the profound impression made by Professor 
Brodetsky and Mr. -Richard Crossman, M.P., 


- during their recent visit. I addressed the Execu- 


tive Committee of. the General Zionists, heard 
valuable reports and came to an agreement on 
methéds of close co-operation between our two 
countries. It need hardly be said that our Ad- 
ministrative Committee in. is in Close 
touch with our friends in the United States of 
America and Palestine, with the General Zionist 
members of the Jewish Agency Executive, the 
General Zionist members of the Actions Committee 
and the World Merkaz of the Confederation. 


Appeal for unity 


We have published our Proclamation to Anglo- 
jewry in the cohmuma of the “Zionist Review. 
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candidates to be sent for a year’s training in 
purpose of preparing 


Eretz Israel, with the 

them for youth leadership 
Each candidate must be at least 18 years 

of age and not exceed 25 years, and have a 

fair knowledge of Hebrew, Jewish history, 

Palestinography. He or she should have a 
record of service to Jewish youth and under- 
take to spend at least two years wo for 

- Jewish youth in this country on return from 
Eretz Israel. : 

Candidates belonging to Zionist Youth 
Movements should apply directly to their 
own Head Office. Application forms can be 
obtained from the Secretary, Joint: Commit- 
tee for Youth Affairs, 65, Southampton Row, 
W.C.1. Mark your envelope in the left hand 


corner, : a SS Fis 
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took place at Hull on the 6 - 7th June. The 
Transport’ Workers’ Federation and attended 
by delegates from Great Britain, France, Bel- 
gium, Holland, , | 


special civic 
Mayor of Hull. The Palestine fishermen were 


eided in view of the growth of the Party 


received cordially and the British Union dele- 


London, W.1. 


make known the following to your readers:- 
We have received urgent appeals from several 
inmates of the D.P. Camps in Europe to help 
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ON 
NITING THE DISPERSED: — - the Exhibi- 
tion featuting a world-wide effort to re-unite 
oo —o sag eo pe ig ‘and persecution, 
$ met test : interest. 
by ie Ye Jewish Congress’ European | 
pen daily from 3-9 p.m. until gh oy Be 2 
at Maccabi tt House, 73, Companye Gartdetis, N.W.6. 
Admission free. : . 


HEBREW "LESSON S. 
ALESTINIAN, graduate of the Hebrew Uni- 
versity, would like to give lessons in modern 
Hebrew as well as in General subjects up to matri- 
culation standard. 


| SITUATIONS VACANT 
AMPSTEAD SYNAGOGUE: A_ vacancy 
occurs in the office of Choirmaster,; owing 
to the retirement of Mr. S. Almdan, A.R.C.M. 
The basic salary is £160 p.a. Applications should 
be addressed to the Honorary Officers, Hampstead 
Synagogue, Dennington Park Road; N.W.6. ~ 
EPUTY-SECRETARY of the Jewish National 
Fund for Gt. Britain required. 
Salary £1,000 annum. Applications in con- 
fidence to the President, Mr. Aaron Wright, 6, 
Gresham Gardens, N.W.11. 


ACCOMMODATION VACANT 


Zion, Chatsworth 
coro Th gama 7.30 p.m, 


" Eo St, Wal. 
“Armed Peace and 


| Tetherdown, Mite welt Hill, N10. 
ceremony by Mrs. Emanuel Snowman 
p.m. Stalls, refreshments, sideshows 


velties. 
N.W. London Young Poale Zion, 57, Eton 
Avenue, N.W.3. Braing Trust. 7.30, p.m. 


Fee: 18/6 yearly, 6/0 half 
Advertisements accepted. 
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North London Poale Zion, 75, Cazenove Rd., 
N.16. Counc. Du Vergier: “The Labour Party 


Conference at Margate.” 8 
Theodor Herzl Society, 57 Eton. Avenue, N.W.3 
for guests from Palestine, Switzer- 


5 tied O delightful adjoining rooms to let (furnished) 
in professional man’s large modern So gee 
with every amenity, N.W.2. district or might let 
singly, suitable for sharing. Box 39. 


land and America, among others Dr. Hans 


FURNISHED room to lét in refined family- 
(kosher). Only business gentleman may apply. 
Box 37. 
EAUTIFULLY | furnished room with use. of 
kitchen, bathroom (geyser) telephone. Good 
residential. part of Cricklewood, two. or .three 
minutes Willesden Green Station. Suitable for 
single person. Pe: 


Vion in the Western Desert.” 8 p.m. 
N.W. London Ponle Zion, 57, Eton Avenue, 
N.W.3. Mr. Yehuda | : “Modern Hebrew 


Literature.” 8 p.m, : 
Poale Zion, 127a, Highbury New 
Poale Zion, 75, Cazenove 


Park, N.5, Lecture. 8 pam. 
N. London Young 

Road, N.16. Lecture on the Fourth Allyat. 
8 p.m. 


PERSONAL 
EWISH Homes with full board wanted 


urgently for working boys. aged 16-19, Up 
to £2,15.0 per week offered. 


ZIONIST REVIEW | 
are now in a position to enrol a 


ee BO et = eRe 


at Abe AM Ril, OR ARE RE CDOT SiON ON EER i ES On 


Z sat <. eh ok Be aed Re A 
PCTHHRS ESE ES SORE See eee ees eeeee 
itd ey ‘eg > a i 
> 2a fos Alia eugene ga Ah Pyle itigd Ar maid had 
SAP SHSASOOESPASER SES COP CeO RD ee 


ig. ean nd ace 
» Se dh: Gy 


om i ee a 


ry: . ° =“ aie - : _ : SAE en * a, "3 
d yes < *¢ ie 2 by. : 
— as — — — . _— . , _— -_ se 2 . 1 ' : , a . " " Wty m4 = PP RL be ——_— . % AE A - 
We Ta RE TR Ra RT ed 8 4 Re mR, bea ies: ee ie 
ene oe ei us 6 ? . v 


y the 2 1. Printed by The Narod Press (T.UJ, 129-131 Cavell St, London, B.t 


if he ge : 


Be Wey nate oes ets bathed ait, pent ecororentent =e 
CR PAA ER OT SE 92 EIS NSS RR ae 


% 


a.) 


are given at the top 
questions also used by 


iat 
cn & 
ME eho F Mee a 
5 : 


00 OD) AER weet» OOo 


q 


Bs Se 


em aves 


ah maps lie ee 


enor 


iNet 


z 


Gentiles in :- 


Le SN lt SA OTE LE IE 8 BO NG GEO FOS ALL SP 


ee J 


SOA GER ME OR, 
erie x 


Py 


ww fF Ww aoarns & 


ior we 


: 


S88 OTH a eb i MG A Mota 
eye a See eta * 


Pa 


prea we eee 


5 
% 


re Ce ee Ye 
be at 


yng 


SSG O SL DAE TAA PNG tt Peat. 


oy 


Le eR ae 


J 


een ee NI RE AOR a i NR 


Ree ae 


oe, tae : 
po Salar eee, 2) 


AS ALARA RSAC OE 


ov 


errr 


oe Pega er 
; f Pe eee ay eee 


RY 
4 


re 


<p ee en eR nate 


po re OE 


animate tei Ct, eC Tae 
‘ —s) 


an ree rere 


ran 


oaisae 


tel 


you say are the best things about Jews ? 
» (ALL) . ool 
What would you say are the worst things about Jews ? | 
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from HOWARD CULPIN features editor 
and news editor 


Press Ltd 


EER HOUSE, WICKLOW STREET 
AY’s INN ROAD, LONDON, w.c. 


TERMINUS 6484 


3rd April 1951. 


Mr. Leonard England, 
Mass-Observation Ltd., 

7, Kensington Church Court, 
London, W.8. | 


Dear England, ) 
ny thanks for your letter of April 2nd. 


I certainly approve of your suggestion that you should 
try to sell second rights in the anti-Semitism survey 
to COMMENTARY on the basis that you pay us 50% of any 
Sum you receive from them. In fact, we can make a 
general arrangement, on the same basis, for second 
rights in any work you do for us, providing, naturally, 
that there is no question of publication any where else 
in advance of Reynolds News. ae 


Yours sincerely, 
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9th November, 19 
Managing Director | : 
Mass-Observation Ltd., 
7 Kensington Church © P 
London, eR, 
Dear Mr. England, | 
hank you for your letter of : 
6th November. Possibly we ce | 
business about your new survey, 
one thing 1 should like t | 
soon is when the mater w | 
as that might govern my abili 
use of it. 
Yours sincerely, 
Editor. a 
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34 WEST 33rd STREET, NEW YORK 


COMMENTARY 


April 11, 1951 


Mr, L. R. England 
s~Observation 

7 Kensington Church Court 

London W.8, England 


Dear Mr. England: 


t's hard for me to say whether we 
would be interested in an article based on 
your survey on anti-Semtism. We have, 
naturally, discussed anti-Semitism many 
times in the past five years, from many 
points of view, and the usefulness of 
your article would depend on whether there 
was something new'to be said. Perhaps the 
best approach would be for you to let 
us know in somewhat more detail what kinds 
of questions were asked and what kinds of 
conclusions you came to. On the basis of 
that information, we would be better able 
to tell whether an article on these 
surveys would be promising. 


Sincerely 
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Telephone > EUSton 3952-4 Telegrams: Deputies, Kincross, LONDON 


THE LONDON COMMITTEE OF DEPUTIES OF THE BRITISH JEWS 
generally known as 


The Board of Deputies of British Jews 


Jewish Defence Committee 


she aly 


Executive & Press Officer : JDC/ 38/ AM “WOBURN HOUSE, 
S. SALOMON, M.A. UPPER WOBURN PLACE, 
To wh il communications 
” "Ghwuhd be addressed. LONDON, W.C.I. 


7th May 1951 


Director, 

Mass Observation, 

7, Kensington Church Court, 
LONDON, WS 


Dear Sir, 


Il have leamt with considerable interest of your latest 
mass observation survey dealing with antisemitism. I feel 
somewhat surprised that we were not informed in advance = all 
the more as some years ago you will find that the Board gave 
£250 to Mr. Tom Farrison for a Pilot Survey on the same subject, 
the results of which were not published. 


I would be mush obliged if I could have half a dozen copies 
of this Survey. And if you will let me know how much they cost 
I will be pleased to send you a scheque . 


Yours very truly 


( haan, 


Executive & Press Officer 


Pe ge 


ELEVEN ABERDEEN COURT, 


MAIDA VALE,W.9. 
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9th May 1951 


neies SeCeSpeelman,ReAsgTeAcy 
ll Aberdeen Court, 

Maida Vale, 

WeIe 


Dear Sir, 


Thank you for your letter of 7th May and your interest 
in the Reynolds News report of our survey. 


We did not of course ask any such question as gg 
suggest, and in fact the three basic questions of t 

survey are given in the three tables in Reynolds News 
exactly as we asked them, When ) ype! as we did, a general 
question on ee" ople pgp the Jews, 4% of 
Gentiles and 2% Jews (very small proportions in each case) 
cited the distieene of Jews. 


We did not accept the statement of the nurses it may not 
be true. But if people believe such things, it seems to us 
that an objective report ought to comment on the beliefs in 
just the same way as it reports on those who feel that the 
Jews have no bad traits, 


Surely the criterion of an objective report is that it 
comments on both sides of the picture, We have always felt with 
all our work that reports which reveal prejudices, ever 
unfounded, may be of value if o because the light thet is 
thrown on such prejudices helps the fight against them, 


Yours faithfully, 


L.REngland, 
Managing Director, 


Sth May 1951 


Dr. Nathan Glazer, 
Commentary, 

54 West 55rd Street, 
New York, l, 

New York. 


Dear Dr. Glazer, 


Many thanks for your letter of 
llth April. Please forgive my delay. 


I think that the best details that 
I can give you is the survey as presented 
to Reynolds News. This should give you 
an idea of what is in the material, and 
you would then tell us whether you feel 
that a more serious and thorough inter- 
pretathon would be of interest to you. 


Yours sincerely, 


L&k itngland, 
Managing Director. 


l2th May 1951 


H.Culpin Esqe, 
Reynolecs News, 
Pioneer House 
Wicklow Street, 
“rays Inn Road, 
WeCele 


Dear Culpin, 


I think it ought to go on record that we have 
received a very considerable number of criticisms about 
the headlines you gave to your presentation of our 
material on anti-semitism. 


We did not of course ask any questions about hating 
the Jews ~ naturally no reliable public opinion poll could. 
But in consequence of your headline there is clearly a 
feeling that the whole survey is open to question. the 
actual questions that we asked were, it is perfectly true, 
put clearly in the text, but it does seem apparent that 
the headlines misled a number of people about the contents 
of the article, and also made them believe that the report 
had an anti-semitic trend. 


Yours sincerely 
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COMMENTARY 


May 22, 1951 


Mr. Le R. England 
Mass-Observation Ltd. 

7 Kensington Church Court 
London W8&, England 


Dear Mr. England: 


Thank you for sending us the report on the study 
of anti-Semitism you did for Reynolds News. It has 
many interesting things in it, but I am afraid the 
problem with English anti-Semitism, as far as an 
article for us is concerned, is the same as that 
for American anti-Semitism: that is,in both countries 
it has recently been on the decline, and consequently 
it isn't a good subject unless something very special 
can be said about. it. 


So I think this is not a good subject for an 
article for us, though it is certainly a valuable 
contribution to the study of anti-Semitism itself, 


If you have any other ideas for subjects, ! hope 
you will communicate with us. Of course, we are inter- 
ested in many things besides anti-Semitism, and parti- 
cularly in "popular culture," on which I know you have 
done much interesting work in the past. Perhaps one 
of these other subjects would be more promising. 


Sincerely yours, 


Associate Edi 
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lst dune 1951 


The Board of Deputies of 
Bae scone JOWS, 


you the 
basic results of our recent survey on 
attitudes to Jews. 
I hope that the results will be 
of interest to you. 
Yours sincerely, 
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13th Jume 1951 


B Litvinov ESQ e, 

Public Relations Officer, 
Jewish National Fund, 
eV Row, 


Dear Mr. Litvinov, 


I am so sorry that I have been so — in following up 

pe Begg cong call and promise of further details, but I am 
raid that I was a little over~-optinistic about the state of 
our material. 


The survey of which I was thinking in fact never got beyond 
the pilot stage, and only involved 100 people in iondon,. Of 
these «+ this was in the summer of 1950 + 45% were neutral on the 
subject of anti-semitism, 17% had feelings in favour of the 
Jews, 22% were opposed 137, had mixed feelings, and the 
remaining > head no opinion. 


This survey (limited in value of course by its small 
sample) showed a continuation in the lessening anti-semitism 
that hes been apperent for some years. The figures are not 
dissimilar from those of our most recent survey. 


If we can help in any other way please let us know, 
I em only sorry that our material is so scanty, 


Yours sincerely, 


»Bng land ? 
ng Director. 


‘ 
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15th June 1951 


Dr. Nathen Glazer, 


ncn tl Editor, 
voTmme»n 

34 West 33rd Street, 
New York, l, 


New York. 


Dear Dr. Glazer, 


Please forgive me for not replying 
earlier to your letter of 22nd May. 


I fully understand you 
view about our anti~sentisz 
pug oD that in this country 
cuubtian poorly a great deal of bad fee 
sometimes from rather surprising quarters 


I will certainly bear your general 
invitation in 4 and will probably 
contact you soon about a “popular 
culture" subject. 


With all good wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 


LeR -Ln5land, 


ee av 65, Southampton Row, 
.. London, 


Gon. 1. 


19th June, 1951. 


Mr. Le Re England, 

Mass Observation Ltd., 

7, Kensington Church Court, 
W.8. 


Dear Mr. England, 


I am in receipt of your letter of the 13th 
June addressed to Mr. Litvinoff. He is at the 
moment out of the country, but your letter will 
be placed before him immediately on his return. 


Me : truly ae 


SLER per a 


LIVERPOOL JEWISH 


GAZETTE 


FRom THE @p-EDiTOR: g 3, CENTREVILLE RD.. 
DAVID HUDALY. LIVERPOOL. ae. 13 


PHONE SEFTON PARK 1162. 


June <7, 1951 


Wass Observation, 
Letchworth. 


Dear Sirs, 


We should be grateful if you could let us 


ha @ a copy of your report in respect of antisemitism in 
| this country, om which a feature appeared in a recent 


issue of a Sunday paper. 


With many them xs, 


i | 


Yours faithfully, 


Fam aie eed 
i z 
Be ied 


Ty ity 


65, Southampton Row, 
LHonvon, 
Oa. .1. 


Mr. Le. Re England, 

Mass Observation Ltd., 

7, Kensington Church Court, 
WB. 


Dear Mr. England, 


Many thanks for the information you kindly 
supplied in your letter of the 15th June. 


I have been out of the country for some 
weeks and consequently could not acknowledge 
thanks for your prompt attention any earlier. 


Yours sincerely, 


Barnet Litvinoff 


212 FIFTH AVENUE 
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Chairman 

BARNEY BALABAN 
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BENJAMIN R. EPSTEIN 
National Director Gentlemen: 


LEONARD ABESS We have recently seen references to your 
JACOB ALSON 

of ino nee study of attitudes toward Jews. Would it be 
MAURICE BISGYER 

cee ieaen possible for us to secure a copy of the full report 
MAURICE N. DANNENBAUM 

AARON DROOCK 

rset EPSTEIN of the findings? 

FRANK GARSON 

WILLIAM M.. GERBER 

DR. MAURICE A. GOLDBERG Sincerely yours, 

EDWARD GOLDBERGER 

FRANK GOLDMAN 

FRANK R. S$. KAPLAN 
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HAROLD LACHMAN 


HERBERT LEVY Leo Srole ) 
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